
CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Thieologue :-The circumstance of having flnislied the,
mid-sessional exams calis to mmid the mnany things that have been
said against examinations. The ideal of a certain classi of stu-
dents is a time wvhen colleges shall have no exarnînation papers;

tirne wlhen everything shial be free and easy. One woul th.ink
thiat thieologutes, whio preachi the leg'al sid e of righteousness, who
dwell with rapture upon thie conception of a judgment seat before
whichl ail mnust corne and render account, would be statunchi uphiol-
den. of a systein of stringent examinations. But no; strange para-
dox. They are found rnaintaining that to insist, on exarnination
halls and standards of education is to speak a want of faith in the
Christian consciousness of the candid-ates, and to put the affiairs
of " the Kingdom" on a level. with those of " the worl" ; and wvith
the next breath they declare, that the future w'orld is one in
%Nhieh rewvards :.nd punishiments are meted out according to the
nrts or demnerits of those enteng it.
Why inakze this distinction? If it is moral for God thius to

judge men, is it not moral for judginent to ho passed in matters
relating to His kingdomi on earth'? Ili short, is it not immoral
for students assisted by thieir preshyteries to seek to avoid the
annoyances and drudgery incident to Mie prescnibed course o
preparation foi' the wvork of the ininistry, unlless sufficiently good
reasons. cari ho given for such a course; a proviso wvhichi lias not
ahvays been met ini years gone by. Not until such tirne, -%%-len
in the process of developmnent mnen shall corne to love truthi anmd
integnrity for thieir ow'n sakes, wvilI it ho sa-fe to reinove the
healthiful disciples of exarninations. I (Io not tlhink there is an
honest mnan among us whio does not wceept them, as, in existing
conditions, a,. ncessary part of his training. Our standard of
education lias been rapidly advancing, and it is a thoughit wichl
inay wvell fill withi jey the liearts of those viho love our hall, that
thiat standard will be advanced still hiigher, and thiat too, in liar-
xnony w'ithi the expressed wvish o? our students. For let it bô
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