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IrI PoR@RTTHRE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUNNING."—D5. 137, v. 5.

Sermon,

j were not the only dispositions which Jesus

y the Rev. William Henderson, A. M., of  required of his followers. All his doctrines,
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Mat. vir. 24—27. ¢ Therefore, whosoever
eareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them;

will liken him unto a wice man, which built his
house upon a rock; and the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. And every one that hear-
eththese sayings of mine, and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built
bishouse upnn the sand : and the rain descended,
adthe floods canie, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell. and great was the
fallof it.”

Inthe last verse of the fourth chapter of
this Gospel, we are told, that when the peo-
plehad seen ¢ Jesus curing the sick, casting
ont devils, and healing those that were taken
with divers diseases and torments, great mul-
titudes followed him from Galilee, and from
Decapolis, and from Judea, and from bevond
Jordan.” * Accordingly our Saviour, “ever
ansious -to henefit the souls of men, seized
the opportunity of proclaiming the great
lading’ principles of the religion which he
ame.to establish.  The substance of this ce-
lebrated discourse the ivangelist has lft on
tecord in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chap-

ters of this Gospel.  In the conclusion of this |

seventh chapter we are told that the multi-
tude were astonished .at his duetrine, and
perthaps wiliing to regard him as a prophet,
for they perceived that he taught them, not
as the scribes, -their usual instructors, but as
{one having authority, that is, as one commis-
‘sioned from heaven,

Stll the acknowledgment of his divine
tharacter, and 2 willingness to hear his words
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were intended to reach the heart, and influ-
ence the life. If they produced not this effect,
they failed of accomplishing the end for which
, they were intended. A mere external profee-
sion of attachment to the Saviour, without a
sincere and hearty obedience to his com-
mands, cannot profit.  Accordingly, before
our Saviour ended his discourse, he stated.
this important truth (verse 21 to verse 24).
And the more deepiy to impress the thought
on their minds, he cmbodies the great lesson
in the form of a parable.

In the parable, which forms our text, he
represents two men of very duferent charac-
ters as going forth to scwch for a siwe on
which they might ercet for themselves perma-
nent habitations. = O of them, foolish and
inconsiderate, thinks only of the present mo-
ment.  He sces the sua woilang in brightness
. through a cloudless shy «bove him.  The ri-
vulet, softly meanderiug through the verdant
vale beneath, sprewds weonand 2 rich profusion
of herbs, flowers, and fiviis. The cooling
; zephyr plays around Liw, scaitecing purfumes
from its balmy wings. Nuawure, decked in
summer's richest vtuanents, here appears in
all her lovcliness. 1o is waiignted with the
prospect, hie jurgats that it yilt change, and
he pootreds at ouce to lay the fuundation of
his dwaling upon tie semdy brink of the
purling stream.

Tho hoase Is buiit; bat sumiuer departs,
The sun hides his bead inclouds; the sky
gathers blachness; tue dews of morning,
which gently descended on the herbage, re~
freshing and fruciifying the plains, give placo

to the deluging raius of a wopical climate,,
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