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318T. BATTALION.

To the Bditor of {he VoLUNTEER Bevigw.

Drar Sin:—Knowing that you have al-
ways taken an notivo part towards the wol-
fare of the much noglacted Volunteer, I
would now explain some of the griovances,
as paticnce censes no longer to be «virtua.
First, could” you oxplain how it is.that we
Lave seldom or never noticed in the
columns of your Review, any romarks what-
soaver relativo to tho 31st Batt, of Grey; is
it our geographical position, situated on the
frontier of Leke Huron, oris it {hat you
were not aware of such battalion being in
" existence; or is it becauso you never hoard
any oncouraging words from our District
Brigade Major; it-certainly must be some or
either of thom; neverthless, I would now
beg to stato that suoh is the case, thatwe
have one of the finest-Battalions and second
to none in the service so fitr as the material
(but as to uniform, by gosl, it would shame
Miockey Froe at Talevera.) 1 would also beg
o state that the Battalion is now and al-
ways was in splendid working order and al-
ways ready tojturn outat ar Uour's warning,
and wis one of the firat batlalions who off
ored their servicss to establish the authority
of our Government in tho Red River affair,
and would.say if up thero that Col, Dennis
need no longer play squaw. Situsated as we
are on the frontier our Battalion is compos-
ed of hardy young farmers, used to a fron.
t:er life, strong and rugged and, generally
npoaklng, afine specimen of Volunteer sol-
dier. It appears, therefore, strange thab
wa would beso neglacted by the Dopartment
in the ahape of uniform, as for instance,
after gatting back from the front in 1866,
some of the companies, No. 3 and No. 6, got
infantry uniforms insterd of rifle, in the
shape of & flannel smock and pants to cor-
respond with a forage cap, though then the
Department was owing them full uniforms,
bat as they stated there were none in store,
such we havestill, although tho Departmexnt
is owing us a large clothing account, the
same flannel smocks wo still wear although
dirty and worn out with pants to correspond
~pants that you could shoot straws through
~n0 great-coat, no shako, still the men,
* docile as they are, turn out when required,
although the mercury may be 100 in the
shede, or 20 degrees below zero, still the
flannel smockis to bo seen which was one
time ved but now faded {o a groggrum gray.

Wa aften fancy from the description givan
occasionally of the fiue soldierly appearance
of soms city and inland batinlion that there
is somo great partislity shewn, (our chaps
say often that if they were let out they
would take the uniform from them, espaci-
ally the greatcoats), ond as they justly ro-
mark, thatits all for 2 show. Staff officors
have, of course, in order toshow off, to keop
up the appearance of thoso near haund, pro-
peily uniformed. Asourlast inspection the
wmen had to wear their civilian overcoats and

oaps, 8 ) our drill onded whon the snow was
on the ground, - Col. Duris wondered and
made promises, but that was all so far, We
cannot drill nor bave target practice for the
want of grestcoats ng the cold of this nor-
thern climato is too severoe for the men in
finnnel smocks and shoddy pants; two yoars
ago there cama rushing along By express on
Her Msjesty's Sorvice, a hugo box largo
anough to contain the fosil remains of tho
potrificd giant lately found, we sogers iero
tickled as we oxpected it contained an out-
fit for the whole of the battalion, butlo and
behold | when opénod it .ocontuined groat-
cont straps for the whole battalion; westill
keop them ns a souvenir to ornament our
armoury—but nery a groat coat. Now, as
wvo see what thoy look like, we will trade
them back to the Department for great-
coats. Twolve months past the 1st of this
month, No, 2 Company appointed thejr offi..
cers whonm) Col. Pollard recommended, and
up to this timo they have net been gazeited;
Durham Co., No, 4, was also placed in the
samo position go that the supposed officers
did. not turn. out for annaal drill, ‘The
economy of the Deputy AdjutantGeneral of
this District is beyond comprohension. It
would not be routino to gazette six or seven
gontlemgn because one has not mudo his re-
turns to Brigade Major of n few old belts
and a fesv water bottles, on which to congratu-
1ato the Militin Department or the Domin.
ion, I can't say. Happy Departments!
bappy Dominion ! now as the pants watore
supplied with thrae years past were shoddy
or somathing worse, we have used one lag
to mend the other 20 that ifwe have-fo go to
Ottawa to protect you, don't be scared, forif
w10 pants are not there you will find tha
logs.

