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la cur ciles bc left uncarecl for? lew long would
Christian rutilons continue te wage Pagan wvars
With cach iitr? Ilow long woul !ltlacr-Ialismi,
Agnoà,icismlesnin, Atlieilm-thiespirl:ual dis-
cases of our ime-resist the radianca of bils new
ativent cf Christ te the worl? Tiîeology, which
wvil aiways remlain tlic niosi intercsting of studies,
hinving Christ liniself as its centre, will titan bc
fed continually with Iliving brend. Ils scholastic
cliaraicter tvili disappear ; il tvil git'e us, instead i e
theorics about Christ, Jesus Christ lirnself, tht chier
corner-stonc, inavilai ail the building, fitly frameti
togethcr, groweth uie a holy temple in the Lord.
Fnith ln lMi wili mena nu beief la saine dogniatic
crcci ; but living ini lis spirit, trusting Ilis promises,
rceling [lis sacreti presenice wiît1 us always, even te
the eand of the ages. Christ wvili bc more andi more
the fricnd of the sout, tht strength or its lité, thc guide
of its thouglh, Ille inispiration of ail oux tinys. Witit
titis inspirat ion thcology wvill bc fret ani progressive,
adallîiing ltself ta ail the neetis of hunian life, andi yet
solidl>' bascd on the dccp experience of the heart, on
tht lire hiti with Christ in Cod.

IlOur thcology will be saturatcdl with the thrce in-
mortal principles-thc thrcc things which abidc-
Faith, Hope anti Love. Mien tvili be reptaitd the
miracle cf Pecntcost,.anti no miatteï wliat cur scct or
part>' naine, wc sha inl MIeiar cach ollier speakîng
in the longue tvhercin tve wcre born-that etaa
language of the humlan lieari, which gocs back or
crccds andi formulas to, the Christ who is fonnieti
ivithin, thle hople of gioryY1

liost people wouid bc surpriseti to finti that îhesc
rire the words ofra Unitarian. It is one hopetul sign
of the limes that Unitarinist has lost much of its colti
dogniaîic character of mere negation, andi bas assumted
a much ticeper spiritualit>' titan once belongeti to it.

President Robinson, of Blrown University, dis.
cussrd this sanie tapie in anl able and suggestive
mariner. IlThere are two ways," he says, la which the
historical Christ bas faileti of due recognition as the
truc centre of theology ; twO great obstructions te ajust
view of HM, which have sonietimes almôst bitiden
Hlmi froîn tht populnr mind. Tht first of these hans been
tht external>' organizeti and crystahizccl forai of the
Christian Churclî-a Church that bas stood before the
world with its organization andi offlciais, as the repre.
seatative of Christ, and dia dispenser of His gilts.
Andi whcn tht inquirer asks: . Vhat must 1 do te be
saved P ius ans%%cr shoulti be:« I3cicve on the Lord
jesus Christ,' and not : «Coe inl with us, andi thou
shali be saved.' The so-called Church has tau orten
fileti te mnake tht historicai Christ tht truc centre of
its icaching.

"Another obstacle te a due recognition of the centrai
position of the historicai Christîhas been in an undue
regard for creeti, or for dogmatic and metaphysical
thcology, of which crêcti is properly tht ceur.îerpart.
A phiiesophical systentatizatien of the collected beliefs
respccîing God at.d, man andi their relations is, of
course, a neccssity for ail cniiîrcd minds ; but il
may easiiy hc constructeti around sanie other centre
than Christ or, even with Hlm foir centre, il nia>' bc s0

* useti that tht centre shall bc hititen. Without Christ as
!% the centre, our ideas of God arc confused andi con-

flicting. ln Huim, the inexorable justice andi infinite
nercy of God are united anti harnionized. Mcîaphy-

-sics neyer an reconcii'ithein. In Christ îhey art- for-
ever rcconciled.

