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ON YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN
ASSOCIATIONS.

(COMMUN!IcTVED.)

The present season of the year, when
the.se Associations have just been hold-
ing their great annual assemibly for the
Maritime Provinces, appears, eQpecially
suitable for some reflections upon their
influence on the great work of Evange-
lization, and upou thc relation in which
they stand to the regularly constitutd
and recognized agencies of the various
C hure lies.

The origin of such societies is un-
doubtedly a desire in the youngnien for
an increascd degrce of personal religion
such as that which brought togvether the
youthful Wesley and Iris
in his rooms at Oxford ; but
to tIre Latter movement there
occasion to fear that it will
in the addition of another to
numerous churchies which,
protestant Christian world.
sult would only Lie likely to
the members comnposin- the

companions
with regard
is not any
ever result
the alrea(ly
dlivide the
Siiech a re-
occur were

societies of
one deiioominatian and seeking tbr reforra
in doctrine and in matters of' form and
eersýmon y.

With regard to the relationship in ivhich
Y. M's. C. Associations and the clergy
stand to each other there certainly exists
a 'rery general impression and 1 fear

LLLre1- si-icrea3s--. for -à%tâ liIy are
by no nicans in thorongh accord. iany
of the young, muen Lhernselves, on the
one liand, havt, the opinion that most
clergymen either entirely withold it, or,
at most, only give theni their lukewarmn
oympathy, whilst some clergymen I be-
lieve regard these socities as undertaking

aneniriy speergatory work. But

besides these clergymen there are many
others who are incliued to ask, is not al
that such a society as aY. M. C. A.,
can propose to itself to do, beink effected
by what have been hitherto the only
constituded agencies-preaching, catech-

izing, prayer meetings, and clerical vis
itations. .Such pensons, both arnong
clergy and laity, believing that the sev-
eral churches are possessedl of a sufficient
machinery to carry on their work are
apt to attribute the origin of the societies
in a great meazure to the ambition of
aspiring young men who would endeav-
our l)y entering irregîîlarly into the lab-
ouîr. of others to arrogate in themnselves
an rîndue importanice anid to acquire an
aspriidaney and undeserved influence
anion- their as;socia-tes. Now it mnust
hiappen in these as in ail other assýocia-
tion; tirat tIre men of greater ability,
if tliey be at the saine tinie possessed of
that quality essential to progress in spiri-
tual as well as in temporal matters,
namely earnestness, must acquire a cer-
tain 1)redominance and lead, but it ap-
pe-ars to 'ne that the societies by thiri
contitution provide as far as possible
against any sucli rîndue influence and
ascendancy on the part of'a few~ iridivi-
duals. So long a-; the As';ociations are
in a proper subordination to the regular
ministry and to congregational organi-
zations, there is reason to hiope that they
will prove a means of great good among
those to wlroin the al)ostle John wrote,
because tlrey are strong and the word of
God abideth in tliern and they have
overcoine t'Le wicked one, and so 1 for
one (lare not deem their work superero-
gatorv. In ail agez and in evrcour.-
try it has been tire young menr who have
left the greatest impress of character
u,,on their generation, and we should
Le thiankful for the evidence which Y.
M. C. A'S. afford of' an earnest spirit of
enquiry and a sincere desire to attain
unto truc wisdom among those of the
present nge. It may further be urged
on behaif of 4-ssociations that they sup-
ply a really feit want. Young men in
ivhom life and the! love of iLs pleasures
are intensely strong are exposed to a
degree of temptation to yieid to the
natural tendencies of their natures ivhich
those who have attained to riper years
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