
Zoology in its widest sense, nay aum at a full and complete
knowledge of animal life, froni the simple ceil of the lowest protozeon te
that of the most complex or differentiated structure in existence. It
rnay net only be a knowledge of animal life as it now exist8, with its
almost infinite nuniber of variations and complexities, but it may extend
its researches away baclc for cotîntiess ages aiîd inquire into their orîgin
or b(eginning-inquire froin wlience they came and wvhicher they are
tending. Truly a. vast subjeot.

In thr, ordiuary study of animal life the various kinds are grouped
together in a certain ordor. The ilnber cf the different sorts cf
animiais nain- very great-much greater thanl that of plants.-and the
diversity aniong, them also being grcater, a division cf the saine into
branches rehlting to different gyroups may naturally taire place, as
without an arrangement of this kind it wvould be alinost impossible to
describe an animal in such a way as to enable the student te iad very
readily any partîcular animal described. This me-hod cf greulbing
anintais togecther is somevliat a.; follows: Supvosingr we take up thiat
branch of zeelegy ivhich bias fer its sabject bird life, or ornitliolo&'.,
(ornis a bird, logos a disceurse). The first step in classification 'vould
be te ascertain soma e)culiarity comimon te ail animais whichi go by the
naine cf bird. It wvenId occur te niest cf us at once tliat ail birds have
feathers, and that ne other animal is sirailarlv clothed. This one char-
acteristie would be sufficient te determine a bird's pIl&e among animals *
Having got this far, it would very seen be perceived that; structural
différences, particularly in the feet, ecisted amiong birds, some having
three tees, soma four-, somt with three in front andl one behind, soma
with two in front and twvo behiind, othier.4 agaîn wîtli three i front
only, sonme witli thieir tees joined together îvitlî a thini skinny web, and
several other peints cf difference. It would be quite natural te begin
classification by grouping together ail the birds having the sanie kind cf
feet. We wvouId net think cf placing, a bird with feet adapted fer
perchîng in the sanie group with those with feet adapted for swiminiing*
We weuld soon have several large orders cf birds arranged by their
feet peculiarities; buit this grouping wvould net be sufficiently deflnite,
as many birds wvitb feet soniewliar alike are very different in other
respects; se that, iii order te desigynate any particular bird with certainty