* ' Finally, Christianit>' must always have its apolo-
gctics. Its divine origin is perpetualiy challengc.d. XI

* must prove itseif te have coule from Godi, and howv
shalh ibis bc doe ? Shall we bring tht miracles cf
Christ andt the Aposties acrcss the %vaste cf centuries,
anti set then clown te-day ta prove tht Christian
religion te have been fromn Godi? Let him do this who
wislhes. Shiai wt appeal te histor>'? But ilisîory is

* obscure andi opea to dispute. For myseif, 1 arn wil-.
ing te stake ail on the persan cf the historical Christ.
Hc is the insoluble problein foe i sceptics. Whence
was it that this untaught carpenter's son, trained in
nonc cf the schools, and under none cf the philo.
sophies cf mien, shoulti have given religion and ethics
for ail tîten andi for aIltintes ? There is but one solu-
tion : 'lie camae town from heaven,' and at: tht ceti
ceuld justly pray : 'D) Father, glorify Thou Me with
tht gior>' wbich 1 had wit4 Theebefore the world was.'
On tbis Christ we rest cur dlaim that Christianity is
tht religion of the ever-4iving Geod. Springing up eut
cf thedtesolatt wastes cf Jutiaisai, witb ihegreat, surg-
ing, black titie cf beatlienisi ail arounti hlm, this

Jesus spoka te mlan, ani lis word.,' te.dny holt ius
Witii the grl)~ of Omnipotence. 1 helieve la jetis
Christ, tht Son cf Godi, andi Son of Man, anti the
Savicur cf tht woriti."

Plresitient P'orter, cf Yale *telege, Ia i/s aticress
on tht saine subject, points out thnt ilîcre was
neyer a lîcriot inl tht Christian Clmurch fl wiîich
the titîntis cf thiakitig mn îverc se îtiovzd b>' tiîc
question : lWhat think ye cf Christ ? nis nt tht
prescrat momtent. *'nitre lbas neyer heen a tine lu%
which tht historie Christ %'as sa taughit wvith living
interest te the tîhole Chureh, ncvcr n tine ln which
sa alan>' Lives of Christ have bren wriiten, or se niai>
nttenipts have heen maîde te rentier Ilis lire clear
and distinct, te surrounti it by its appropriat setting ;
te fatce tht humanity, that titroail it wt îîîav set the
divine glory cf tht Master.

ItI ias expecteti that thctei ivcsligat ions sloulidcast
new ligliî upon Christian thcoiogy. Anti the question
witih ivhich we have te de0, I suppose, is tht influence
cf tht hlistorie Christ, as tîew interprttd, antias. likely
te bc unclerstood, upon Christian îhtolegy. Whaî wiii
be that influence? la thte tirsi place, il ivili bring out
more disîincîly tht fact thait tht power cf tht Chris-
tian religion-t power cf whaît we cali tht Christian
systcmi-centres in the person cf Christ.

"Systematic thcoingy is, andi alwa s tvili bc, a acces-
sity ta Itht Christiant Church. W'hy? Ilcauisc mnîn
inust, as an intelligent hcing, reconcile bis failli, se far
as lie nia>, with ail his ethertîhinling. Now that sci-
tact is leadiaghbu front cite fi anti deniai te
another a.bout tht universel inan ainsi recognize tht
relation cf these new trutis te tht faiti ln Christ.
For this reason bis thcology mîust bc a progressive

