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of cqual numbers of clergymen and lagmen, the tights
and prerogatives of a University 2 In favour of a
negative answer to this question there are many
TCASON3.

1. Many of those who would thus be entrusted with
University powers arc not themsclves University men,
A comparatively small number of the lay elders of the
Church have received a collegiate education.  Many
of the clergymen have not University Degrees of any
kind. Many of them, unfortunately, have not even
taken the advantage of the courses in Arts and Theo-
logy which have generally been considered nccessary
for a properly equipped clergyman. It may be said
that from this popular assembly a senate will be
chosen consisting of fully educated men.  But where
{s the guarantee of this? Every member of the
General Assembly, whether lay or clerical, whether
cducated or not, must be cligible for clection to the
Senate; and we know whatis frequently the result of
popular election,

2. Again, the working of this scheme, supposing it
established, would naturally introduce into the Gen
cral Assemnbly clements which ought, at all hazards,
to be kept out of it. Every year there would be an
clection of members to the University Senate.  This
wvould give rise to no end of wire puiling. ‘This or
that clergyman is ambitious to have the honour of
attaching D.D, to his name. e will naturally use
all his influence to get some particular friend of his
into the Scnate in order that he may attain to the
coveted honour. Even members of a General Assembly
have baen known to r2sort to schemes for carrying their
purposes which would do credit to a political party.
And if into the arena of our General Assembly there
are introduced the clements of clerical party strife—a
stnfe which is concerned about the granting of hon.
ours that ought to emanate from the learned seclusion
of Academic Halls—we cannot look with equanimty
upon the future prospects before our Church.  Better,
as Dr. Ure urged at the last Assembly, that Theolo-
gical Degrees should cease to be conferred than that
the Church should be demoralized in the process ot
granting them.

3. Another strony objection to the proposed legis-
lation is the expensc of carrying on such a University.
It may be said that a paper University without houses
or property will cost very little. \WVill it? In the
first place there must be a registrar, who cannot be cx-
pected to do his work for less than $500 or $600 per
annum. Then there must Le mectings of the Uni.
versity Senate, @i members having their travelling
experi.es paid. Then there must be examiners ap-
pointed and paid, examination papers printed and dis-
tributed, and mectings of the convocation or Senate
for the conferring of Degrees. All things together,
probably the University would cost the Church not
less than $2,000 perannum. And the Churchisa~ked
to get this white clephant at a timie when the Homne
Mission scheme has declared itself bankrugt, and all
the schiemes of the Church are languishing for want of
funds? Verily we have wise men amongst us !

4. The Presbyterian Church should not put itself
into the position of asking the State for a privilege
which every other denomination has an equal right to
expect. If we got a Presbyterian University, why not
the Baptists, a Baptist University ; the Church of Eng-
land, an Episcopalian University ; the Wesleyans, a
Methodist University ; the Swedenborgians, a New
Jerusalem University ? There will then be no reason in
the world why cvery little sect, even although it may
not number a dozen congregations, or a dozen indivi-
duals, should not have a University of its own,

Some one may say that this will be a matter for the
State to determine. To this I reply that no Church
should seck for a privilege which it would not like to
see granted to the smallest sect in Christendom, It
would be humiliating for a great body, such as the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, to go to the State
with such a request, knowing the necessary conse-
quence.

It has been admitted onall hands for the last quar-
ter of a century that there are already too many de-
greegranting bodies. And yet here is another
applicant for University powers ; and if these powers
are sought for and obtained, the door is thrown open
for an unlimited nummber of similar applications from
the innumerable sects into which the Christian Church
is divided. Surely scholastic degeces have been suf-

ficently degraded already by the one-horse Universi-
tics of the Amecrican Continent, without adding

