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Presnvrery or SARNIA.—Tis Presbytery held its
regular meeting in Forest, on Tuesday, March 9. Rev, R,
W. Leitch was appointed Maderator for the next six months.
Rev. Hector Currie, munister, and Mr. Alex. Gatlaily, elder,
were appointed representatives of the Presbytery on the
Synod’s committee on bills and overtures. Reports of depu-
tations appointed to visit congregations, and hold nussionary
meetings, were received, The Presbytery expressed saus.
faction with the same, and noted for special pleasure the
intimation of an increase of salaties 1n the case of the Wat-
ford and Adelaide conpregauons. A communication was
seceived fiom the congregation of Petrolea, in answer to a
citation in repard to the supply of Marthaville by Rev. Mr.
McLintock ; in terms of said communication, Presbytery
agreed to let matters remam there as they ase tl neat ords-
nary meeting in June. Rev. My Tibb, Convener of the
Presbytery’s Commitiee on Temperance, gave in a report
which was recaived and adupted, and the thanks of the
Presbytery %n‘cn to the Commiutee—cespecially to the
Convener, who was instructed to transmit the repurt to
the Convener of the Synod's Committee on that questivn,
Rev. Mr. Tibb, inthe absence of Rev. John Thompson, read
an excellent report on the State of Rehigon, which was re-
cewved. The Presbytery expressed regret that so few ses-
sions had responded to the circular on that question, and the
Convener was instructed 1o commumecate with the sad ses.
sions, and request them to transmat answers {or the formu-
lating of a report to be transnutted to the Convener of the
Synod Committee on the State of Religion. Rev, Mr, Currie,
Convener of the Presbytery’s Home Mission Commttee,
gave in a report from the 1st of October, 1885, to the ist of
Apnl, 1886, It was agreed to recetve the report and con
sider its recommendations. It was agreed to press for $4
per Sabbath for Forest, instead of $2.50, as granted by the
General Assembly’s sub-commuttec 1n Uctober last 5 to ash
for $50 fur Mandamin, in the event of the Marthaville
arrangement falling through, after June next; to ask $150
for Corunna and Moorctown; and to ask for $300 for Oil
Springs and Oil City.  On motion of Kev, Mr. Curnie the
Presbytery agreed, after heaning the report of the deputa-
tion appoainted to visit the congreganon of West Williams
and North-East Adelawde, 1n1egand to Augmentauon, to re-
commend the Home Mission Committee to place the above
congregation on the sup;)lcmcnlcd list, and ask $130
per annum. It was further agreed that the Convenar
of the Presbyterys Home Mission Commuttee be in-
structed to secure a student for cach of the Houme Mis.
sion ficlds, and ask for a grant of $2 per Sabhath for
the nusston field of Sombia and Duthel Church; and
further, that the lome Mission committee of the Presby-
tery be nstructed to take into cunsideration the cost of
supply of mission ficlds, and report to the Presbyteryata
meeting to be held dunng the meeting of the Synod in
Sarnia, in April next.  In the evening a missionary meet-
ing was held, addressed by Rev. Messts. Anderson, Curtie
and Cuthbertson. The Presbytery clected the following
delegates to the General Assembly : John Lees, George
Cuthbertson, and Robert Hume, M. A., John Anderson and
J- S. Lorhead, M.A., ministers; Robert Rae, Thomas
Gordon, William Bryce, Wilham Cole and Macdougall,
elders. The commttee apponted to draft a dehverance in
regard to the remuls of the Assembly gave mn a repont
which was recaived and adopted, and ondered to be cntered
in the minutes of the Presbytery. The Presbytery agreed
by a large majority to recommend the continuance of a
lIectureship, instead of the appointment of a professor n
Knox College. The next ordinary meeting *vas appomnted
to be held in Sarmia on the 29th of June next, at nine 2.m.,
in St. Andrew’s Church there.—~GEORGE CUTILBERTSON,
Pres. Clerk,

PrESsYIERY OF GLEMNGARRY.- The quarterly mreting
of this Presbytery was held on Tuesday, the gth ult,  the
Rev. john Mathesun, Malerator.  There wasa full atterd
ance of members. The Presbyiery pruceeded to the ap

intment of a pesmanent Clerk in the ruum of the late Mr.

