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lished I predict for them a circulation
wider than that which *“‘The Eternal
Hope” has attained. 1t was most unfor-
tunate that the Dean was compelled to
append to his discourse an appeal for the
National Schools of the parish. It took
off the edge of his argument, and it con-
tained sentiments most strange to those
of us who are committed to purely secu-
lar education. It was gratifying to us to
learn from the appeal, though we did not
put a siapence in the plate, that the Ward
Schools were threatening the very esist-
ence of those parochial pretenders. By
the way, what a woaderful folly is the
custom of taking collections in these
churches at the door on the going out
of the congregations. We  stood
for a few moments opposite the plate-
holder to watch my lords and ladies re-
spond to the plea.  One would have
thought many of them to be like the poor
widow of the Gospels in the amount,
though no one would suspect them of
her spirit in giving.

So often has Mr. Spurgeon’s work
been described that we hesitate to attempt
a sketch of the dosing senace of our
Sunday, in the Metropolitan Tabernacle,
This greatestreligious work of all England
is as far from Piccaditly as St. James' s
from the Temple. It s the apes, onthe
Surrey side of the Thames, of a triangle
to which the line trom the Femple to St
James' would form the base.  Often
during the past ecighteen years have we
worshipped with this  great multitude,
but never was the throng larger than
now. Probably five thousand persons,
the majority of whom were evidently
plain  people of the shop-ocracy class n
London, listened breathlessly to an ex.
ceédingly sinuple but spintuabty sausfying
sermon on the Chrstiar. whever as * the
watered garden of the Lord.”  His main
observations were that the Christian hife
1s one of highest culture, conunualdepend.
ence, sufficient for all need, and a source
of dehight to the Master. These thoughts
were all drawn directly from the slfustra-
tion of his tent, and were clothed in a
“language understanded of the people.”
Only one approach to wittias found aits
place mn the sermon. Speaking of some
unprofitable preachers,, he said that when
the sheep came to be fed the hay was
found so high above their heads as to
stiggest that it muase be mtended  for
giraffes and not for them.

Forall purpeses of a Christian Church
the Metropohitan Tabernacle has i our
judgment alwavs stoo | foremost in kng
land.  Indedd, we are not sure that a
true church, after the moddd of the Book
of Acts, is possibie cxeept where the
lower classes predommate inits member-
ship.  ‘This was the reflection with which
we ciose our Sunday s we et the Taber
nacle to the merry sound of sihver drop-
pingintothe moncy bones along the walls.
Wickliff's version of the tent s true -
“The poor have taken to the preaching
of the gospel.”

- —

The Mokammedans of China are dis-
tinguished from the rest of the population

by their intelligence and <leanness.  In
Nanking they numnber aboat twenty  thou-

sand. Before cach service they wash them-
sclves thoroughly, thus making cleanliness
indeed a part cf godliness. They pay the
utmost respect to the missionarices, (lur they
say, “We both worship one God, and we
knbw what it is to have suffered persecution
for our religion.”

The Indran Frangelical  Retfeis says
drunkenness is the bane ofall the aboriginal
tribes of Indin.  The Santals, who are very
poor, thousands living in a chronic state of
starvation, are made so by drink. They
have a carefully preserved tradition that
onc of their spirits taught our first parents
to make beer from rice and other grains,
and told them to petition their gods in off-
cring this drink to themn as follows : “ Let
whocver drinks of it become dead drunk.’
At the harvest festivals, whole weeks are
spent in  drunkenness and  debauchery.
This is the strongest barricr, say the mis-
s}i‘onarics, to the spread of the gospel among
them.

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.

Sunday, Jan. 30.
StakoN AND THE CniLd Jrsus.—Luko
2:25-85.
Gowpex Trxr.—Fo> mino oyes have
scon thy salvation.—v. 80.

Commsit—48.42.

(Specrally prepared for the Christian Help-
erby Mrs. 7. C. Yule.)

