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ROME IN AMERICA-—-SOME START-
LING FIGURES.

’I‘HE elevation of Archbishop Taschereau, of
Quebec, to the cardinalate marks another
step in the growth of Romanism in this country.
‘As-quietly and apparently as resistless as the
tide Romanism 18 spreading over this
ent evety hour gathering new strength
And gplume until st threatens to wnundate, if not
submerge, everything. It is a tide, too, that
has apparently no ebb  We do not scek to be
alarmists, nor to foment dtssensions between
cur Roman Catholic fellow-citizens and Protes
tants, nor to deny to Catholics the exercise of
therr just nghts; but in the hght of recent
cvents and stanstics we emphatically assert that
Protestants must awake from therr drcam of
sccunty if they wich to preserve their prepon-
derating influcnce on thiscontinent. It is very
gencrally assumed that however great may be
the growth of Romanism 1t 1s not so great asthe
aggrepate growth of Protestantism, and that
whatever niay happen politically Protestantism
will be in the ascendancy  There 1s no ground
for this assumption. Facis and figures given
by trustworthy authoritics show that the very
opposite is true. A book recently published in
the United States entitled * Qur Country,”
shows by an array of figures which cannot be
disputed that the Roman Catholic Church has
grown since 1850 faster than any other church,
and faster than ali the Protestant Churches put
together ! Here is the startling statement,
which we commend to the nouce of the oppo-
nents of our French Hvangelzation scheme
especially —

“1n 1350, the Catholic Church was nearly
onc-half as large as all. evangelical Protestant
churches.  From 1850 to 1830 the population
ncreased 116 per cent., the communicants of
cvangelical chuiches increased 185 per cent,,
and the Roman Catholic population 294 per
cent  From 1850 to 1880 the number of evan-
gelical churches increased 125 per cent.
Dunng the same period Catholic churches
increased 447 per cent. From 1870 to 1880
the churches of all cvargelical denominations
increased 49 per cent., whilst Catholic churches
muluplied 74 per cent.  From 1875 to 1880
the minsters of evangelical churches 1ncreased
in number 46 per cent., Catholic pricsts G¢ per
cent.  ¥rom 1850 to 1870 mimsters increased
86 per cent, pricsts 204 per cent.  From
1850 to 1830 imisters increased 173 per
ceat, and pricsts 391 per cent.  In 1Ss0 the
Cathohic population was cqual 10 45 per cent.
of the cvangelical church membership; in
1870 it was equal to 68 per cent,, and in 1880
there 15 a slight lass, duc to falling off of immi.
gration duiing the laner half of the penod.
Fxanmination shows that the growth of the Cath-
olic Church corresponds closcly with that of the
foreign population, but s so.~etokal mere rapid,
Since 1880 there has Leen « markad inercase in
the Catholic poputauon  The annua! growth
of the latter, from 1870 to 1880, wa« 176,733,
whilc from 1883 to 1385 1t was 231,322

‘These are not very encouraging 1acts, Bt
there are other features of this gromih that are
notany morc inspining.  The great bulk of the
vast number of nomigrants pounng into the
Wezstern States arc Roman Catholics.  Already
1t s stated that the adherents of that chuech

ar¢ theee in a ma{:why, and the fear is openly
wpressed in the Past that the Roman Catholic
Church by massing its forces there for some
vears may be able to conteol the political and
commercial interests of the land, It is in the
Western States that the Jesuits, expelled from
nearly cvery country of Furope on account of
their intrigues and inteeference In politics, have
found a refuge.  How they are scgarded may
be rcen from the following utterances in the
Presbyterian Home Missionary -

*“When the Jesuits,” says the Rev. Jouah
Stong, *'were driven out of Berlin, they
declared they would plant themselves In the
Westera ‘Ternitories of America, and there they
are to-day withempires in their brains ; expelled
for their intrigues even from Catholic countrices.
Spain, Vettugal, ltaly, Mcexico and lirazil, and
other States, they ate free to colanize in (he
great West and are there gathening and plotting
to romanize and control our Western Empire.”