og. The Kev. Mi. Frases, afier a very fecling allusivn to
the loss the Presbytery had sustained in the death of Mr,
Lang, who, by his markhed ability and steadfast attention to
the duties of Clerkship, had donc such good service in the
Presbytery, and who had also, by his courteous and obliging
wmanncr, endeared himself to all its members, proposcd as his
successor the Rev. Mr. Burnet, of Maruintown. This
motion was secconded by the Rev. Mr. Maclemian, of Ken
yon, and unanimously agreed to. The Convenorship of the
Presbytery’s Ilume Misston Cummittee was conjuined with
the Clerkship, as had furme ly Leen the case.  On motion of
Mrt. Maclennan, sccunded bty Mr. Mackenzic, Dr McNish
and Mr. A, Macgilliviay were appointed a committec to
draw up 2 minute in reference to the lamented death of Mr.
Lang. A call frum the congregation of Alexandriain favour
of the Rev. David McLaren, of Taoronto, was presented
and read. The call was stated 1o be a _no ¢ hearty and
harmonious one. It was signed by thirty five communicants
and sixty-t} ree adherents, and was acc mpanicd by a guar-
antee of stipend for $300 and a manse.  Messrs ] Wilson
and H. Munro appeared in prusccution of the call, which
was unammously sustained and ordered to Le transmitted to
Mr. McLaren. A call frum the cungrepations of Sr. Luke’s,
Finch ard South Funch in favour of the Rev. Deonald Stew
art, of Wallacetuwn, signed n all by 122 communicants and
112 adherents, was presented.  The guarantee of stipend
is for $750, and theie s alse a manse.  Messrs. W, Mc
Elhern, J. MeMillan and M. Mclcan appeared as com-
wmussieness from the congrogativds in suppott of the call, all
testifying to the heatiness and unanimity of the people in
the matter. The Presbytery unanimously sustained the call,
and dirccted that it be transmitted with relative papers to
the Presbylery of London. The Rev. . A. Murray, of St
Audrew’s Church, London, and the Rev. A. Utquhart, of
Dunwich, wete appainted to appear befure that Preshytery
in the prosccution of the translation of Mr. Stuart; the for-
met n behalf of the Preshytery of Glengarry and the latter
-in behalf of the congregation of Finch. Rev. Mr. Fraser
reported 10 behalf of the deputation appuinted to visit East
Lancaster, from which it appeared that that congregation is
pow ia a position to call 3 minister, being able ta ofler a

stipend of $500 and a manse. Messts. McNown, Conde
and M Vichie, representatives from that congregation, ex

pldined their present circumstances and asked for a supple-
ment ol $250.  Onmotion of Mr, Macglhivray, sccunded by
Mr. Cameron, the Presbytery resolved to accede to their
request, and to recommend their applicativn to the cunsider-
ation of the Augmentation Committee. Leave fur moder-
ation uf a call was granted to the congregation of Dalhousie
Mills.  The committee appointed to cunsider and report as
to the appontment of another professor to Knox College,
Toruntu, recommended ** that the Presbytery do nut nomi-
nate, and further express their belief that t%c lectureships
hitherto in pracuce, tn addition to the regular work of the
Professors, had better in the meantime be continued.” The
recommendatiun was unanimously adopted. Rev. J Mathe

son read a report of the Presbytery’s Sabbath School Conven

tion held at Wiiamstown on the 16th and 20th January last,
with the contents of which the Presbytery expressed much
satisfactiun.  Reports were given Ly deputat’ons appointed
to visit the supplemented congregations, all of which testi

tied to the prosperity and zeal of these congregativns.  In
the case of Sununerstown, it was intimated that they had
agreed to increase their munister s salary by $25, and by
so much lessen their claim upun the Augmentation Fund.
Alexandna had also increased 1ts contnbutions by $so. The
following were appointed commissioners to the General
Assembly ¢ Mimsters, by rotation, Revs. W. Ferguson
and J. K. Baillie; by open vote, Revs. Dr. McNish and A.
Matheson ; clders, Messres. I. R, Ault, W. J. Scott, G.
Elder and Alex. McMillan.  On motion of Mr. McLennan,
Dr. Burns, of 1alifax, was nominated fur the Moderatorship
of the General Assembly.  The remits sent down by the
General Assemaly were next considered, and returnsadopted
mn regard to them. M. Fraser gave in the repurt of the
deputation appunted to vsit the cungregativn of Knux
Church, Lancaster.  The repurt was of a very encouraging
nature, and was unanimously received and adopted by the
Presbytery, thanks being accorded to the cummittee for
their dibgence.  Mr. McLennan, Kenyon, read and handed
1n the report of the commitice on the Stare of Rehgivn, The
report was recerved and sts recommendations adupted. Mr.
Calder read and laid onthe table the repurt of the commattee
on Temperance, which also, on motivn duly secunded, was
received and its recommendations adopted.  The Presbyrery
resolved to petition the Dominion Parhiament against making
any such moditication of the Scott Act aswould alluw the sale
of wine and beer. Messrs. Calder and McGillivray, the Mode

