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lu one instance, wben thne birds tocmted lin a dead inapte
*tnank set up for tbem within a few feet of our owui bouse, the

bards worked altemmately at miuiing or excavating the bote in
wbicb the uiest proper was ptaced. The tengtb of tine orne would

* work varied fromn a few minutes to thirty. Thom it woutd calt a
f.w tii... and thne mate would appear upon Uthe scne and tae a
sbift at the work. Toward thne lms of the dmng operations the
Mate "ef ne bt work and the femaie was busily eogaged li
cottecting mnateriat for thne mea. ibis cooslsted of âne shreds of
cedar bark, otber fibrous ateriul, hair mand a few sinal feattuers,
and trne wbote was, wett 1Ustd together.

Tbe excavation bad been euitmrged to aifcoydmoius
* ~whidrn weoe as fo011w: estrance ovat, orne incb by one andou-

elghth ln diameter, teadlig inward an inchu and orne quarter on
* lower side, then downward six inches muid entmrged to nemrty

four loches across for baif the tower tonuel.
The next cavity measured about orne and ornehaI loch li

diameter and depth. Ait chinks and cracks witbin the excavation,
if tbey tead to the out"le ame tightiy cautked with fibrous mate-
rial of the saine composition as the meit

Before the feu"at b.d completed the neut, the male began
carrylg Oir baisan, front the tries suMud4ag their home, and
besme-are an area about the entrance te the mas, futty four loches
lin diamete.

flhe Nutbatches we may couisider cur ooly bird. whicu use
artilicilt wempous for ther protectio. Tbe entranoe tu tUe mests
bing mtways fortified by miaou cf balsain, whic sieus te b.
mpptied for thne purpose of kespiog out the whlte-footed mouise, an

omivorous tittle rodent that woutd gtadty avait himodt cf Uthe
OPPOrI ty cf maklog a miat cf the egg or youog birds, or drive
away the oid birds and use the must for its ou. tem«eet.

flue eggi. of tbis spocles of Nutbatc are uuuatty six inlomi
ber, wbite, with brownisb spots, chieS7 am the large eod. Saine
sets couitain eggs nearty sphericat li forin.

flhe duty of icubation lu perforaed by Urne fem.i. mmd covers
a period of twelve day.. The mate --aàcot f.e bis maue
duriuig tbis period, adds more bisamnt about tise eotrmmoe te the
uiest, and does gemerat pickei duty about home. Whbeo hatctued, Uthe