Writing from Californla, where there are four
times as wany Romanists as Protestant church
members, the Rev, J. 1L Warren, D, stines
that : *“The Roman Catholic power is just
becoming an overwhelming evil  ‘T'heir schools
are ever) where, and number rrobabl 2,000 in
in this State.  ‘Their new college of St. Ignatius
is, we are told, the largest, finest and best
cquipped of its hind in the United States. They
blow no trumpets, ate spating with stotistics,
but are at work night and day to break down
the institutions of the country, beginning with
the public schools.” And n adds: * I'totes.
tants mway shut their eyes and fecl indifferent for
a tme to the growing power in the United
Sta. 25, of this order of the Romish Church ; but
the time is not far distant when they will see
that they have in them a powerful anm{;onisl.”

In Canada the danger of Roman Catholic
ascendancy is even more apparent.  In fact
Roman Catholic influence in our political affairs
18 almost supreme. Ly taking advantage of
Protestant disscnsions, Roman Catholics have
secured the balance of power and they are con-
stantly on the watch to use their power for the
aggrandizenmient of their own church and to
strengthen theirinfluence overthapeopie. Inthe
ProvinceofQuebecthey control throughthepulpit
the press, the bar, the bench and the legislature.
From Quebec, as a basis of operation, they skill-
fully push their conquests into New Brunswick,
Manitoba and the other Provinces. ‘The last
census returns show, as Mr. G. H. Clarke points
out in the :\gnl Topular Science Monthly, that
“over one-thitd of the population of Canada is
of Frenrh origin, wedded to s language,
religion and truditions, and controlled to an
extraordinary degree by its astute and admirably
crganized clergy. White the great tide of
moudern progress and civilization s surging
everywhere clse through the continent the Pro-
vince of Quebec is the one stagnant pool which
1s never supplied by a freshening current, and
over which hangs the miasma of medieval sup-
erstition. The control of the church over the
French population of the Province of Quebecis
complete, and is constantly exercised to prevent
their amalgaration with other raccs on the con-
tincnt. Intermarnage with Protestants is sternly
denounced, and ecarly marriages are earnestly
advocated from the pulpit. Their faithiu) obed.
ience to their pastors in these matters is proved
by the census returns. . . . Baulked in
their design to capture the great North-West,
the French Canadian leaders turned their atten-
tion to the easier task of *freeting out’ the
small Englishspeaking element in Quebec
The English speaking population are being
steadily rooted out and their places filled by
scttlers of French origin,.  Not content with
uresting Quebec from the conqueror, the French
Canadians are spreading into New Brunswick on
the cast and Ontario on the west.  In the tater
Province they control two countics already and
will soon have masoritics in two others, and it
18 only a question of time when they will have
possession  of the capital of the Donunion,
a consummation which the French-Canadian
members of the Donunion Cabinet are cndeav-
ouring to hasten by filhing every vacancy in the
civl scrvice, as far as they can, with their coun-
trymen.” It s almost unneccssary to add that
French Canadian §s synonymous with Roman
Catholic.

Protestanis on this side of the hines may also
shut their eyes and refuse to see the stealthy
progress of the most powerful organization the
world has ever known. They may even join
hands in imposing upon the country a mnost
galling form of ccclesiastical tyranny, but wost
assurcdly here as in the States, the now blind
cyes will be opened. That the opening of the
cyes may not be delayed until it 13 too late
should be the peculiar care of the religious
press of the counuty. The secular press is
muzzled by party ties made by Roman Catholic
hands, and little can be expected in this ditec.
tion from it. A Protestant pulpit remains, and
we urge it as occasion offersto declare the whole
truth irtespective of the politicians,  Let Protes-
tant ministers and the religious press remember
what Laiayette, himsell a Roman Catholic, said :
*1f the libertics of the American people are
cver destroyed they will fall by the hand of the
Romish clergy.”

CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION IN OUR
PUBLIO SCHOOLS.

