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suits. We have ample tcstimony that on many of our heavy
and light souls this treatmnrt has beenl cminently satisfa-ýctory,.

NAT'U R»ALL-OCCURIR[Nc ETLIE

'Closely relating to tue question of soul plant food is that of
"fertilizers. In rnany parts of the Dominion arc to be found vast
deposits of materiai rich in the ciements ncssary for plant groivth.
T-hese accumulations of swaînp rnuck, peat, mari, -ypsum, moss,
river and tidal muds, seaweed, etc., etc., are ail înost valuable.
'Their composition should be better known and thieir methods of
application more universally understood. Analyses made
in our laboratories have established the fact that swamp r-nucks
are nitrogenous fertilizers of a higrh order. In an air-dried con-
dition they iviii average per ton between 30 lbs. and 40 lbs. of
nitrogen which eiement by suitable fermentation tnay, D1 con-
verted inito assimilable forrns for crop use. Moreover, we have
ascertained that this m-aterial (air-dried) is an excellent absorbent
so that it cati be used to advantagre in and about our farin
buildings and indeed everywhere where there is liquid manure
to absor-b. By its use in this ivay riot only is the inostA valuabie
portion of the manure saved from loss but the buildings, the fa-ri-n
and the yard xvell kept dlean. The fermentation that subsequentiy
cusues iii the manure pile resuits in the production of a rich, and
quick acting fertilizer. These deductions are dra'vn from over
onc- hunclred analyses made by us of inuck collected iii the
various provinces of the Dominion.

A wvord or two about moss litter. During the past ycar an
investigation %vas mnade in our laboratories of samples of peat
m-oss frorn Nejcv Brunswick. The results obtained establiied a
highl valur for this substance as a bedding- naterial. Its absorp-
tive capacity is high, the air-dried moss holding as much as 1
and i1S ti mes its owvn wciglit of liquid. Not onfly is it useful ini
kceping stables dry, but also preserves thcm frec from odour, for
it lias tlie property of absorbing amimonia and other gases
Moss tter (principally species of Sphagnumn) contains about
half of one lercentof nitrogen,as -x%'eil as notable quantities of otiîe


