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Annas, sternly rebukeg them for thejr conduct lege higher than belongs to the angels of God,
in Proclaiming the forbidden name, and with n the temple The post of duty, the place
white lips declares, « Ye intend to bring this where they hafbe

man's blood upon us " Boldly Peter answers | tre of the opposition to the Gospel, Al
for his brethren that they are but the messengers thi i

of the God of Isracl, who has raised hig Son
from the dead as Pringe and Saviour, and that
they dare pot withhold the message of thejp
King,  The enraged council ape ready to order
them to death, hut calmer counsels prevai] ; the
apostles are beaten, but not slain, and bear the
tlmin and shame witl, Jjoy, glad to bear testimony
or their Master,

21. They entered into the temple.
The place wag probably Solomoy’s Porch. on the
ast of the eoypt of the Gentijes, Ver. 12,
Barly in t; © morning. Rey, Ver., “about
daybreak,” They went at once, ag 800N as re.
leased, ang were there in time for the morning
sacrifice, gt Sunrise, Qp account of the Leat of
the climate in Palestine work beging with
the first light, in the cool of the mornin , and
the hot noon time g taken for rest, igh-
priest came, For the purpose of holding
the trial of the apostles, in the hall Gazith, the
session-room of the Snnhedrin, in the courts of
Israel and of the Priests, iy the temple, They

at were with him. Hijs immediaty
friends and partisans, who haq called the peet.
ing of the entire council, © council. ...
and all the Senate. The two words mean
about the same, the repetition being for the sake
of emphasis, Sent to the rison. Where
they had committed them o the day before, and
Supposed them now to be,

EXPrLAy \Tonry AND I’IIA(‘TICAL
NOTEN,

Verse 17. The high-priest, *robably
Annas (as in Lesson VL,) who was regarded by
the Jews ag the true high-[nil-st, though his sop.
in-law Caiaplias held the office,  Roge up.

1 eXpression meaning that thoey were aroused
to action by the pr minence which the new gos.
pel was obtaining, an| the power which it wag
ferting. ~ All they that were with him,
Not all the Nanhedrin op supreme council, Jyy¢
those leaders who were iy sympathy and affilia.
tion with the high-priest, ect of the 8ad.

UCees, The smyjjep in number of the two
Jowish sects, phy¢ more largely represented in the
ofﬁcu-hohling class than t}e Pharisees, They
were rationalists, denying the resurrection an
the future life, and hence were offended at tho
prean:hing of the apostles, ndignalion,
Angry both at the fact of the apostles preaching
after they hag forbidden them i and at the doe.
trine which they preached, L. The boasted Jil.
erality of skepiics is 5 myth.  None are more
bigoted than unbelievers,

18 Laid thejr hands.  Seizg them
roughly, by thejy police, Qp ¢; 8 apostes,
Probably a]] the twelve were this time arrested,

n the common prigopn, [, the public
Jail of the city, in company with the lowest and
vilest rl‘i!m'nuls; and, according to Oriental
usage, left to starye unless supplied by thejp
friends wit), food. 9, But uoufa may be freg
while bodies aye chained,

19. The angel. Rather, g4 in Reviged
Versinn, “an angel.” It g evidently related as
& supernatural event, though some Writers sup-
Pose that it wag through the agency of a friend

23, 23 hen the officers came,
The eivi] officers of the S:unhcdriu, who were t,
execute its orders, The priscu....shut,
The heavenly visitant had not only opened the
doors, but closed them again, anq 80 quietly that
the escape of twelve men K been unnoticed,
Keepers standing Without. Iy b,
East the guards stand outside the entrance to the
Jjail.  No man within, The may have
been the only prisoners, op the words may mean
“n0 man of "those whom we were seeking, "

24. Captain of the temple. The chief
of the Levite police in the temple quarter,
Chief riests. The leaders of the Priestly
order. whethey from rank op force of character,

oubted of them, Were much, perplexed
concerning them,” Rey. Ver, They coulq not
understand the events nor thejp cause : and por.
haps a fear and aye of the Supernatural aroge i,
their minds, W éreunto thig would
8row.  They f aped the results (a4 might
come to pass, in the ﬂtrmlg(houiug of the Gospel,
and the loss of their own influence, 6. God's
Ways are ever a marve] to men,

25, 26. Then Came one. From gol,.
mon's Porch into the Hall Gazith, Within the
aren of the tomple, Standing in the tem-

le. “Near ot hand, in thig very building,»
geaohing the people. Showing therel,
no intention ofohe_\'ing the orders of the couneil,

rought them withoyt violence. The

at wm'k. in behalf of his peo le, Opened
the prison doors, 4, [, and walls qre
o barrier jy the way of God's purposes,

miracle was not without jtg effect in the milder
treatment of tle apostles,

20. Go, stand and speak, The angel
opens the prison ang bids the disciples Preach,
but does not preach himself, ¢ o the divine
plan that men, and pot angels, shall call their
fellow.men to Tepentance, 5, We have a privi.