THE RICHT AND DUTY OF THE MAJORITY

N pleading for the communtcation of Chns.
tan nstruction tn our provincial scheals,

we are anxious that 1t should be fully apparent
that 1t is open to no objection on the ground of
prinaple.  We admit that nothing is to be

allowed 10 our schools that is inconsistent wilh

the most complete religious tolciatlon, or that
fmplies an endeavour on the part of the clvil
rowers 10 aid rellgion by endowing it with pubr
ic money.  Iiul while the principle of scllgious
toleration 1s suffickently guarded by the provision
that no child thall reccive Chtlstian instruction
contrary to the wish of his parents, the identifi-
cation of the communication of Christian in
struction fn the provincial schools with Stato
endowment of religion is founded, we believe,
upon a mistaken view of the real quesion at
issue. ‘The endowment of religion by the State
is with us a dead issue.  We are all agreed that
it fs no part of the duty of our rulers to give
any portion of the public noney for the support
of religion. It is an entitely different issue that
we have now to deat with, namely, * Is a Chris-
tian people, as we assume ours to be, not at
hbeity, or are they not bound, with the conyic-
tions they have respecting the Christian teligion,
to male such use of it as they belicve wilk pro-
mote their own wellbeing as a people?*  ‘The
objeet in view in putting the Bible in ourschools,
and daily insiructing our childien in the disting.
tive principles of Christianity, is not to confer a
benefit upon the Christian religion, but to derive
benefit from it It may be sad, ** You cannot
do the one without the other,  When you seek
to promote the welfare of the community by
teaching the distinctive principles of Christianity
by salanicd 1cachiers, you are giving public money
to support the Christian religion,”  But to make
this a ground of abjection to Christian teaching
is surcly a mistake, even conceding the voluntaty
principle. It is obviously a matter of coutsc
thit we cannot get benefit from the Chustian
rehigion without thereby strengthening its posi
tion. Lut the fact that the Christian religion is
incidentally strengthened 1n the hold that it has
in the community by the good that it docs, is
surcly no season why the good should not be
arrived at.  1f the great body of our people
Lelicve that the communication of Christian
instruction in their schools is fitted to benefit
the community, to say noihing of their convic-
tion of its nccessity, they cannot reasonably be
required to forego the benefit, on the ground
that the credit of the instrumient that doey the
good is thereby incidentally increased. .

The question runs up into that of the right
and duty of the majority to do what they believe
to b for the advantage of the community. We
are not to be imposed upon by abstractions. let
it be granted that the province of the State is
distinctly sccular; but do not let us imagine
that, on that ground, it is debarred from making
use of the Christian religion to funther its own
interests. Let it be borne in mind that the State
1 composed of the same individual units that
compose the Christian Church, and that the
action of the State is just the action of the
people—the Christian people—acting in their
civit capacity. The civil authorities are with us
 supposed to represent the people, and to express
the mind of the majonty ;amg. while it may not
he incorrect to say that their sphere of action is
distinctively sccular, few, if any, will say that they
are not bound to have regard to the moral inter.
ests of the people, and to seck the promotion of
those interests, were it for no other reason than
that even matcerial and secular interests are essen-
tially dependentonthe morality of the community.
If, then, when we speak of the action of the
State, we simply mean the action of the people,
1. 2, the majonty of them, in their civil capacity,
who will deny them the right, or say they ate
not bound, to 1sc what they believe ta be the
best means of promoting the welfare of the
community, becau.s a.minority, larger or small-
7, happen to think cifferently 7 No theory about
the separate functions of Church and State can
stand i the way of the nght and duty of the
majority to do what thoy believe best for the
general well baing ; it being always understood
that there shall be no interference with the relig
1o0us convictions of any one. Majorities are un-
hapmly too often in the wrong , but their night
to rule is not, on that account, to be guestioned,
wrhile they are bound not to use their right
oppressively , the minouty can only, in such
cases resort to persuasion, yielding submission
unless conscience forbids, and taking to them-
selves the comfort that the responsibility for evil
conscquences 18 not theirs,  In the case before
us, in which we are glad to believe the majority
are in the sight, the minotity have all they are
justly entitled 1o, if the majcrity can say, “In
CArTYing out our couvictions respscting what is
best for our children and the community, we do
not seek to im them on you. While we take
the responsibality of the line of action which our
convictions indicate, we leave you to lake the
consequences of withholding from your children
what we believe is fitted to benefit them. You
cannot expect us to go further aud withhnld the
benefit from our own children ; for that were to
make your convictions our guide in opposition
to out own.,”

ol

Tue Domin:on Churchman, with the object of
getting a blow at ns special aversion, Wychffe
College, which stands ag an affiliated college in
the same relation to Toronto University, as
University College and our Knox, thus expresses
itself regarding a recent occurrence .=