Iscience; il maust lay asicle ils' olti crrers if it wouiti bc
emnatcipateti iet new truths. la order te do titis,
thcoiogy musi be fce, as nie altier science is fret.
Il must he indepentient, fret te inotiify ils 01(1 opinions
anti accepi tue new, se tbat we ina>' holti fast te tue
Christ ia whom we believe is the cron of our faitli
andi tht joy cf our life. As a basis, iherefore, cf
Christian fcilowsbip, as a neccssity for Christian
union, as a prime condition cf progress it aur unlicti
streagth, we miust assert for tlieology aIl tue freedoin
wbich its nature requires. llencc we mnustinttfully
elîminate frein our scholasiic crectis aI thnt lbas been
dîspiaceti b>' the progrcss cf Chîristian or scicn;ifi-
truth. Every such creeti must stand or fait b>' itseif,
whether it be tht WVestmninster Confession or the
Tirty-Niae Articles, or tht decrees cf the Couaicil cf
Trent ; tht' minsi bc niodifieti b>' aay truth thi«.plroves
lîseif te be truc. 1 honour ver>' greail>' tht incînory
cf ont Dr. Tuckney, a proîninent inember cf the
Westminster Assenîbl>' andi one cf tht mest pesitivel>'
CaIt;inisti, baving been active la formuiating tut
Confession, wbo says cf hiniseif: 'la the Assenibiy i
gave my v:ote thnt tht Confession cf Faitit put eut b>'
authorit>' shtouit net be sworn or subscribeti te, we
itaving beca burat an the hand la that kiati Iýcforc.'
That ni's narne tiescives te be ittînortahizeti. Mlliîat
mischief anti division %cuid, have beti sparei lte
Christian Chiurcit if evcr scholastic andi theclogical
crecti hiat been uttereti anti receiveti siip>' as a dc-
laration cf te opinions cf those nue sent it forth, ln-
steati cf being imposeti b>' autltority on eother tatn anti
othcrgcntrations. W~hat frigbtfui passions anti deso-
latiag divisions anti stets anti schisnîs would ]lave bava
avoidect.

IlWe aeti now anti then te be remindeti thai the
Christ wvit was once seen b>' huana ecs-thte sanie
Divine Man îvhe looketi oui upoa the discipies-is
prescrnt frcmn ont generalion te anoiher, wîith ail those
îvbcm Ht gains te Biis obedience. Tite historie Christ
is tht saine. Il is tht personal influence whiclt
Christ excils which gives ail ils nieaniag anti value
ta, our thcology. Happy the mian wiîo contes under
ibat influence 1 Anti cf tbeoiogy ive aiay say, as our
parting word, ln t'te words cf tht poet:-

Our li111e s)-stcems have tbeir day;
They bave their day andi ccase te bec.

uhc are but brolcen tig ts, of Thee,
Andt1 tou, 0 Lord, art more than the'."

Thte Rev. Cltauncey Cites eloqucatly touches the
saine subjectinl a short but forcible address, front
which we quete the following:

'IlHow can we came te the Fatter P Wc cannai
approach Hlm personally as we do itunan beings la
ibis woriti. Tht cal>' way is by thougbt, b>' know-
ictige. Then dots lit not deciare there is ne possi-
bilit>' cf approaching the. Father excepi îiîrough Hua'
by nearta of tht trutha revcalcd'througb Hiîn? Wc

cantiot gel ait>'idea f Codansn aitstraict, tinorganizetid
being. Tiat i impossible. \hat titi Jcbs, Chîrist
ceinte for? T'o revrai lime Fautier. lilec ecinres tîtat
ne mnan tan gel ceers ta tiif' Father, but b>' M.
'rite cal>' way te gelnn mi ta of te Inisilte Pallier Is
timrotîgiiJesus Clirit lie tiot oiii> tatiglît tltebe trutîts,
1le aise dedanrecl ani ivaq the elibhdiiîcat cf ttein.
Ile dentonstrtcc theiti iii llus life. lat Jesus Christ
we rami ser lio' the Fatiier itow Golf tontes clon
ta iait andt îvorks untier hutian conditions. Tite tife
of Chtrist ait cartît is a iterfert illustration cf lime di-
vine ltrmncilules cf tlicoiogy brouigit dotrn lato tae Iow-
esî p~hase of huuan life. Wc cati sec how Ille Fmùher
deais nith fisimemiiemi, Magdaiciîs, i'ltarisecs, anti the
igntorant amît erring. Jestis lins sitown us lîow we cia
gel a truc ithea cf lion coud îorks jaîîtder humnan liii-
talionîs. 1 do net kaow whierc tise ii lthe universe,
or le wlti source we cti go flor an> idea cf Geod buttIo
Jcsuis Chtrist.»