another of such A novel and questionable character to
the already too large list of degree.conferring tnstitue
tions, Js
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Tonvands Winnipeg. -On Satupday the 21¢t | went {from
Ottawa to Kingston, a distance of 119 miles, with Principal
Grant, and on the following day officiated 1n St Andrew’s
Church.  The PPancipal, whme guest [ was durin m(‘ sta
at Ringston, shewed e aver the ol college, and the hand.
some new building alongside, of which the foundation stones
were laul some time ago by his Excellency the Governors
General and 1L R AL the Princess,  De. Geant's sulscription.
list for the new Luldings, and to fueet the withdrawal of the
Colonial Conumittee’™s Grant. alrieady amounts to / n.000.
The Principal’s energgy and success in raising money for
Chutch purposes are very rematkable § at the same time
this result shuws an extraotdimary spisit of lilmaln{- among
the people.  ‘The number of students at Queen’s College last
year was $10, of whom forty-ninc are studying for the min.
ml{. On the 24th [ leh for Jotonte, 163 miles west, and
duting my stay there enjoycd the hosptalty of Mr. McMut.
rich, an clder whom 1 had met at the Assembly.  Among
othier objects of interest 1 visited St Andrew's Chuech, o
which Mr.-Macdonnell ts pastor, erected at a cost of £ 20,000,
and perhaps the most imposing Presbytenan Church i
Canada 3 also Knox Cullege, which, since ity witgin abust
thitty years ago, has contributed immensely to the Preshy.
terian occupation ol Western Ontatio.  The stndents have
very commodious rooms in the building, and their whole
expenses amount to less than tys, per week,  The pumber
studying divinity in 1877-78 was forl{- From Toronto |
went to Milton 3 from Milton to Hamilton, thence to Lone
don and Detroit, where 1 enteted upon a joutuey of t.110
miles through the Lnited States,

At Lhiago 1 owas juined by Laofessor Bryce, who had
shottened his stay in Canada to accomp:m{ me, and we
went on logclhcr to St Paul's, then through hundreds of
mules of praizie to St Vanzent in the extreme nosth of Min.
nesota, and close to the Canadtan frontier.  There we
struck the Rad River of the North, the course of which we
had traced fur alength of time far to the left by the fnnge of
wood on its banks 3 and, exchanging the cars ¥or the steam.
Loat, a sait of 120 miles brought us 1o Winmpeg. the half.
way house of the conunent.  Professor Bryce, who resudes in
the College, invited me to stay wath ham ; and from nm
and Mes. %lr)'cc I received cvery kindness and attention, It
was vacation time, and the only student in residence was
a fine Indian youth, who among {ns own people 18 known as
* [he White LIk, Wannipeg, of which Fort Garry, the
old station of the Hudson's Bay Company, now formns pan,
had a population cight years ago of 500. It is now a flour.
1ching town with from 8,000 to 10,000 inhiabitants,  The
College 1s a plain wooden butlding 1n the outskirts, Un the
afternoon of my arnval I drove with Professor Bryce to Kils
duaan, four miles down the Rives.  The road was alinost
impassable ; and the harness at length gave way.  This set
the horse at liberty, but left us sticking ina sea of mud. The
I’rofessot's resources, however, were equal to the occasion,
and we found our way to the manse, where we were wel-
comed by the Rev. Dr, Black, the mnister of the pansh.
Kildonan wasscttled by Highland=rs who, i 1S12and 1816,
were brought from the pansh of the same name 1n Suther-
landsture to grow wheat for the use of the Huvison's Bay
Company, and planted down in this remote solitude, then
1,000 miles from the nearest white settlement on the Mis.
sissippi.  They had been pronused that a clemyman would
follow them from home, but they were doomed to repeated
and vexing disappointments. A generation grew up who
received the owdinances of rehigion {rtom Epscopal mnistess,
To suit their taste the Scottsh Psalms were sung in the Eng.
hsh Church, and one service wn the day was modelled after
that of Scotland.  But thewr attachment to the faith of thar
fathers remained unshaken; and when, after forty years,
Dr. Black was sent ug from Canada, nearly tize whole com-
munity returned to the Church. Two days afterwards we
drove out 1nto the country in another direction to sce some.
thing of famung in newer settlements  Our team was
stronger than before, and, though we were onse or twice

