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the Cretaceous, %viffi the firiesi op-orlunities for the Study of the more
recont geological hà -nmicna, such -as I)ert.iin to t he n'l*ac.iani
glacial tinies. 1-lere we h ive the broad areas of the qiluirian lying
against tic buitresses of the old Liure,îtian hils in as horizonta-l a
1) sit*on as when frrt deposired, and there %ve hiave thie saine series of
rocks, fodded and tv:sted, overturned and faulitcd, and rn)eta'i'torphlosed
ta stuch an extent tha-.t ail traces of their carly and original character
have ipparently dciparted. WVonderful dispLays (if thie mnormonîs foldings
to whi hl the eartlî's crubt lias been suhjected arc visible in thc Rocky
Mouttainii uplift on the west, and iii the fractured and cruiipled char-
acter of th2 rocks in the sections cast of tie St. L-mrence wvith their
tangled complex of strata of widely separated horizons.

T'o attenîpt ta give even an outline of the worl, of tie Survey
dtr;ng the past t-wenty ytars would require a far longer tinte tlîat we
have at our disi>:>sal this cvenin'g, and %ve cati but )iint out some of
the inost protwinent points in the policy of e'<p)lorationi whichi have been
pursied. Prior to the admissionî of the Nortli-We'st Territory int the
Do'ninion 've wvere practically destitute of -iny noldeof tlîat great
countrv. W"Ihat iniformiation we îîosses,:ed %vis derivetl fionm the travels
and e'î)lor.ttioris, l)riticipallv, of the l>alliqer-1-lector cxp--ditiot of thirty-
rive years aIgIo, fronil the H-ind Sakt'lea xlieditimn of tie saine
date, as well as froni the journals of Hudson Bay Factors and tic
story of searcli parties in the quest after 1Fr.inklin. At best it wvas
sufficiently nieagre. Its geat wealtli of sou] anid minerais ivas ahlost
entirely unknown, and the general concenisus of op)inionl appeared to 1e
ihat, the grea'er part of the.immnense plain country, bounded hy a sea
uf iiiuntains on tie wc-st, and wvîtl its great inland seas and streams,
navigable for tîîaty hutndrcds of muiles, as fitted orly for tie supp)ort

of Uie Indian, the buffilo and the fuir bearing -tnimaki, and lkely to be
of but little prospective importance ta the wh1ite setdier Dirculy
followint, its incorlporation i.':", ih Dominion, exploratory parties wvere
fitted out by tie Gcological Survpy whichi traversed the great plains, the

passes of tie Rockies, the cotuntry of the Peace Rive:r, an~d the
Siskatchewan. Ycar aicr ycar lias this policy been carried or. tilI nowv
tliese scientirtc Cxllorations, gcological and botanical. have explorcd a
very large area indeed, reaching nortliwv .-% ncarly to, the tîouth of the