I would further state that at tho last sit.-
ting of our County Council they unanimously
voted a sufficient sum ‘'of money to Colonel
Pollard to make up for the, deficiencies of
the men's pay which amounted to $2,25 per
man, Qn'd which our goveinment acted eo
niggardly about. This is not tho first or
sscond time our County Council have shown
their appreciation towards their Battalion
tho 31st, but have always responded when
an appeal was made.

Yours respeetfully,
VOLUNTEER.

{The VoLuxTeer Review will be happy at
al} times to notice any circumstance con-
nooted with the gallant 3lst Battalion of
Grey. The reason why this has not been
donoe hithertois the fact that no one connect-
od with the regimont corresponded with the
Review. With respect {o the evils ¢ Vol-
unteer’’ complains of they are to be traced
directly to the House of Commons, who will
not vote sufficient supplies, and it would be
woll if the men of that battaliod remons-
trated with their county representative ou
the subject. The other grievance is a ques-
tion of discipline which the Adjutant Gen.

eral’s Department can ratify, and which the

co nmanding officar of the 31st must take
into his own spacial cure.

The columns of the Revitw will be open
at all times to “ Volun toer’” and his com-
rades as long as their communications ave
within thb bounds of diséiplino and reason.
—Ep. VoL. Rev.]

‘THE RED RIVER DIFFICULTY—IRANS-
PORT OF TROOPS. . . °

To the Edilor of the VoLuNTEER REVILW,

‘The Canadian and United States newspa-
pers have beon lately ‘occup ied with the
means of communication between 'Crnada
and its Red River Tor ritory, and tha: possi:
bility of transporting troops in the spring by
a safe and practicablo route through Cana-
dian waters. It is to bo hoped that there
will be no n ecessity for such troaps and that
beforo the sprir.g arrives some nieans may
be found of settling the mattor nmicahly,
but ns the authorities ought to be paepared
fov the worst, a little foresight sometimes
saves expense, annoyance. and possibly
valuabla lives, I wish to suggest for their
consideration an addition to thelr presont
maans of transport vie Fort William, Take
Suparior.

Dr, Livingstona in onae of his raemorable
oxpeditions into the interior of Africa had a
steamboab §0ft. long, 9ft. Gin. beam, con-
stracted in Liverpool, the heaviest part of
which was not more thandewt, Tiis boat
could be fitted together and steam got up’
in & very few hours, she was found of great
soivice. Since that time many vessels,
some much larger have been constructed
and taken into the interior of India, Egypt,
and South America, and placedin what might
bs thought imapracticable positions if it had
not baen for the maethod adopted in their
constructior,

T would suggest the construction of two
ot more such boats to run on the naviqable
waters between TFort Willinm and Red
River, The bodts to bo built of iron or sleelin
ten sections or comparkments, each seotjon
to be water tight und forming when combin.
ed the hnll of the boxt; the average weight
of aach section would not be more than 8
cwt., each section wenll be 7ft. long, the
mid-ship part 8fL. 8in. wide, The engines
would also be light and of the simplest con-
struction, tho boilers, two in numbor, being
in four picces, oach part not being moro
then 7 cwe, A boat constructed as stated
could be put {ogother and steam got up and -
ready for spiling in twelve bours, or she
could ba taken to pieces and put together
again within twenty-four liours.

The following would bo the partienlars,
viz :~Longth ‘70ft., breadth of beam 3ft,
Gin 5 depth of hold 8ft. 10in., draught of
water 2ft. 6in. Two scrows, each 20t 3in,
in diameter, 4ft. pitch, speed 11 miles per
hour, weight of hull 43 tons, weight of en-
gines, boiler and mackinery 3% tons, power
of trection 250 tons at 4 miles per hour




