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To the .Eilor of fh Vlic aaBaî~
Dau Sin -- Knonilng that yeu have al-

ways taken an native part toiyards th. ivol-
fie «ur Lhe much noglocted 'Volunteor, I
weuld now oxpiain sumo cf tihe grievancos,
ne patience ceases ne longer to ho i. vfrtue.
Firsi, coutcf' yon explain b6iy it is.that w.
lave seldotn or nover neticod iu flue
colmue of your lic w, any romnarks %ilat-
seever relative te the 1Sot flat. of Gray; lu
iL aur geographical, position, aituated ou the
frontior cf LaeHuron, or Is iL thnt yen

-were net ainar. cf suclu battalien being lu
existence;, or la iL becanuse ycu neyer bocard
any ancouraging %verdà from our District
Brigade Major; it.certalnly muet ho sanie or
sither of thon;- noverthlesdi, I vrould flow
beg to state that such la the case, tbnt w.
have ene cf the. finestMTatt.allons and second
te none in the service se fuir as Lbe niaterial
(but s to, uniforin, by goali, iL would shame
Miok.vFrae atTalevera.> I nould aisebeg
te state tinttho Battalion la now and ai-
wayg was la sploeid woxrkiug erder and ai-
ways ready to.turn outat ar heur's ï#aring..
and -ws ona cf the. firat battalion. ivlio cit
*red their services te establisi Lhe uiuthority
cf aur <Joverument iu the lRed River aifair,
and would.4ay if up thera that Col, Donnis
need ne longer play -quaw. SituRted as we
are on tie frontier cur Battalion is compes-
ed of hardy young farmers, used te a fron.
Lier life, istrong and rugged, and, generally
spekng, a fine specÎnen.ef Volunteer sol-
dier. It appears, thorerere. strange that
we would ho se negleotct by Lie Dopartruent
in the shape cf uniforin, as for instance,
aller gatting %jack frein tii. front ia 1866,
sein* of the companies, Ne. 3 and Ne. 6,' got
infantry ùÜnifornis instend cf rifle, iu Lie
shape cf a flannel sniock and pan ts te cor.
respcnd with a fera go cap, Lieugh the- the
Department ias ewing tien. fuil uniferins,
but as Lbey stated thera were noule iu store,
suchwe bavestill, altheugi tic Deparîmnt
le owing us a large clothing account, the
samne flannai smocks we stili ivear aitbougb
dirty snd worn eut with pants te correspond
-pjants that yen could shoot strawa througi
-nO& greed-ccat, no shako, stili the men,

*docile as they are, turn cut rhen requirad,
although the nxercury may bu 100 iu the
shsde, or 20 degrees belon' zero, stili the
flannel smeck in: te bo senr vrlulai ias oe
tins xed but now faded te a groggrun, gray.

Wé 'allen faucy frein the description given
occasionaliy of tho fine seldierly appearance
of sone city and inland battulion. that thera
le some great partiality sheiru, (our ohapr.
say olLen thxnt If thoy woere let out they
wouldl takie uniform fromn tien, capeci.
ally the greatooats), and lis tiey jnstly re.
Murk, that its ail fora a sow. Staff' officers
bave, of corseo, in order Le show ofT, tôlceop
up tie appearance'of thoso 'near band, pro-
peily uniforzned. At enr laet Inspection the
men had te iroar thair civilinu overcoats aud

caps, o j cur drill ended wlien Lb. suer? wAs
on tIi. ground. - Col. Durit woudered and
madle promises, but thstwnas atl go far. WVo
cannot drill nor bave Large t prac tica for tho
want cf grestacats as tie ceîd cf this ner-
Lhern climaLe la tee sav are for tbe mon iu
Ilinnel smocks and shcddy pauts; tue yauurs
ngo thora catne rushing aleng ty express un
Her Mgjest.y's Service, a linge box large
onough te cou tain tie fosil romains cf the
potniflcd giant lurtely fouud, iie segers vrero
tiokled as w. cxpaotcd it contaiucd au out-
fif for tii, whole cf tho battalien, but le andi
behold1I uien op6nod Ilt.con tained great-
coat atraps for the whoe battilion;i wa stili
keop thon as a souvenuir te Ornaunt Our
armeury-but uary ai grant, cont. Now, as
n'a sec unhat Lbey look like, ne ivili trado
theni baak to the Depantuient fer great-
coats. Twolve mentie puiet Lhe let cf ti
month, No, 2 Company appointed thajr offi.
cars wheni Col. Poilard recommandad, and
up toîluis tima theybave ino.t beau gazottedi
Durhamn Ce., No. 4, was aise plitced in the
saine positiou se that the supposer3. cificers
did. net fuira. out for anna al drill. 'f li
cconomy cf the Deputy .&djutant General cf
tbis District in beyond comprohensiou. IL
îvould net ba routine te gazette six or savon
gontlemnug hecauteonu buw net made li ra-
turas te Brigade Major cf a fan' eid boits
aud a four ater bot ilus, coi wiuiuli te congratu-
tata the ilila I)epartmeuc or tie Domin-
!on, I cau't say. Happy Deportnents 1
happy «Dominion!1 now as the paurs %Y3 wore
supplied with three yearts past were &ioddy
or aonlqthing irorse, we have used oue log
te moud the othor no Vinat if ive have 'te go te
Ottawa te preteot yeu, dou't ho scared, for i
ice pant.s tire net thera yotu Iviii finfi tbi
legs.

