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coived by the American Colonios with do-
light, and adopted by men such as John
Adams as tho ne plus ultra of legal, political
and logical perfection, and made him a firm
as well as decided opponent to the supreme
authority of the British Parliamont, whercas
the theorotical and spoculative Whigs only
meant it to apply to the Monarch alone.
Much to Mr. Adams’ honor he defonded
Captain Preston whon tried for tho shooting
of the Boston rioters in 1773, and although
his conduct lost him somo of his popularity
yot ho did his duty as a lawyer and a brave
man, As a member of the first Congress,
Johu Hancock’s counsel in the Admiralty
suits, niomber of tho seccond Congress, and
with Jofferson & framer of the Declaration
of Independence, the roll of great names in
the British Colonial Empire conta’ns no
greater than that of John Adems; ar. {4 it was
an evil hour for England when the example
of her home-raised traitors, the Whigs, con-
firmed him in opposition to the Crown which
was so singularly ill served as to be able to
find no ropresentative capable of appreciat-
ing his genius or giving his talents scope on
the Royal side. What others accomy lished
by foul intrigues was cffected by John
Adams through fair and open argument,
and although that was founded on a fallacy
he pursued it to its legitimate conclusion
logically, His hand was the power in pro-
pelling the revolutionary machine set in
motion by less scrupulous men.

The next and not the least successful actor
in thir extraordinary drama was Benjamm
Frank.:n, a man of great natural attain.
ments, but at once the most plausible, iwily,
astute, and unscrupulous man that revolu.
tion brought to the surface of public affairs.
With the keen appetite for gain of 2 Yan-
keo pedlar, he was not at all scrupulous as
to the means by which it was acquired. An
adept in subtlety and intrigues be contrived
to do more real harm to the British interests
in America than any other man, and that
to00 at a period when he was the trusted ser-
vant of the Crown as Deputy Postmaster
General, As colleague of Arthur Lee and
Silas Deano ho lent bimself to the disrepu-

, table task of trying todeceive the people of
England with professions of loyalty while he
was secretly abetting schemes to burn the
ses ports and commissioning pirates in
French ports  to preyon their commerce.
Fertile in resources, eynical in demeanor,
astute in perception, it may fairly be ques-
tioned if the eighteenth century produced
any character who understood the worst
features of the human mind so well or could
so truly shape his coursc to catch the mo-
mentary popular gale or trim his sails te
mako the most of it. Nor was there then
any man living who so thoroughly under-
stood the local politics of the thirteen Col-
onies. But with all this knowledge he was
unable o take any largo or patriotic views
of his duty as s British subject beyond the
limits of his own Cclony, Aswith French
scepticism in roligious matters he had im

