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THE MIORAL MARK OF MAN.

1.

ELL dcserved and sincere tlîanks at-e offered to the RE.-
viw for thc, kirid wvelcome it g'ives to this present essay,
w:hich is flot scientific, but purely ethical. If I write from
a rnorai ý1-:-ndpoint, it is for the sole reason that ethics

teach men liow to live. Live we mlust more or lcss time; lience, of
paramiount importance is it to Iearn tic art of living. Tlîat real
men, men wortlîy of the namie, nien endowed 1vitlî lofty ideals, are
fcev is tule constant cry of the agc. Quitc otherwise wvould it bc if,
instcad of followving blindlv the leading string of tlîeir misdirected
in'iinations, men were to, take rcsolutely in hiand the education of
tlîeir 'will and the formation of tlîcir ciaracter.

Theorctically, a nian's cliracter is susceptible of formation and
betterment. There is no one wvlo carrnes flot witlîin lhinî1 the nuclcus
of a hiero, as -,vell as thiat of a scoundrel. The rose and the nefarious
w~'eel may spring up fron- a saine soi]. Practically thouglli, linmited
indeed is tenmber of tiiose w~ill couragcously breast the diffi-
(-llties itilici-ent to the arduous tas-k of self-culture and self-mastery,
1cr nian is, and alw'ays will be, his owvn, bis niost tyrannical and per-
Si-dent enemny. ''J'aiime encore miieux forg-er titan ûine que la
?meuibler," saidMnage Maty, thien, the first part of this cssay,
which is more or less the adaptation of a miasterly littie book pub-
lishced iii French, prove lhelpful to, rny readers of ''good ivl"wlîo
feel the laudable ambition of "fo-g-ing theit- soul" iii order to, acquire
thecnmost desirable of accomplishnients, the niost telling of ail v%-r-

tucs-virility of character.

What is Character?i The wvord, etvm1ologically consicleued, signifies to engrave or to
ctch. Though nunîcrous I-e tmc acceptations of the terni under con-
sideration, yet it mnaintains the sanie sense of its prinmitive origin.
The fit-st idea it conveys to, the mmid is.tlîat imîage, vivid and clear,
of those Grecian aî-tists decply furrowing tablets of marble aîîd of
bronze to, inscribe tiiereon sonie national exploits, or to coniniemior-
aite the mighity deeds of nîighty ineî iii itîdelible chax-acters. A-ain,