M'e îmîay appropriacl>' close our quelations frein
titese atitresses b>' the following carnest wverts frein
Dr. E. P>. Parhe:c

Il Gecntlemten, whUiie ycu cannot hope tu realiza iii
titis ivorit pelutica-l î,niiy cf te Citurcli, îvhlle you
itever can hopIt l seuîle unit>' ot lthe bisis cf seutle-
mnients cf titeological opinions, you hmave risiîtg hefore
you beanuiful' lthe halle of a larger anti nobler ndt
mourt clorionis umîi>' titan ail tduiticît I helieve il is
yeur miission iii great part ta bring ta pass. In lthe
îwinkling cf an e>'c, ientî the v'cil is removeti, titis
greal anti difficult itroblemît iili be soiveti b>' ibose wlie
tiepari-slveti b>' ail vhto siaccrcly anti hînihTy pro-
fiess aitt cail thicinseives Citristians, b>' St. >ai, St.
Augustine, Jolin Calvin, b>' Ariius, b>' Jouan Wes.
ley, b>' Topiady>, I>' Channing, by ilusiathi, b>' te
1lai> Cimurci,, the imnvisible macaîbers, cf those who love
thet rutit of Goi it ai cf tht ivorit andt ini ail the ages,
anti iii whtîc gootil> feilowsitip anti glaons compan>y
itta' Coti graît ibrougt Ilis infinite nitre> ta you
ant 1 andi ail cf us mn>' ai length bc feunti."

Titese extmacîs have been given sa fou>' front the
Ilrcctiîtgs cf tue Coutîcil, because the>' represent
te iatureti anti careffai thieuglits of tht mosi est-
ligltneti anti liberal Chîristian titinkers cf tht Uniteti
States on subjects derp>' inleresling ta ail Christians.
1-rein titeir tîcmeances,-anti the influence lte>' wiii have
iii raising lthe toile of Christian sentimtent, we nia>' Weil
hople te sec cre long, if net union, at, heast, a groîviag
unit>' aînong lthe Citurcites -ecî bciîg iare ai mort
-wilhîag ta press less sîrang>' the lnore specuhative
views cencertîiag wvhich rmtn cf differ'iagsmnuls nia>
miever cîîîircly agrce, anti ta take ilîtir stand on tht
great, centrai irutits vhticit ntar> ail accept, anti on
Iliii Wvht is the Truth. i13y titis limîans na>' ne net
baope ta sec a uniteti Chturcli more Jbiplete than an>'
division cf il is now-a Citurch conîbining Presby-
lerian sinpiit> anti soher-niinticdness wilth Angli.
can ortier anti beaut>' cf service, Meltîtodist îvamnih
anti aggressive zeal anti Comîgiegatienat liberaliiy?
WViti ltai lune arrives the Christian Church shall
more îîearly realîzc lthe ideai cf ils Lord, anti sitail be
preparcti,through tichiigher inspiratien that shah bitas
ius unit>', te wmin nobler triuînplts ai borne anti abroati.

FiDELIS.

K.-VOXV COLLEGE PROFE-SSORSHIP.

MR EDITOR,-l tiîaak "Statua Questionis" anti
yourseif foi )otir respe'ctiv-e rcfèeces ta my enquir>'
regardiag the ccnipetency cf the next Assembly te
antertain substitute rccotamendat ions of Preshyteries
imsteati cf the nominations a,,Icd fer b>' hast Assembly.
W'~ith regard ta tîte motives breibrea ay have la
inakcing suclt substitute recoîtîmndat ions referreti te
b>' "lStatua Quesiionis," 1 amni tt in a position te
speaký- But it appears te ait tht question I subiîteti
bas not been foil>' answered, perhaps itot ciear>'
uiticersiuod. 1 undersiani '-ehl cnough that if a Pres-
byter> sinipl> declines, te zîtake a nomination i is tht
saine as %% len a meniber dechînes te vote. But thus
dots net fuhi>' racc the case. If a niember dots not
sec bis tva>' to vote for or against a given proposition,
lie nia>' move an anicatiment, anti the House woulti
bc botînti to afîtentaia it. When titis is applieti ta the
ittatter under discussion ive fini lthe parallel does net
itolti.

Pcrmitî ina te put tht case niait coacitel>'. I may
mention names îîew witlîout any brcach of dciicacy.
Let il be suppostd that a najority of those Presby.
lerits whicit iiake nominations naine Dr. Proutifoot
as tht propcr persan te fi11 the chair. But suppose