bibed French doctrinaire ideas in politics;
henco, whon in 1754 at Albany, he drew up
a plan of a confederation of the Colonies it
was s0 throroughly ill-balanced that oneo
Colony rejected it because it gave too much
power to the exocutive, and England re-
Jjected it becauso it mado him amero rogis
tering clork. As a proof of unprincipled
cunning may be stated the fact of lotters to
the British Secretery of State from Hutchi-
son and Oliver, the Governor and Licuton-
ant Governor of Massachusetts, being pur-
loined from his office and finding their way
into Dr. Franklin's hands, who forwvarded
them to the Legislative Assembly of that
Province; and as they raflected soverely on
the conduct of the rebels in the Assembly
thoy helped to complicate mattersin an un.
common degree. As it was suspected ho
either stole thom himself or suborned othors
to do it, or was in communication with some
traitorous Whig who had access to the Sec.
retary’s offico ; he was exmmnined before the
Privy Council but could tell nothing, and
ho was dismissed from tho office of Doputy
Postmaster General,—a consummation in-
evitablo, but which he nover forgave. A
member of Congress, & framer and signer of
tho Declaratio, of Independence, he was
sent to France, and with Arthur Lee and
Silas Deane negotiated a treaty with that
Court in 1778, and in I783 signed tho defin-
itivo treat, which separated the Thirteen
Colonies from Great Brifain. Franklin's
great influence rested with the Press, and
through it to aid the cause of American in.
depencenco more than by his astuteness.
George Washington, the Commander-iv.-
Chief of the American army, was ono .f
those characters with which history abounds
as having “ greatness thrust upon them,” and
failing in any appreciable degree to show
they were capable of achieving it. Of good
family the protoge of that man of diseased
mind and imagination, William, Lord Fair.
ta. of Greenway Court, in the valley of the
Shenandoah in Virginis, he was carly intro-
duced to the notico of the Governors of that
Colony, and being of a docile disposition,
brave and adventurous, was employed by
them on many confidential missions. His
own ambition amounted to a midshipman's
berth in the Royal Navy, and when disap-
pointed in that’ career he turned his atten.
tion to surveying, by which he was enabled
to add considerable to his patrimonial pos.
sessions. At the early age of ninetcen he
was appointed Adjutant General of Militia
through the influence of his friend, and in
1753 went on o auissivn of rewonstranco w
tho celebrated Legardierre de St. Pierre,
tho French officer in command at Fort Mau.
shault on the Aux Beouifs, near the present
Watertown, in Erie County, Ponnsylvanis,
from Williamsburgh in Virginia, on the 31st
of October, and after a perilous journey with
many narrow escapes he returned to that
placoon the 16th of January, 1785. He
next saw service in an independent com-
mand, where lie was obliged fo capitulate

to an inforior force, and afterwards wigy,
Gonoral Braddock as an extra 'nid-de-camp
without any military rank. Although i
nominal cummand of large bodies of mey
ho never saw any real service except thay
noticed till ho was olocted Commander-i.
Chiof of the rebol forces by the intrigues of
Samuel Adams, who, aiming at supenor
power as dictator of the new nation, hoped
to havo a [pliablo and docile agent in tle
Goneral in command of the troops. Pre.
viously his whole ambition was to get on the
English establishment, in other words, to ol
tain the commission of Colonel in-the regu
lar service, with its half-pay and emolu
ments. Disappointed in this respect he
took the popular side in the Housc uf A,
sembly of Vir “inig, his nativoe Province, wa
sent to Congrese, and manipulated by the
Republican junto, partly as a step to keep
tho Southern olement steady to tho ideas un
which the rebellion was founded, and partly
because his extreme docility would bo sut
ficient guarantee that ho would not bes
dangerous opponent to the schemesof &
Adams and others. With the single excep-
tion of the surpriso of the Hessian posts a
Trenton every military operation ho under-
took was o decided failuro, and any success
attondant on the manmuvres was due te
Lee or Gates. Thoroughly honest, upnght
and simple, his ideas were restricted to the
dischargo of his duty and the obediencedue
to his superiors, Of narrow and uncultiva
ted intellect his reputed wealth gave hima
great dealof influence, while bis unimpeach-
able Jonesty, slowness of thought and want
of ambition prevented the possibility of ho
playing the role of a second Monk, it secured
those whose votes were cast in his favor
from all danger of his opposition, and left
them free to plot sccurely, satisfied that the
Genoral would not reason on the orders o
sued by his superiors. A brave soldier, Lut
no General, Washington had it in his power
sovaeral times to heal the discord between
the Colonies and Great Britain, by which the
the former would have had all their gnev
ances satisfied, and the latter become the
groatest Empire the world ever saw. But
the capacity to tako such an extended view
of affairs was wanting, and it was only when
the final separation was made that the ides
dawned on his sluggish mind that thewe
might have been a better solution of the
question at sssue.  He was not naturally in-
humane, but his murder of André will 2l
ways remain a terrible blot on his memory,
which twill be rembered when all his cheap’y
acquired ronown nnd tho glory so falsely at
tributed to commanding talents and abilities
aro forgotten.

Such were the direct agonts in the over
throw of British supremacy, the indirect
being the local press and the clerical order
—the latter, by far the. most powerful for
mischief, thounded on by tho supposition
that their craft was in danger, and if Eog:
land reduced America 0 n conformity of
Jaws and fiseal regulations, it would follor