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION,

Forty duys elapsed botween tho ovouts
of our luAt lusson nud tho«o of the presont
ono. Woluarn (v. 21) thut on ths aghth
dny of His birth, the legul time ** for cir-
cumcising Him”—the child—His naine was
called Josus, which was 80 named of the
augel, &c.  This et of circumcision was
a8 nocessury for Josus ns for any other
Jow. Ho camo to keep the law of God in
all its requiremonts, outward in the flosh
ns woll as inward in the spirit.  Hence, in
circumcision us well ag in_ baptism, it be- ;
eamo Him to **fulfil all’ righteoasness.”
Circumcision symbolized the putting off of
the body of the sins of the flesh. Col.
2:11.)  Christ had, of His oion, no body of
the sins of the flosh to put off; but in
ussuming their nuture, He ussumed legafly
that body of the sins of the tlesh thut be-
louged to His people; aud His circumecision
symbolized His puiting off of that body,
both from them nnd from Himsoelf, in His
death. His submitting His own body to
the bloody rite of circumcision was at once
u prophecy and » pledge of what He would,
in the fuliness of time, accomplish on the
cross.  As the first born, He was presented
before the Lord, also in conformity with
the Mosaic Inw. (Lov. 12:24))

1LESSON NOIE~.

\25) Mekold.  ‘This word ususlly pro-
fuces some extraordinary announcemont,
wnd callsspecial attention to b, Zhere
soas £ Ferusalem a man whose name wwas
Staneon ; and the same was just and desout.
Of this man's history and churacter we
bave no certain knowledge, excopt what is
gleaned from these fow words—/Ass name
avas Stmeon famous); his character to-
wards men wus yus/, towurds God devout ;
and his habitual frame of mind was re.
ligious—sewesting for—or daily expecting—
the Comsolation of Isracl—~that is, Tng

Messiant.  The Holy Ghost wwas upon him.
i He was thus endowed with tho spint of
v discernment, sud the spnt of propicgy,; the
- firsy to discover iu the lutle infant ol Beth-
lehem the Christ of God; and the second
to nunounce certein things that should
transpire in convection with His kingdom
and work.

b6, /1 wwas—it had been—revealed unto
lum by the Holy Ghast that ke showld not
sec death—should not die-—=écfore he had

seen the Lord's Chrise.  This explaing the
souas0 of warted in v. <5, Hisndtural torm |
of lifo was far spent, but death waited jor |
him while hie waited for the Lord. ‘The |
' ¢loso of his devout and holy life was to be
| cheered by the signal favor—the priviluge

1 of Jookuy upon the Sonof God 1n human
fesh. |
27 He came by the Spirit—‘hat i, i
i Spirit-guided or Jod, and, probably with
| no thought but to worship. Yot God Jad
him there to receive the fulfilment of His |
promise.  [Into the fempe—not ioto fhe,
j femple proper., for only the priest might |
! enter there; bat into the court where the
| people went with their offerings, and
where they worshipped.  Brought i the
i ild fesies to do for Him after thecustom of
the Laie,—ihat is, to present Him, as the
first-born sou, before the Lord. (Ex.!
34:19-20; N, 3.13.)
o 32 Then took ke Hent up in lis arms.
1t was no nuusual thing for mothers to be
there presenting their first-born sons be-
fore the Lord ; but Simcon was given by
the Holy Spirit to sco that this child was
no ordinary child—no other, indeed, than
the Chidst of God; his heart vearned to-
ward Him with wondrous joy, and gontly
taking Him from His mother's arms, he
broke forth at unco into thunksgiving and
praiso.  Blessed God~—for tho @ft of His
Son and for the privilego of recoguiziuy
Him. Simcon's jov was, in find, the joy
of overy Christinn. God's precious gift iy
soon to be Zo kum, aud ha seos Christ as
traly by the eye of faith as Simeon did by
the oye of sense  And now lettest thou, or
nozw thou art letling—thy seriant depard in
peace, according fo thy word (promise) for—
this is thy sign to mo—»uine eyes Aave scen
thy salvation—or Him through whom thy
salvation is to be accomplished. 1Wihick

| w

thou hast prepared.  ‘This salvation was no

sulden worle. - It was & prepared anlva.
tion ; in othor words, it was a work which
had bosn going o from the duys of Adnm
—uod in socres, but dyfore the face of all
people, or, *of ull the pooplos.”™ .1 light
—Christ Himeal? iu His charnctor of
the  author and finisher of walvation.

