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Man's Handiwork.

GLABS-WARE,

o

Tue works of God
have occupied our
attention in these
pages a great many
times. They are
beautiful, wonderful, ¢
grand !

But suppose now,
we turn for a little !
time to some of the |
beautiful works of;
man, and sec what
. he can do.  We)
will select the glit-
tering, bright col-
ored, and bcau-
tifully cut glass ware g
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known as the Bohe-
mian, }
It is made in the northern portion of Austria. !
You will all know where to look for Bohemia on your |
maps, and some of you will know that this province i
has been the scene of military prowess in the recent ;
European war. Whether any of
the glass ware was smashed or
not we cannot say, but the pic-
tures . which we present were
made previous to the war. Some
of it is manufactured in Bavaria.
This kind of glass, both whiteand
colored, isimported into this coun-
try in vast quantitics. The glass
is made of sand, chalk, potash,
brimstone, and arsenic, melted to-
gether, and mixed with various
colors in the shape of oxyds.
Gold, when used, is of the purest,
and is dissolved in strong acid.

The manufactories, or fubrigues,
arc small and unpretending build-
ings, mostly of one room, and are
scattered about in the various vil-
lages. Each fabrique has in the
center a furnace with eight com-

color, with a man and a boy to at-
tend each one. The metalis taken
out hot, and blown into moulds,
and these rough vesselsaresent out
into the neighboring houses to be polished and (
ornamented by the cottagers who live in them. 5
It is here that their wonderful beauty is acquired. ¢
These poor people, living in their block houses, are |
artists of the highest stamp. A wheel for cutting
the glass, two or three brushes with which to put |
on the paints, and an oven to bake them in, are al- g
most the only instruments they use. They draw
their own patterns, or cut and paint by the eye with-
out drawing even the outlines. It is very interest-
ing to go from one cottage to another. In one you
arc amazed by the exquisite paintings in gold, sil-
ver, and colors. In another you see them cutting
out all those beautiful leaf work, lily, bell-flower,
octagon, and star-shaped vases, which is done not
only by men, but by their children, girls and boys.
A visitor says: “In one cottage I was particularly
struck by the work of a man, his son, and two
daughters, sitting at as many whecls, cutting the
most elaborate but delicate figures. They were
shaping from merely turned-over bell vascs those 5
3

bheautiful varieties of lily and flower indented lamps
for suspension, and vessels for holding bouquets.
They traced the scrolls, stalks, and fibers with the
same easc as the barefooted wife and mother prepared ;
their supper in the wooden bowl on the earth floor g
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behind them. There was but one apartment for
the fine arts, the nursery, and the kitchen, yet all

¢

was neatness, perfect cleanliness, and order.”
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In one cottage were two young men, one of whom
made scroll work, while the other painted flowers
and butterflies. The latter displayed two large
cases of beautiful insects, which he had gath-
cred and preserved as copies to assist him in paint-
ing, and he imitated them with wondertul fidelity,
both in form and color. Another in a tew minutes
ctched a deer in the act of lcaping over some
broken palings—a most splendid and spirited ani-
mal. These wonderful figures owe their Leauty to
the fidelity with which they arc copicd from nature.
It is indeed the highest aim of man’s mechanical
skill, to copy nature as mearly as possible. And
what has he done at his best to compare with na-
turc after all 7 Man makes some things to look like
the creatures that God has made, but suppose we
compare them., Man's creatures are but glass and
metal and paint ofter all, aad that only on the

BOURMIAN ARTISAN'S COTTAGE.

surfuce.  God's creatures have life, and grace, and
action, they are perfect throughout, c¢ven to the .
finest fiber. Then, too, it is plain that man’s high- .
est skill Jies in the imitation of the works of nature.
God is the great Creato, man is his crcature and
his humble imitator. It is right that we should
admire, and love, and imitate; but O let us never sct
up our wisdom and our ability in defiance of the |
wisdomn and the ability of the Infinite Creator of all
things! J.Cc

For the S8unday-Ichivol Advocate,

Sunshine Pictures,

I surrose you know that dagucrreotypes, photo-
graphs, etc., are taken by the aid of sunshine. I '
presume that somie of you may know something |
about the principle on which they are taken. You '
will do so at all events when you study Natural i
Philosophy. The light must pass through a small |
opening into a dark room, where the reversed image
falls like a shadow on the wall. The instrument
with which such pictures are taken is therefore
called a cumera, that is, a chamber. !

Now you can have a “camera” of your own if
you choose. The best would be some good sized
room that can be madc pretty dark, the darker the |
better, letting in only a single ray of sunlight. Then ¢
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downward., If'the
holeislow enough,

all around, where
this ray of sun-
light falls on the
wall or the floor,
you will sccan im-
of whatever
comes nearly in a
range between the
sun and the roon.
It will make a
beautitul lieing
picture. If light
billowy clouds are
floating ncar, you
will see their shad-
ows moving like
magic across the
scene. If a treeis
in range, that will
be pictured out
with wondrous
distinetness top

aoe
age

so that you can
get the range of
things mear the

P

BOHEMIAN ARTISAN,

ground, men or animals may
come striding across your pic-
vour pictare heels upward. The
camera can also be made of a box
with a hole in one side, and a lit-
tle lid in the top for you to look
through. In cither way it is a
very pretty cxperiment, and I
hope some of you will try it. It
always scems to me just such an
innocent yet enchanting device as
our kind heavenly Father might
exprea:ly arrange for the amuse-
ment and instruction of his chil-
dren, I belicve lie loves to have
us investigate, and study, and in-
tereat oursclves in the works of
his hands.  And as we do so let
our hearts go out in admiration
of his wisdom, in love for his
kindness, and in thorough enjoy-
ment of all the Deauties with
which he has surrounded us.
AUNT JULIA.
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ywEN holy children come to die,

How sweet their latest moments are ;
Their happy spirits long to fly

From this vain world of grief and care.
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