rator and Clerk, were appointed to prepare and forward the
petition  The following were appointed as the Presbytery’s
Home Mission Committee : —Rev. J. S. Burnet (Convener),
I. Fraser, J. Matheson and J. McKRenzie.  The neat meet

ing of Presbytery is to be held at Alexandria, on Tuesday,
July 6 next, at eleven o'cluck 2.m. — JOUN S. BURNET, Fres.
Cler,

OBITUARY..

THOMAS A. ANDERSCN.

At the comparatively early age of thirty.seven Mr,
Thomas Anderson has passed away. He was a native of
Portsoy, Scotland, where in his father’s establishment he was
trmned to jourpalism.  Coming to Canada in 15874 he was
for a tme connected with the Quawa Free Fress, and subs
sequently a Hasnsard reporter.  He engaged in several juur
nahistic ventures 1n Western Ontaniv, making warm fricnds
wherever he went.  After the Chatham Zr2bune ceased
publicativn Mr. Andersun was for a time connected with
Tue CANADA PREsBYTERIAN. From this office he went
tothe Gueiph Mercury, un whuse staff he continued till his
death.

Mr. Anderson was amiable in dispusitiun and puossessed of
stezhing quahitics, which commanded the esteem of all who
knew hin,  He was agemal and faale writet, and pussessed
the poettc guft 1in high degree.  The Rev. Dr. Wardrupe in
conducting the funeral services pand a graceful and weil de
scrved tnnbute to his worth.

§abbatb School Ee_acllgr.

T INTERNATICNAL LISSONS
apmasit - THE FIRST MIRACLE.

Gorpes Trxt.—** This bcginning_of miracles did
Jesus in Cana_ cf Galilee, and manifested forth His
glory ; and His disciples belicved on Him.”- Juhn
. 11,

4‘Jolm 2.
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INTRODUCTORY.

Let us not forget that these are the tirst days of our Savi-
our's ministry, which makes every word and act pecubarly
sugpestive.  ths first anvitation 10 Andrew and fohn,
« come and sce,” represents His attatude to mankind.,  His
words to Peter show His ability nghtly fo place menin ths
cconomy. Ilis command to Phihip shows the Chrstian's
relation to Himself. 1hs promise to Nathanac! shows the
glory to comc.

And now we come to the hirst mnacle, which illustrates
the purpose for which te camce to this world—to transform
cvervthing in life into something richer, farger and more
heavenly.  May the transfonnation rapudly pregress in our
own hearts whilst we apply ourselves to the study of the
teuth.

EXPLANATORY.

1. Jesus at the Marriage.—Cana, the village in which
the marriage took place has not, with absolute certainty,
been identitied, but it is supposed to have been four or five
miles north-cast of Nazareth.

Tt was on the 7ind day from the calling of Philip, so that
in that time they walked the cighty or mnincty miles from
Bethany to Nazareth. When they arrived the miother of
Jesus was there, and upon their arrival Jesus and His dis-
ciples were immediately called.  Aatkangelwas a citizen of
Cana and known to the family, The other disciples were
called as His friends.

(1) Sanctifies socsal I‘:/e He created us for social life.
Asceticism is a perversion of nature. But our social life
should be hallowed  only such conversation and amusement
and cunduct as wuuld be consistent with His presente, Holy
juy is ncher and deeper than juy that is unholy.

\2) Comsecrates marrtaye life That he shuuld begin His
work -especially perform this sigmificant fiyst miracle at a
marriage ceremony is very suggestive.  The great transfor-
mation that He s to effect mus: reach the very foundation
of suciety —that is the famely - must go Lack of that even,
amd guide in the chivice of husbands and wives—which is the
Lieginning of a consverated hume,  All the selections and
Juys of life shon' ! have their inspiraton n the endeavour
to please Him.

11, In the Tim' of Trouble I will Deliver Thee -
A difficulty arose . luch to us seems slight, but to them
would be extrema |, mogtifying.  Thelaws of Fastern hospi-
tali-y demanded an abundance of provisiuns that, according
tu vur custums, would not be indispensabile, tior would fail
are of supply be at all so disagreeable. It may be that the
arrival of Jesus and his friends—unexpected guests caused
the failure.