I would furtiier sLate that nit tha lat ait.
tingof our County Counicil tbey unatiunously
voted a sufficient sunu cf money to Clonel
Poilard te make up for the, deficieucies cf
tha menIs pay wirbch ameuntad te $2.25 per
man, and vrbich cur goveinnient acted eo
uiggardly about. This in net the first or
second tino our County Council hba showin
their appreciation. towards their l3attalion
tic 3lst, but have alurnys rasponded whlouk
ahi ippeal n'as muade.

Yo rs speetfully,

[The Vcauxxn Ravmnw wiii be happy uit
aU Limes to uctice any circumstance con-
neocted with tie gallant 81st Battalion cf
Grey. Thp reason whytLisi baz net' heen
donehitiiertois Le fet thatno eue cennect.
ed with the regiment corresponded uith tbe
Ruvmiw. With respect te the ovils "Vol-
unteor'l <tomplains of they are te b. traced
directly te the Hlonne of Oon mono, whie mli
not vote suflilnt supplies, aud it would bie
n'eU if the men cf that battaliozi renions-
tratléd iritl the!r couuity representativeonx
the aubject. The. other gniovancQ la a quas.
tien et discipline whici tie .Adjutant Goaeu.
eral's Departuient eu ratify, xnd wbich tho

co~nmanding offloor of the 3Ist mnuet take
iet lus own opeciali care.
Tii. colxmns of the lÙnvivýw ilIt ho opi

et tilt tinies te IlVolunl toor" and 1118 coni.
rades ns long as thoir commnicaotions arc
ivithin tlib bounds of cliscipline and rensôn.-
-Er'. VOL. ItuW.]

TUE RiED RIVER DIFSICULTY-TIZANS.
PORT OF TROOPS. "

To the Edit or of the VOLUýýrun-a Rrvnuw,
The. Candian and United States newàpn.

pers bave beau, latoly eoccup ied ivith the
moans of communication botwcen 'Caýndça
aud iLsled Rivor Territory, and tboIR~ossi.
blliLy ot transporting tro ops in Ilio âprIng by
a safe nnd practioabla routo tbrougx Catn.
dian. waters. IL is to bo ]îed tlitit thoera
3vill bu no n ecessity for sucli troopsa nd that
baero the spriL.g arrives soma nmenns mny
ho foutul of set tling the mater nmicably,
but ns the nùtliorities ought te bc pacpared
for the wocrst, a 11111e foresiglit soniatirmes
suives expense, annoyancb., and possibly
valumble livcs. 1 isish te suggoit for their
consideration an addition to thelr preuont
monus of transport ria Fort William, Leko
Suporior.

Dr. I.ivingitone iu oea of bis mamorable
oxpediticus into the intorior of.Africa lixd a
steaniboat 01. long, Qit. Gin. ben, con.
utroctcd in Liverpool, the lie.iviest part of
ivhich %Tas not more tbaii 4ciit. Thuis boat
culd ha fitted together andi steain gel ut)
in àt vory foiv ]jours, she iras found of great
secrice. Since 1hat. tirii inany vessis,
soma inuch lnrgor have been construotecl
and takon iei the interior of India, E gypt,
and SouthiAmorica, and placad in ivbatniight.
bu thought impracticable positions if iL bac.d
net houri for the niolthod adopted. in tlttir
constructiod,

I would suggest the construction of tire
or more such bonts te rau ou the xmvi 1able
waters betwecî Fort William and lted
River. The bozits te ho buit cf iron or st.eel in
ton sections or compartments, each sectiork
toe a ster t1gb t and forming ivien conubiti.
ed the huil of Lb. boat; tha averag'a weight
et ecd section wreuld net be more thin 8
cwt., cacli section wIbul'1 ha 'lIt. long, thae
mid-shippre 81V Gin. wide. Thoi eniglues
would aise ho ligbit and ef tire simplest con-
struction, thc boilcra, two in numbor, being
in four plaices, oachi part net boing more
than 7 cnt A boat constructed as stateod
could bu put togother sud stoAnugot up and,
ready for s.ailing in twelvz heurs, or shù
couid ho iaken ta pie ces ani put togethier
.tgain wit'hin twentyfour luus.

Tbhle iu bel o the particulars,
viz.--Longtlî 1Oft., breýdth of beam 811,
Gin, ydepL14 of liold 3ft. loin., amuglit Of
ivator 2ft. Gin. Tuvo screws, eacli 21L. 3in.
in diameter, «fL. pitch, specd Il miles per
heur, 'uvolght cf liull 4.1 tons, weight of en-
glnes, bailer and niaohinery 3ý tons, powar!
of traction 250 tons nt 4 mules -per liourl
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