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thould not perish, but have everlasting
lite And who shall pervert this truth ?
Who shall make the grace of God of none
efect 2 Will it do to mix up with that
grace any particle of human merit? It
were the grossest contradiction : it were
uniting two things that are incompatible
It were saying aud unsaying the same
thing at one¢ and the same time. Butev-
enif it were not, even if these two things
were compatible, where is that human
merit to be found ?  Shall we meet with
ttin the world 2 Could we seck foritin
ourselves 2 Could we seek for it in the
most perfect of our species? We ask
you to make the search. Look inward.
Lookabroad. Whereisthe perfect man?
Where is the just man that doeth good
and sinneth not 2 No! it isby grace we
are saved ! The whole world is guilty

| before God : there is none righteous, no

notone! And this is the uniform testi-
mony of the scripture: “being justified
freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ”: ¢ therefore it is of
faith that it might be by grace”: “it is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that sheweth mer-
¢y": “ who hath saved us and called us

[ with an holy calling, not according to our

works, but according to his own purpose
of grace™: “not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according

: j o hismercy he saved us, by the washing

of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho-
ly Ghost, which he shed on us abundant-
Iy through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that,
being justified by his grace, we might be
made neirs according to the hope of E-
ternal life”. ¢ By grace are ye saved.”

We come to the consideration of the
means or instrument, of salvation. « By
grace are ye saved througk faith”.

Faith is better known than it can be
described. It may ba said to be that act
of the mind by which we lay hold cf, or
appropriate, the blessings of salvaticn - —
But this ie too vague. In its strictest
meaning it is merely belief in an object
ortestimony. Asthe wordis usedin Serip-
ture, however,it is not merely belief in an
objector testimony,but belietin that object
or testimony for a purpose. It does not
mean merely belief in the fact that
Christ died as a propitiation for sin, but
belief in that fact in order to our salvati-
on. In other words, it is belief in this,
accompanied with such a state of the
beart, such a sense of our own guilt, and
consequent need of a Saviou, that our
belief lays hold of Christ, or appropriates
him for the urposes of salvation. It were
zothing to %eheve that Christ died as a

propitiation for sinners, unless we knew
or felt ourselves to be sinners, and were
under this conviction brought to Christ
as the Saviour provided in the gospel.—
The efficacy of faith in this truth depends
upon its buing exercised when it mnot
merely belicves the fact, but believes it
for salvation. And thisis the distinction,
a distinction often drawn, between histo-
rical and saving faith, betweer faith and
merely specelative belief It bas been
said, that there is no difference between
these : that there can be but one kind of
faith ; and much idle declamation has
been employed against the distinction re-
ferred to. But the distinction isan im-
portant one. The belief, the act of the
mind, in both cases may be the same;
but ir.  faith,” that which Scripture
speaks of under this name, there is not
only the act of the mind, but a state of
the heart Faith is the compound of these
two: it is the resuliant, if we may so speak,
of these two : “* With the heart man belie-
veth unto righteousness”: it thou confess
with the mouth the Lord Jesus,and believe
in thine heart that God bath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved”: «if
thou believest with all thine beart thou
mayest be baptised”: Faith is believing
with the heart : it is believing in order to
a purpsse : it is believing for salvation.—
We may believe the truth that Christ
died for sinners, as ceptainly as we be-
lieve any thing else ; Dt until we believe
this in order to our own salvation ; and
we cannot do so unless there is first a
conviction of sin, a sight of our own lost
state by nature; until we thus believe,
there is no saving faith. Saving faith is
Just faith in order to salvation. 1f it be
said that this is just belief after all, belief
in an ascertained truth, beliefin a Savi-
our, we grant it; but that truth is not as-
certained, is not apprecialed, in other
words, Christ is not anprehended as a Sa-
viour, until there be first a convietion of
sin, an apprehension of merited punish-
ment, from which it is that Christ saveth.
There may be the consciousness of guilt
whicly is inseparable from sin, and which
is common to every sinner, and, along
with this, the belief of the fact, that the
Son of God came into our world, and ac-
tually suffered and died for sinners ; but
as the former is not a true or saving con-
viction of sin, so the latter is not a true
or saving faith in Christ. A distinction
isaccordingly drawn by the apostleJames
betwecn two kinds of faith, and the
ground of that distinction just lics in the
fact that there may oe a faith without that
state of the heart to which wchave advert-,