A CoLirck 15 KnowN ar i1s TRACHERRS, — a
man’s ftiends tel) av what he bs, is admitted.  If s 0o
less true that we can Jadre weil what are by those
they seleck as their teachers. A few creningy agn, a well-
Loown [nfudel, wha tx, as thry usually ace, & Commuais,
and & foe gencrally to social urler, detivered, by lavita.
tion, & Jectare before the Univeruty College Literary (sic)
Soctety. Asthis igdivadual is utterly illitecate, hay merely
setup as an agitatur of the revolationaty oeder on the
strength of & very clemsy ﬂll of the gab, and a few
scraps picked op sccond or thirtd Land from newtpa
there was bt the slightent roptitl)’ln arking such a wind
bag to addeess a body of students. 1 A¢ covhl tesch
thems anything they are & **petilons cass,™ if they
could ewlare hus vile twang and vulgar Eeglsh, ihey are

indeed blont of senmibality, acd if they, asits s they
wete, anzions o pmhln' oulcnu.lion;l, the;mmpalhy

with an Infdel, communiet agitator, then we may (ndeed.
doubt whethes §t 18 o cent for & Charch Divlnliy College
to have such {nilmate swsociationi with an [nstition
whith honours ignocance and vulgasity, lecauve they are
cxhibited Ly a notorious athelst ardd scofler.

We would heartily join the Churchman 1o
oxpressing susprise and regret if the Litceary
Socicl{ of University College, ‘l'oronto, had
actually found itself in such poor case as to
need enlightentnent from guch a person as it
descnibes ; but from what we happen to know of
the matter we are warranted in stating that oug
contemporaiy is in crror in making it appear that
the college authorities had anything to do with
the visit of the “infidel communist agitator” 1o
the precincts of the University, or that his visit
had the countenance of the Literary Soclety, or
was acceptable to the students as a whole. “The
“aphtator” was, we understand, invited to
address a so called Political Scicnce Club on the
sole respounsibility of a little koot of students,
led by a praduate whose sympathy with agita.
tion and revolutionary casuzcs  sometimos
overmasters his judgment.  ‘The Churchman
should inform itsclf better and showld not judge
of a great institution of Jearning by the vagaries
of a few students and a single gtaduate whe, in
choosing to act independently of the Cotlege
authorities unfortunately sct wellunderstood
rules of college cliquette at defiance.  The
Churchman wust not be unduly atarmed.
Wherever DPreshyterians lead in  educational
matters Anplicans may salely follow, Wiycliffe
is not in bad company. It would not be amiss,
however, for the students of all the colleges
groupad around the University to note, in their
zcal for knowledge, what a vigtlant cy¢ is upon
theny, and to obscrve how the ill-advised action
of anyone connected with her may be construcd
to her disadvantage.

Tne chiel cvent of the week, pethapsthe most
momentous cvent of the century in liritish pol
itics,is Mr. Gladstone's bill proposing the granting
of a measure of Home Rule to Ireland. Whether
the bill deserves to become Jaw remains to be
seen, but it must beregarded as an heroicattempt
to provide a remedy for certain acknowledged
gricvances, and a preventive of their recurrence
Unltit discussion shall have made apparent the
full mcaning of the proposed cnactments it
would b idle to speculate on the wisdom or
equity of the bill, or its value as a panacea; but
it is not difficult at this stage to discern that the
decision tolcave the Protestant minority Lo make
the best of their atlered circumstances is a most
unsatisfactory proposition. In no country where
religious animosity prevails woutd it be wise to
leave any minority to the mercy of the majority,
anud least of allin Ircland. We would greatly
fear the danger of a revival of religious bigotry.
We do not hesitate to agree with the London
Spectator, that 1f Orangemen were ever at the
head of affairs we should look for a very harsh
treatment of the Roman Catholic Church, and
we would have more serious anxiety as to the
sort of use which the Romian Catholic priesthood
would make of their sicloty, if they found an
Insh pathament completely under their contral
The remark quoted from Friar Behan in Dr Ma-
guire's recent pamphlet, * England’s Daty to Ire
land,” ¢ From the topmost tothebottomest man,
we'll have a man of our own,” has the genuine
Irish Catholic ning about it, and shows what js
to be feared. It s perfectly cbvious that in 1re-
Jand, at least, it would be the gravest dereliction
of duty 10 abandon any minonity to the will of
the majority, without proper safeguards,

A rutL report of the closing exercises of the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, 15 held over til)
next issuc.
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OUR THEOLOGIOAL HALLS.

