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BB thinker, Fichte, recoiled.  You will find the record of this strug-
gle betwoen head and heart in his hook entitled, ¢ Dio Bestim- |

profoundest pleasure that I peruse this address, deating as it docs
% incidentully with the question of © Freo Will"—a question which
= has cogaged my thoughts sinco tho time I became capable of ob-
¥ scrvation and reflection.
: ’i understood when it is scon that the main positions taken in my
@ provious articles aro sustained and confirmed by one of tho great-
£ cst of living scientists and thinkers. In tho courso of his address

E this: Aro tho brain and tho morl and intellectual processes
known to be associsted with tho brmin—and as far as our
B cxperienco gocs, indissolubly associated—subject to tho samo laws

%¢ termined at all hazards 1o maintein his frecdom, but tho prico ho
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“¥REE WILL” AND “FYREF MORAL AGENCY.*
(Continued. )

BY ALLEN PRINGLE.

Since my last article on this subject in the FreeTnovcur
JOURNAL, an address on “ Scienco and Max,” given at Birming-
ham, Englaad, by ¥rof. Tyndall, bas been published in Toronto in
the Noverher number of the Forinightly Review. Tuis with the

My intense gratification will bo better
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Prof. Tyndall says:
“Wo now stand faco to faco with the final problem. Itis |

which wo find paratiount in physical natur?  Is tho will of man,
in other words, froe, or aro it and nature equally ‘bound fast in
fate'? From this latter conclusion, after ho had cstablisked it to
the entiro satisfaction of lLis understanding, tho great German

mung des Menschen—tho Vocstion of Man. Fichto was do-
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puid for it indicates tho difficulty of tho task. To escapo from

tho iron necessity seen ovorywhere reigning in physical nature, ho

' turned defiantly round upon nature end law, and affirmed both of

themn to be the products of bis own mind. Ho was not going to
bo the slave of o thing which ho had himself created. Theroisa
gond deal t) be said in favor of this view, but fow of us probably
would bo able to bring into play the soivent transcendentalism
whereby Fichto melted his chaina.

“ Why do somo of us regard this notion of necossity with
tarror, whilo others do not fear it at all7 Has not Carlylo some-
whoro seid that a belief in destiny is tho bias of all earnest minds?
* It ig not nature,’ says Fichte, ‘it i3 freedom iteelf, by which the
greatest and most terrible disorders incident o our raco are pro-

. duced. Man is the cruclest cnemy of man.’ But the question of
- nioral responsibility here emerges, and it is the possiblo Joosening

of this responsibility that so many of us dread. Tho motion of
necessity cortainly failed to frighten Bishop Butler. Ho thonght
it untrue, but ho did not fear its practical consequences. He
showed, on the contrary, in the ¢ Analogy’ that as far as human
conduct is concerned, tho two theories of froe will and nocessity
como to tho samo in the end.

#{Vhat is meant by freo will! Does it imply the power of
producing ovents without antecodentsi—of starting, as it were,
upon a creative tour of occurrences without any impulso from

* within or from without 7 Let us consider tho point. If thero be

absolutely or relatively no resson why o treo should fall, it will
not fall ; and if thero bo absolutely or relatively no reason why 8
maa should act, ko will not act. It is truo that tho united voico
of this assembly could not persundy mo that I havo not, at this
moment, tho power to lift my arm if I wish to do so. Within
this rangoe tho conscious freedom of my will canmob bo quostioned.
But what about the originof the ¢ wish’? Are we, or aro wo not,
completo masters of the circumstances which creato our wishes,
motives, and tendencies o actiont Adequato refloction will, X

| think, prove that wo aro not, What, for example, havo I had to

do with tho generation and dovclopment of that which some will
consider my total being, and others a most potent factor of my
total being—tho living, sposking organism which now addresscs