nearly afloat, we reached home without any accident, e
were told that the montn of June, which 1s always very wet,
was this scason the worst since the deluge, by which was

not meant the flood of Noah, but a local inundation, which
some years ago obliged the Kildonan people to leave their
homes and farms and take refuge on a more clevated platean
at some distance back. It appears that this has several
times happencd since the formation of that settlement.
During my brief stay in Winnipeg, I met with Ms, Camp.
bell and Mr. Donaldson, two of the country missionaries,
with several influential laymen intetested with the work ;
and I had a special conference on Church matters with D,
Black, Mr. Robertson (the minister of Knox Church, Win.
nipcg). Mr. Donaldson and Professor Bryce. 1 had already ob-
tained much information as to the Church inthe Province from
the Professor ; and one main obiect of the conference was 1o
ascertain the views of other leading members of the Presby.

tery.

?'now proceed to give a summary of the information
obtained, and of the representations which I was requested
to lay before the Colonial Committee. The Presbytery of
Manitoba, which has synodical power, is about 1,000 miles
long by 150 bruad. The area in which work 1s at pre-
sent being carricd on is 750 miles long by 100 broad. The

pulation in Manitoba, Keewatin, and the North-West
Territory, is as follows :—

\Vhites and Half-breeds, about.. ..
Indians.eieeeecieraressiarscanonsivae. .

seseessess 56,000
. 30,000

The inucigration this summer, up to the time of my vist,
was from 12,000 to 1.4,000. The greater part of the white
population is from the oldes gmvlnocs of Canada, but there
arc many Scotsmen among the officers of the Hudson's Bay

Company, and a number among the scttless.  About half of
the white people are Presbyterians.

The College, which is afliliatcd to the University of
Manitoba, has only two profescors 3 but Dr, Black and Mr.
Robetison are also on the stafl as Jecturers on thenlogey. 1t
szrves Important purposes as a high schoo! for the sons of
scttlers and ofticials of the Hudson's Bay Company, and as a
centie of evangelistic eflort, In which every avnlfabic agent
takes part, besides rm\'nlmg a oourse of evlucation for the
ministry,  The numbes of stwlents lau year was forty-four.
Thase studying for the mumstry have as yet been only seven
or eight, of whom several have been livnse!  The revenue
is about £So0 per annum, of which 400 1s given by the
Chuich tn Canada, £ 150 by the Fiee Clianch, £30 Uy the
}ﬂsh Presbyterian Chaich, and the remaning 4 100 1s flom
ces.

In the Preshytery there are only two self.sustaining charges
—Rildonan and Winmpeg. The Winnipeg congreiation
was organized in March, 1873, with nine members, It has
now 270 and their fint church having Leen found lnsuftie
cient, they are replacing L by a new one to hold goo, and
ata cost uf £4,500.  Inthe tenitory vver which the Piesby.
tery extends thete are cighteen groups of statione, distant
from Winnlpeg (tean ten lo 700 miles, and separated by vast
cxpanses ol praitie, often withouta house, a hillock, or a ttee.
In'connection with these stations several churches are being
crected, and cach combined group gives from 430 to (80
téwanls the salaty of its onln‘fncd missinary.  The balance
s cantributed by the Church in Canada, which supplements
the salarics of its Manitoba agentsup to L18o. Con-
nected with two of these groups ~the one above 150 miles,
the other Goo, from Winnipeg—there ate Indian Missions
and schools.  One wlite, two hall-bicals, and a pure Sioux,
all ordained men, are employed as Indian nusstonaties, and
their salaties are pald by the Foreign Mission Boatd of the
Church,  The Sioux is from the neighbouting State of
Dacota, whete there Is a Preshytery of §ndian pastors,