KNOX COLLYGE, TORONTO.

CLOSING  KXERCISES, CLAXS LISTS, SCHOLARSIIM:
GRADVATRY, XI1C,, KETC, ETC.

THE clesing exerenes of Kbox Cellepe for the seuion
of 1885 6 took place on Wednesday, 7th Inst., aftemnonp
and evenlng, At three o'clock a J2rpe audience assom.
Uled in Convocation Hall to witness the tatfon of
di;ldomas and the coclerring of degrees in divioity. Revw,
Principal Caven presided, but awing to a severe cold,
which prevented him speaking alove a whisper, was up-
able 10 make an address.  There were seated on the plat.
form with Dy, Caven—Rer. Usolessoss Gregp and Me
Laren, Dr. Danlel Wilson, Praident of Univenily
College, Totonto; Rev. Dr. Sheraton, Principal of Wy.
chifie College; Rev, Dt Keid, Rev. Dr Lawng, Dundas
Ker, Dr. Proudfoot, London s Rev. Drs. Totrance a
Wardrope, Goelph 3 Rev, E. 1). McJaren, B.1),, Bramps
ton ; Rev. F. K. eattie, I'5. )., Braniford ; Hevs. Jas,
Muldlemiss, Elora, John Thommon, Samia; asd
Meurs, W, Moctimer Clak (Chairnan of b= Collepe
Board), and Thomas Kitklasd (Urincipal, Norma}
School, Toronlo), membens of the Senate,

Among the sodience we noticed Rev. W. Fraser, DD,
Barrie, Cherk of the Aucul:l‘; Rev. W. Rarrs, Apent
of the Co!!tﬁz Rev. Trof McCurdy, Revs. ], AU R,
Ulckson, B.D., Galt; R. Ure, DD, Godarich; W,
Mchinley, lnmklxg R, Pettigrew, M.A., Glenmorra ¢
W. G. Wallace, M, town ; R. I). Fraser, MLA,
Bowmanville ; J. R, Gikchtist, B.A., Cheltenbam 3 Jaq,
Alrshas, Whitby : S. 1f, Eastman, i A.,Oshawa § Alex,
Taiy, Mono Mills ; A, McKay, Erimosa; S, Lyle,
Plaaulton § W. A, Dascan, Churchill ; A, Ienden
son, Hyde Tark 3 J. ¥, McLaren, B D, Rocklyn 3 Jo A
Mclionald, Ilneping's Mills; R. M. Grant, Orillis ;
% McF. Mcleod, 11, M. DParsons, J, Cameron, {.
Mutch, Jno. Smith, A, Wilson, A. Gilay, G. M,
Millgaos B.An D. J. Manlonndll, B.D, W Frlezell,
Wm. Beattie, T. McGuite, Toronto, etc., ete., and
many prominent elders and laymen. Hlon, J. W,
Rost, Minulet of Education. wss also preseat, bot wae
vnable to reman throaghout the proceedings,

The WOy were by the sioping of a
faalm, the reading of akegson by Rev, Dr, Gregp® and
prayer by Rev, Dy, Sheraton,

Ker. Dr, Gregp saidit was a matter ot preat thankful
ness that rtoksma and students had been blessed with
an sovwal caemplion from sickness duning the session,

pets, | There had also bren an ancrually birge attendance in the

theological clavses.  The nucaber of vregvlar stadents in
the three classes in l!m:!ryz had been iy, bul in con:
sequence  of affiliation with Turonto Unlrerslty, nine
stodents of Univermty College had attended the theo-
logical classes; making the total mumber in sttendance
Gfiy-nine, Deriog the past year, as a cesolt of the pes
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