He calls Hiwwolf the light of the world ;
and Johu culls Hiwm the true light that
Lighteth  every man that cometh into the
sworld,  To lgghtess the Gentiles, Ho waa

to enlighten, and so hecome the Saviour of |

not only the Jows, His own nation, but the
(Rentiles, thnt is all the other nations.
The ydory of Thy people Israel.  lsraol, as
a nation, had hud no glory in the past. but
what cntered in, and radiated from.
Christ.  So, also, Ho is the present and
avorlusting glory of spiritusl Isracl—that
is, the Church.

(88.) Joseph and his (Jesus') mrthcr mar
velled - wondered greatly—at those things,
ote.—the eonfirmation, from so many dif-
ferent sourcos, of what Mary had beon pre-
viously told by tho angel.

(84, 83) Simeon blesseid—invoked God'n
blessing upon—rthem,; and sutd unto Mary
His mother:—behold this child is set - ap-
pointed. or ret upart—/yor the fall and ris-
ing again of many in Israel. The work
Christ camo to do wrs n set. or appomnted
work. Although he could say in regnrd to
Hisg lifo~1 lay 1t down of mysely, tle conld

also, and ns truly, spesk of Himself n« |

o Sent into the warld. ' For the fall and
rising agarn,” ote.  This may refer either
to the fuct that many who crucifiod the
Lord Jesus, and thas fell under condemna.-
tion as His murderers, 1 \cts ii. 28) were,
thirrugh the preaching of the apostles, con-
verted, and raised to pirdon nud the fivor
of God; or, to the fact that, while the
areat body of the Jews fell under that con-
demn tinn through rejecting and crucafy-
ing Christ. many individuals of them be-
lioved, and were thus raiced up to new
lifo through faith in His blood.  Adnd for
a stygn which shall be spoken against ;—ob.
serve, it is tke sign which was to he spoken
agninst.  OQur Lord gave bmt one sigm of
His Mossiabship to the Jews; and that
was the sign of the prophet fonas\see Matt.
xii. 39, 40) by which He cvidently meant
His own burinl and resurrection. Thus,

Ho Himsolf. in His resurrection, becamo a !

sign to the Jews; and this has, perhaps,
heon more spoken against than anything
else conuected with our Lord's work on
earth ; and by it the the thonghts of many
hearts.—that is, their unbelief and hatred
—have been most clearly revealed.  Yea,
a sseord,ete. These words.parenthetically
intenduced, were spoken to the mother:
and contain @ propheey of the auguishshe
shonld endure in seeing her o igunomin-
iously slain upon the cross.  7hv onn soul
Atso—thine. as well aa His. His death
<hould prove her keenest sngnish: and
vot. like us, she was to find in His death,
and in it alone, her true life.

QUEFSTION SUMMARY,
WFor Tur Cutvurs,

hat was ho wa ting for  Who is meant
by the consolation of [sracl’? What wias
Simeon expecting todo after sceing Jesus?
Who told him he shiould not die till then?

. Who put it in his mind to go to the temple

just at that time 2 Who earae in while e
wns there ? )
Whatis meant by fo do for lome aft v the
custom of the leie? 'Fo present him to

God in the way the law required. How

did Simeon know that was the very Chrict 2.

Because, v. 3, the Holv Ghost was upon
ez 128). What &l He do? Why dud
he bless,or thank. God? 120, What did
hesay 2 What did he mean by defers?
Was lic quite willng to die then? Y i:_v 2
What did e moan by thy sa/i azron? Why
did ho call Jesus God's salvation?  Be-
cause he was gaing to give salvation to
sinners. d41., Before whom had God pre-
pared this salvation? How had
boen preparing for Jesus before Ho came?
By sacrifices and ceremonies, and by the
teaching of the holy prophets.  32.; What
is Josus here called? Becanse He makes
men sce they are sinners and must liksve a
Saviour or perish.
and Mary marse/—wonder.? DBecanso
the words Simeon said were so much like
the words tho angels r 2d others had said.
.84.) What did Simeou do? What does
that mean? Asked God to bless them.
What was Jesus set or appointed for?
Whom would He cause fe g’” ? Those
who wonld not believe on Him. Whom
wonld He cause 70 risc #  Thosre who would
boliove on Him. (85.) What did he say
would happen to many ? Does that mcan

a real sword? No: it means wvery greal

e e e e e ————

fas most deplorable.