Besides the agemis | have refenied to, thicre are clergymen
witlsteringto the o npioyds ot the s tion o the Canada Paci-
lic Railway which s in process of construction Letween Winni.
peg and Thunder Bay—a distance of 4Somiles. ‘I'wojhundicd
are nlrca(:'y completed, and this part of that great iron way,
which is destined to bind together ali the provinces from ch
Alantic to the Pacitic, will be opened In 1881.82,  Many
of the railway labourers are Preshyterians from the older
provinces, and the salarics of the clergymen are paid by the
contractors and their men. The clergymen hold tucie
services at the Jilerent camps alung theline.  They officate
at faur or five of these each Sunday, and in this way get over
their beats in about a month,

In all, there are twenty-five agents at work in the Preshy-
tery, and there are now 100 preaching statiuns, whereas, in
1571, there were only ten. Six ot seven of the ministrs
formerly Lelonged to the Church of Scotland in the older
provinces, and the majority of these have annually £40 from
the Temporlities Fund, 1n addition to which they recave
the same remuneration as the other clergy.  The Manitoba
Missionn is a very heavy burden on the 1esources of the
Church ; but it is most anxious to follow the tide of immi.
rration, as the Free Charch did with marvellous success in

Vestern Ontanio, and it is excrting itsclf almost beyond its
strength ¢+ do so, in the belief that many of the stations
which can now do little for themselves, will in a few years, be
flourishing congregations, able to help their mote necessitous
Lrethren,  Presbyterianism starts in Manitoba without any
divisions, and full of heartand hope. The clergymen I met
were of opinion that the white population within the bounds
of the Presbytery will, in ten years, amount to 200,000, and
to maintain and ex*znd their operations, they look eagerly
for help from home. They desited ine to represent to the
Colopial Committee that it would be of immense advantage
if the Committce weuld pay the salary of a Presbytery mFs-
sionary to visit new stations, and to act as a supernumerary.
This, including travelling expenses, would amount to £250
perannum.  They were of opinion that this was the Lest
thing the Church of Scotland could do for them. At the
same time lh(':!' would welcome a grant to the College, or
money devoted to the support of student evangelists. They
considered £40 sufficient to cover a_student’s eapenses at
callege in wintet, and in the mission ficld in summer. They
thought it would be advantageous in some respects, and that
it would lLe agprecable to the Canadian Church, for the
Colonial Committee to correspond directly with their Pres-
bytery. From what 1 heard in the older provinces, much as
the necessities of the new fickls to the north of Ontario are
felt, if we have to choose betwixt them and Manitoba, I
should say the general voice would be in favour of Manitoba.

We are obliged to lcave out the rest of the report and
have room only fur the following concluding remarks ;—

Without entening upon matters about which there may be
differences of opinion in the Commuttee, I wish to add a few
observations with regard to the Union Church.

Though before its completion I thought it very unfortu.
nate that union was pushed on at the nsﬁ of division among
our own people, 1 was greatly impressed with the hold the
Uuted Church has taken of the whole country, and with the
extraondinary energy and hberalty displayed by its adher.
ents.  Ministers and members of our Church in the Union
cverywhere assured me that they were as much Church of
Scotland as ever, and those, who had a different connection
Erc\-iously. expressed their gratification at having been

rought into closer relations with us, and being now, *‘ ag
much Church of Scotland as anything else ;" at the same
time, looking to the future of Canada, all seemed to be
animated with the desire to hold up a great National Church
there, able to provide as soon as possible for 1ts owa peco.

le, and to maintain and extend wts Foreipn Mission schemes.

There are few rich people in the conntry, and I heard every-
where of commercial depression and bad times, yet their
libgrality is truly extraordmnary. Last year has beena very
trying onc in Canada as elsewhere, and most of the conven.
ers hadftodreport to the Assembly that their schemes were
in debt; butit was resolved to cconomize wnerever possible,
to draw up cstitates of the probable expeaditure for the curs

( Continued on tage 93.) .