(1) dlary’s appeal.—She manifests het own womanly con-
sideration by feeling distressed on account of the family per-
pleasty,  She, 1t 15 cothmonly believed, was a relative.  She
came to Jesus quictly and told Him the difficulty. There
has been wmuch discussion as to what her motive was-
whether she linted that Ie and His disciples sheuld break
up the company or that e should work a miracle. The
prubability 1s that she had nothing definite in her mind ;
Lut Lad learned by many years’ experience in the home at
Nazareth that He was a wise counsellur - could find solution
fur difficulizes when every une else failed, and had Lelieved
that He could do sunow.  How far the memory of all the
wonderful things and prophecies about His birh and life
cnabled Licr to understand Ham and expect mirac. | us inter
pusiion none can tell.  But she did the right caug- ina
time of trouble - go and tell Him,

(2) His answer. - ** Wuman, what is there to Me and
thee 2" Thisisa gentlerebuhe it 1s an intimation to Mary
that she dii not understand Ham  that He has passed away
frum the relation in which He used tu stand to her s has
entered upun His ministry and now all things are to be done
as directed by the Father.

* Mane hour is not yet come.”~- The exact time for the
performance of the miracle had not cone, although in a few
minutes it did come  just as in chap vii. 8, Hesaid the time
had not come to go up to the feast, although it came soon
after. Thaus all the obedience of Christ, who came not to do
Iis own will but the Father's, was exactly on fime— not a
sccond the one way or the other.  Let us wait patiently on
Him, for He will not tarry.

This correction given to Mary has heen much dwelt upon
against the Roman Catholic doctrine of Mary's sinless
nature.

(3) Jurtructions to the servants.—Whether Mary under.
stood Him or not, she did not feed discouraged ot lose faith
because of hisapparent refusal.  She told the servants to do
whatever He might tell them.  That is the manner of true
faith—makes preparativn for the exgefed blessing, It lays
hold un the promisc and hnows it will not fajl.

II1. The Miracle Wrought. — There were standing in
the cuurt s1x water pots that contained two or three firking
a prece. A firksz 15 eual to nine galluns, so that each of
these stunce vessels was very large, cuntaining frum cighteen
tu tw nty seven galluns, They were a family necessity Le
cause of the freyuent washings of the Jewish law.

(1) Fill them.—Thatis the first command, which was at
unee vbeyed. Any water that was already in the pots was first
removed, and then they were filled to the brim—in ail from
108 to 162 gallons. That is an illustration of the bounty of
God's provadence.  There 1s cavugh and o spare in vut
Father's house.  The abundance becumes mure ample as
we nise ntv ihie pussessiun of the highest Llessings,

\2) Draiv viet now.—This is the secund command and in
the interval beiwn cen these two the miracle was wrought.
How aunobtrisive ! Gudlihe ! The ruler of the feast, i.c.,
the president of the banquet, was astonished at its excellent
qualuy.  Heashed an explanatun of the bridegroom -say
ing that 1t was contrary to the usual custom to kccp the best
wine to the last.  Ordinarily, the best was used tirst, when
taste was heen, and then the inferior quality would not be
unpleasant.

f course the presence of Christ settles for cver the ques
tion of any eacessive drinking at that feast. He would not
have been there nut ministered to it, if that were so.

How wonderful a miracle it was! What an illustration
of the puwer of Christ! e causes the vine to grow and
develop the grape and pruduce the wine.  So every process
in nature is the result of His wisdom and power. ~ Bit this
shows us that He is not confined to one method. He could
produce the wine without this process. He could bring
about i endless other ways all the results so marvelivus in
out cyes. ** How unsearchable 1is judgments, and His ways
past finding out.”

Best last.—That is a good illustration of Christ’s, in con-
trast to the world's, method.  He gives us trial and labour
and sorrow and tears here, but as time passes life geis vicher
10 spittual things, and af fasf a crown of gl ry that fadeth
not avay. The world gives all its good thing at first.  Its
pleasutes aad cnjpuyments gradually dic out, mcn get sur
fated, they luse the powet of enjoying them, and there is
nothing lcft Lut a dreary, comlortless, hopeless cternity.
Chust came to ennoble lifc, to clevate our conversation, our
thoughts, out social intercourse, out scrvice, out whole life
—1o convert water into winc.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. It is a blessed wedding at which Jesus is a guest.

2. Family troubles may begin-carly, but He can supply
cvery need.

; 3 The end of such a family will be to sce the glory of
esus.

4. Do not give up to Satan anything that can be consc-
crated to Chust.

5. The love that made wine for the good of man would
abstain from winc for the same cause, ~