25.27° What kind of » man was Simeon?

What dil thev come for?

od .

(83.) Why did Joscph |

sorrow 2 When did that como treo?
[\V.llon she uaw Josus die on tho cross ?
Did Ho dio for His mothor, ay well as for
you? You, for lilte you Mary wnan sinnor,
und like i'ou. too, could b suved only by
the blood of Joana.

DRERIVATIONS OF IBWOMEN'S
! NAMES.
{ Annmabella is not Anna-bella, or fair
Anna, but is the femimine of Hannibal,
meaning yift (of grace) of Bel.  Arabel-
Clacis not Arabedla, or beaatitul akar, but
Orabilia, a praying woman. Inits Angli-
| deed form of Orabel, 1t was much more
,common in the thirteenth century than
Lat present.  Maurice has nothing to do
with  Mauritius, or a Moor, but comes
fromy Nlmaric  Jummel rewh -the king-
, dom of heaven.  Illen is the feminine
,of Alam, Alan, or Allan, and has no pos-
- sible connedtion with Helen, which comes
 from a different language, and is older
"by a thousand years at least.  Amy s
pnot from amee, bt from amde.  Avice,
Lor Avis, does nat exactiy mean adsice,
tas some seem to think., It comes from
;- Fdwis, and means happy wisdom. - Eliza
| has no conne uon~\\ith Lhzabeth, Ttis
the sister of Louisa. and both are the

ld:ur,;hlcrs of Helotse, whuch is Hele wis,
bidden wisdom.  There s, indeed, an-
other form of f.ouisa, or rather Louise,
which is the feminine of Louts, but this
was starcely heard of before the sinteenth
century. The older Heloise form of the
cname, Aloisa, Aloista, or Aloysia, was
" adopted into medeeval English as Alesia
a name which our old gencalogists
always confise with Alice. Emily and
Amelia are not different forms of one
name.  Emily is from .k lia, the name
of an Etruscan gens. Amelia comes from
the Gothic amafu, heavenly.  Reginald
iis not derived from Regina, and has
"nothing to do with a queen. Tt iy Rein-
“alt, exalted purits. Alice, Adeiais, Ade-
latde, Alish, Aline Adeline, are all forms
y of one name, the root of which is adel
vnoble. But Anne was never used as
Didentical with Annis or Agnes (of which
last the old Scottish Annas i~ a vanety) ;
Cnor, as T sturdity maintam, was Elizabeth
ever ssnomvmous with Isabel.  Notes and
Qa‘l(‘l'l('.i.
-2 Mletter trom Van o a Constanti-
nople paper desenbes the condition of the
¢ Chrisuan population of Van and vicinity
Those ourges, the
Kurds, who have been anhing also in
Persia, are continually plundenng and
murdering  Armentan Chrstans, He
sys o U Dhurmg the last three months 1
Sventure to say not a sinzlesday has passed
without new approssions, meerders and out-
rages bemae practisced by Kards and Turls
on Armeaians, Lat not ond ot the crimine
als has been punished.” e local
government 15 both weik amd indifferent
and affords no proscetion. The Kurds
are armed wth the bost Maruni ritles,
and it 1s hﬂr(]l} lm\\lmc to o about the
Ccountry without falling ito their merci-
less hands. They not only kill and plun-
der, but attack most brutally the wives
and daughters of the Christians. Some
of the Armenians have attempicd to de-
fend themsclves, notably in Norduz, where
after asevere contest Jasting several hours,
the Kurds were defeated.  ‘The scheme
ot reform adopted n answer to the
“identical note ¥ of the Furopean Powers
is the appointm.nt in some districts of
two .\rmenians to about ten Kurdish
i Mudirs, who are to be held responsible
for the preservation of peace. The Mudirs
» have not a single policeman to enforce
: their authority.  The protection of the
! Armenians, it is to be feared, will have
| to be undertaken by themselves, as at
Norduz. The missionarics in Persia are
; so fortunate as to cnjoy the friendship of
, the Kurdish leader, Sheikh Abdullah,
| who has caused in several instances pro-
t perty plundered from the Christians by
' his men to be restored, and has brutally
punished the offenders.  But the thievish
invaders are making awful havoc in the
country, killing, burning, and plundering




