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The Heraldry of Railways.

Under the above heading the Montreal Star®

recently published an article on the trade-
marks of railways, in which it said :—The
mamnagements of Canadian railways do not
appear to have the same love of romance &
heraldry as the management of lines in the
U.S. In the latter country there are dozens
of lines which are familiarly known by sobri-
quets, & others which adopt as their trade-
mark or device some special symbol. These
emblems, or symbols, usually emphasize some
special characteristic of the territory through
which the railway passes, some peculiarity in
the road itself, or a nickname given to it by
its own or the employes of some other lines.

The devices are often very cleverly & aptly
selected, & become to the railway company
very much what the trade-mark is to the mer-
chant. They appear upon all the folders, are
used in all advertising matter, & often appear
on the locomotives & cars of the company.
In this way they become familiar to the tra-
velling public, & in time become the sign by
which the railway is popularly known to other
railways & the public generally.

It is rather a strange thing that among
Canadian railways the devices chosen are of
the most matter-of-fact kind. Some of them
are striking & make good enough advertise-
ments, but there is an utter absence of the
heraldic spirit which characterizes the em-
blems of so many of the large railway sys-
tems on the other side of the line. There is
not a vestige of romance, or even an attempt
at the representation of heraldic mysticism, in
the devices of the large Canadian railways.

The familiar
trade-mark
of the C.P.R.
consists of a
heart-shaped
shield, sur-
mounted by a
beaver couch-
ant, the beav-
er being, per-
haps, the most
distinctive of
the fur-bear-
ing animals of
the Domin-
ion. With the
maple leaf, it
divides the
honorof being
the national emblem. The trade-mark was
designed by a prominent official of the Co. in
the early days of its history, some time in the
eighties, & was immediately adopted by the
passenger department of the road, as a suit-
able emblem. Ever since the characteristic
shield has appeared on the numerous pamph-
lets, maps, foldders & other advertising matter
issued by the Co., & is now readily recognized
as the sign-manual of the C.P.R. In 18g0 the
design was copyrighted, & has since been used
exclusively by the Co. on its railway & steam-
ship literature.

The moosehead was adopted as the heraldic
device of the Intercolonial Ry. in 1883, & in

1897 the Dominion arms were made a com-
panion device, as indicating the government
ownership of the railway. Both of these de-
vices appear on the folders, but the moose-
head surrounded by a circle is the recognized
trade-mark, to be used either with or without
the arms. An official of the Passenger De-
partment has furnished the following :—*¢ The
moosehead is used by the I.C.R. as repre-
sentative of the largest & finest of the game
animals in Canada, & one which is of itselfin-
tercolonial in being common to Quebec, New
Brunswick & Nova Scotia. No railway in
America passes for so long a distance through
a country which is recognized everywhere as
the home of the moose. Apart from this geo-

graphical application, the moose is held by
the I.C.R. as representing the Government
line in its position as a leader among railways
as the moose is king of the forests. In the
size, symmetry of form, strength, endurance
& speed of the moose, are found the points of
excellence for which the I.C.R. seeks to com-
mend itself to the public. The L.C.R. hasthe
motto of ‘Safety, Speed & Comfort,’ the rela-
tion of which to the trade-mark is as follows :
The moose, through its size, strength & cour-
age, is able to hold its own against all rivals
in its domain. It has a speed which distances
its opponents, & its coat, proof against storm
& cold, gives comfort at all seasons. Thus,
these qualities typical of the moose, are kept
in view by the railway in its construction &
maintenance, & with especial reference to the
transportation of passengers over its lines.”

The device of the G.T.R. is, perhaps, the
most prosaic of the larger railway corpora-

tions in the Dominion. It has, however, been
the device of that Co. sufficiently long to make
it well known to the travelling public. The
G.T.R. has the distinction of being one of the
oldest railway lines in the country as well as
one of the largest & most important. The
Montreal Star states that the present device
has been used since the earliest days of the

Co.'s organization. This, however, is not
correct, as it was not adopted until the change
in management in 1896, when the title Grand
Trunk Railway was changea to Grand Trunk
Railway System. Prior to that the device
used was a circular one containing the words
« Grand Trunk Railway Great International
Route.”
The Can-
ada Atlantic
has for a
consider-
able time
usedashield
bearing the
words ¢‘Ca-
nada Atlan-
tic Rail-
way,” plain
butstriking,
but latterly
a good deal
of its litera-
ture has on
it another
shield device, bearing the words ‘‘ The Algon-
quin Park Route,” which is especially used
to attract attention to sportman’s territory
traversed by the western portion of the line.
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The Quebec & Lake St. John Ry, uses the
device here reproduced on its winter time
tables, but on its summer time tables, book-
lets & hangers, the prominent feature is a
ouananiche, or fresh water salmon, for which
the Lake St. John region is famous.

TheNorthern Pacific’s trade-mark is unique.
In the 11th century there was a Chinaman
who was named Chow Lien Chi. One
day in his rambling he found a cave that had
an entrance on each side. Both were cres-
cent shaped, with the sides facing each other.
The cave itself was as round as a moon inside.

Out of these opposed crescents & the moon-
shaped cave he evolved a diagram that has
become noted among the Chinese. It is now
used also as a symbol for something else.
From the mysteries of an ancient Chinese
philosophy it has been dragged forth to illus-
trate the modern American system of trans.
portation, & now does duty as the trade-mark
of the N.P.R. The design is a circle, the
centre composed of two eel-shaped crescents,
one above the other. The upper crescent is
either red or white, the lower one black. In
China the figure is known as a nomad, & in
the original there are used certain mystic
characters grouped around the crescents.



