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,,. %,Il on liand bclonig-
b. lat accottIt .. .........

i.t.'utst.atidling obliga-
t .wiiffiîîg aitoulnt

It1r Ilarir i:îîprove-
............ $25,568..) 4î

*1iwluthlicIl %vill have
,>ai< iii col,încfioui

harlior ilnîproveienfts 560,823

M tile total of tlic

ç)1%sio for ail onitstandl-
11%ligatiolis of......$26-129,770

$25,67 1,97,

560,823

T,1Zif will lic scei that (lic total deMit and <ihiga-
1 Itritig flic past two ycars have oinly hicn l-

crM Ic' hli snmll of $803.0310, althotighi duriing
l'%;, I1.efind %wc have expcnidcd oin permancnt %worksç

~I joprve uls$297.300 as wchl as Payinlg vat-
iMhwIgîncits ci thie court for dainagcs iiu con-

* ~nwith accidents, floodings, catised by sewers,
*..uu of Ouîr revenue accolanit. aiouitinig to $98.-

,Qtz x. inii '8q: $6o.56.-.7o in 1897; a total OfE $186,-
441- ;3.

SPFCIAL TEMPORARY OBLIGATIONS.
liî i1896 thie arnouiit of special tcniporary obhigi-

ti.l" issnced in connection witlh assessuients and
t1Xc; (Ille hw flic propnietors aniionft( tdfa1.3,
rou. 'lîhiq anîount lias beeni reduccd f0 $,î68ooo
oil Januailrv xst. 1898, fo nlicet thl special asse;s-

îîei~arc (Ille 1w proprictors alînounitiiug ta $i1,177,-

REvE.NuE AND) EXPENDITURF.

(Administration Accouint.)
P uîri:îg thte five years endilng Decetiîber 31st, 1895,

îkre was an average annual cleficit of over two litn-
tirvi thoiisand dlluars. Tt %vill tlicrcfore hc very
gratifyilig f0 the ratepayers ta lcaru that <turinig flie
la%î two, vears, instcad o! ail animal deficit, wc conte
onit %uth a surplus, fliat for 1896 ainottutg t<> $,420,-

18. whiile thte surplus of revenue over c\xpcn(itturc in
184)7 anlounits to the hlandsoni'e SUnI Of ',C82,76-05*
I congratulate the City Coulncil upont this satisfac-
1' 'ry condition ûf affairs. It is proliably thc first

lime ini the history o! tlic city during ftic past tweu!stv
'c.irs, nt ail eveuits, xlhere a surplus of this nature lîaq

Il is noe doubt largcly owing fo the restrictive legis-
k:îi o! 1896, whli eu:acted "That the appropria-

'nts shial neyer cxceed flie antnt ofE the actual :c-
vviiie of thxe lireceding ycar (tliat is to say, the ap-
piropriations of 1897 nmade in ix96 shall he hased o-a
ii>ç rev'enue of :9) antI so oil vearlyafrwr 1
.i\ud that ail reporte of colnnnittecs and ail resolii-
îi-)'ns o! Cotuncil ilnvolving the expenditure o! înoue1y
mnî'st, before flue sanlie cati be Icgaly passcd by the

.'nlncil. be accouipanied liv a certificate frouil Ilie
C outroller thuat there arc tînappropriateil fiiids at
the credit of sucli apýpropriation." "And 1i0 coitnict
or agreement shall be binding tîpon the city unatil

thec sanie lias beccî submitted to and passcd by the
City Counicil." "And every aldermian who, shall vote
aîîy stim cxceeditig the balance so unappropriated
shahl bc personaty respotisible therefore and isali,
ipso facto, lose the riglit of Sitting iu the City LCouli-
cil for five ycars." "Ille City rasîîrcr shall lie
liersonally rcsponsiblc for evcry 511111 of nioney whîizd
lie shall pay, knowvitig tliat it cxcecds the appropria-
tion votcd by flic Cotincil for thîc puirpose inctiq
tion.",

The value of
REAL ESTATE EXEIMITED FRmi TAXATIONl

iii the City of Montrcal nion amtînts to fort>' millioiîs
of dollars. At no distant date tlie City Cotincil ivili
flîîd if self compchled to deal with tlis question. It
wotnld seetu to lie an injustice ta the taxpayers that
ncarlv one-foiirth of the real estate of the citv should
lic exempt fromi taxation, and the question mig-ît
bc solvcd by taxing ail the lanid nlon' cîîtittcd to ex-.
enmption, but nlot the buildinîgs.
AcT 0F 189)7 CO\CECRNING THE FINA.NCES 0F THE

CITY OF MONTREAl.
As voit arc ail familiar with this Act it is not -le-

ccssarv f0 do more than briefly alînde to its restuiz-
tiv*e clauses, whichî malce it impossible for the Cfty
ofE Montrcal to horrotv. or cxpend any amotint not
authorizcd by said Act, and for the specific pt:rposcç
thercin mnioned.

T would strongly recomniend the tien' nicnîibcrs
of the Counicil to thorouighly famuliarize themselvc!.
wvith this, and the above mcntioncd Iav.

WVhile
VALuAnIE FRANCHISES

liave been given by the city in former years, lîpoin
ternus which involveci a loss of revenue to and alsco
an unnecessarilv largd expendifuire 1w thc city'. T

congratulate thliCouncil uipon not hîaving granitc,
any franchîises dîiring tlic past two vears.

Prohably
A FEW SuGGESTIONS,

based iîpon mvy experience iii connection with civic
affairs, may flot be ont of place. Thcey arc offered
as. suggestions siniply, and with ail dite <leference
ta the tîtembers; of fthe Cotincil who, should bc far
more capable o! judging of these niatters thati 1 ain.

The clause introduccd irn Our charter relicving ffie
cif v from carrying Out

FURTHER EXPROPRIATIONS

tintil such time as she lias sufficient funds onl !,ancl
to pay for theni. ha%. 1 believe, been the salvatin
ofl the city, and in niv opinion no fîîrther expropria-
tions or improvements, snch as street widcnings,
should lic carricd out for thec present, because expca-
diture ini connection therewith is not nierely the an:-
ouint paid te proprietcrs as compensation for the
value of their lands or buildings, but incideiitally tlic
large outlays in'volved ini street pavings, side-wvalks,
drains, water seriieça, to say nothing p! subsequeîît


