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lionuaîî Sexate anxd stueli j»agail lest ivals as the Luperculia and
t lie 'I<rîiîl i iel Iîad beetoi)w national lîolidays thlrolughout
the Ronian Eîuipire. But side ])y sidt. wvitl h tliese we find mention
of Christmas Day. T[hle subsequent histoiry of ('lristiis is found
nîainly in. the ll1istory of the Clînrel.

WVe zalso fimul its observante eîîîjliasized in thet .mrols anîd
lîyrnnology of the Middle A e recent writer in the ''Sunîiay
iMagazine'' says: ~'Pouthe dawn of (1iristiaîîit. tlîrougi te
Middle Ages. the carol lias proved a splendid, vehicle for bring-
iiqg lione to I lie ids of tlm !e thle great t rut h of' the Na-
tivity. The miessatge wa.s onie whiehi filled ail wlio lieard it withi
vestatie euitlîusiasin. 'Miieni there vere few books and few read-
ers ; but the p)eople v.oild iindvestanid anid alîlireciate the large
jiietures which. -%ere ifltrollced hy the vlergy to hring home the
gcreat story witli foi-ce. TPliest. Iîletiures w'ere varii-coloired. and
oftexî very beautiful, foi- t Ie. revevexît liaîîds otf the artist-illonks
hâ.d painted thicm, and tlieir tlienie e-ould not1 vertmtd
'lO the gentie t.racsof Assisi is due the introduction of thec
"Crib" whichi now forums a large l)art of Chiristmnas attractions in
(Sthiolie ehurelies. The first erib %%as ereted in the C.hurch of
hie Portiinnetila, at Assisi. by t.Franeis liiiiiself who popilaïýtized
devotion to the Bame (;f letlilehîeni. Mien St. Francis visited
R-orne, in 122:3, lie inade known ho Pop)e lHonorius ]IL1 the plans
lie liad coneivedl of mahing a scnie representation of the Na-
tivity. The POPCe Iistened glaffly Io the details of the project and
,gave it lus sanction. On the followiing Chiristinas E ve St. Francis
c<instructedl a crib and groupe(l around it flires of the Blessed
\Tii.oin and St. Jose1 )li, the ass, the ox. and Ilie shephlerds who
eaiiie to adore the iie%-h)orn Savlour. lc actedl as deacon at the
midniight MNass; *,and tne legend relates thaï; whien lie lineit down
to meditate on the mystery of the. Tncarnation. at thîe Credo, there
app)leared in luis arns a ehild surroundfed by a. brilliant lighit. A
painting hy Giotto. rcprcsenting this scec is preservcd in the
l>ortiuncula at Assisi. The Franciscan chiurclies tlirougliont the
%vorld niakze great eerexnony of the Christmas crib; and wc eau
imever forget a visit to the Chureh of the Ara CocU. on St. Ste-
fflien's Day nmauy years ago. This eelebrated Church possesses
one of the nîost heautifuil cnibs iu the -world. Here from Ch-rist-
mas Day to the ricast of the 1Epipliany is exposed the ,Saito Bani-
1>27> di Ara CocUi wliich is said to have corne frorn tlie 1oly Land.
On the Peast of flie Epipliany it is carried in solemn procession
by the Minister-General of the Friars M%-inor who soleninly blesses
the eity w-itli it fromn tlie top of the 'high fliglit of istairs that lead


