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Cloud P'hotography.
H{UBERT )I«Bl-'AN JOINSTON.

In endeavoring to rid ourselves of balti-
headeti skies inii egative inaking, -it is
possible to adopt auIý one of thice differ-
eut uxethiods. First, we iiiay have real
clouds, by whichi it is ineant, those that
,vere actually iu the hleaveuis whlexx the
exposure was madie ; tiien, we xuay liave
real cloudà printeti iii fronii anothxer uiega-
tive that liati beeii madie for its sky effect
aloine ; or, we iiay have artificial clouds
on tlhe back of the iiegative. Any oxie
of the tliree schxeies is productivc of
resuits thiat are superior to plain, whmite
paper, thiotugh, depending ulpon the
resuit aini-d -,, each way is apt to prove
the lest. For instance, in pureiy pýc-
tonial work, tiiere is sniall reasonl to
doubt that the ])est resits are to be hiat
froni printing in. To pliotograpx a
laindscape alonie, -,avyijg proper attention
to liglit anti shade, comiposition and
arrangement of niass, is by no ineal2s P.
simple task. To do ail this at its very
best andi at the sainxe ti-ine to w'vatchi for
the inîost pleasing disposition of clouti
liues, becoînes ahuiost aiu inîpossibili ty.
In such a case, therefore, it 18 best to
pay no attention at ail to the upiper pari
of thxe picture. trusting to be able to
supply whiat.ever is needeti front soine
other negative nt a later tinie. But then
agaln, printiug in iineais work and deli-
cite mnanipulations. Difficuit eyen withi
Sollo, Aristo and other priniting out
papers, lîow uî3xichx more so. illust it
becomne, whien one is iu the habit of
eixuploying- Dekko or X'elox or is iiinking
lantern-shldes. Undoubtedly, for -%ork
of tixis type, wlhere one lias to jutige
exposures, the umiethiot whlere bothi cloucls
anti ,tudscape are iincludeti oit oite plate,
lias iuxuci to recoiiixmeud it. 0f those
necgatives wliere the clouds are !zuppliecl
b:, fakiizg ont ie back wif1î lanip-black
or opaque, only passing coiiiient neeti
be inade. Tliey hiave never beeji capable
of crmmiianding cousideration1 Mu couuiec-
tion w'ith the terni pictorial and never
will be. Tie miethod's oniy claini for
notice is tlant lu sucli prints as are

intendeti for the enmgraver, it is better
thian nothing at ail, inasinucli as it serves
to break the nîonotony.

Just because so iiiuchi lias been saîd
alid w'ritten about cloud plhotography,
ainateurs have gotten into the way of
regarding it as soinetling very diffficuit
anti requining ail sorts of special ray-
sereens andi plates. On tixe coiitrary , àt
is quite possible to obtain both clouds
andi lantiscape on one plate at one expos-
lire, andi oin an ortiinary plate at that.
Thlis cati be donc by w'hat is referred to
as a uîoclifiecl exposture, a inetliod whicli
consists lu cuittiing off sonie of the lighit
froiin thie sky during- the expostire.
Thlere are a nunmber of simple ways of
doitng it Perhiaps one of the uest is that

wchcalls into piay a shuttter tliat is
fatee to the lens tube by a hinge at
the top ani that swinîgs up andti hen
downi again to inakze the expostire. As
xvili he eaqily seen, this allowh niiore tinie
on1 thie lantiscape tlian ou the sky, greatly
to tlie henefit of both. Needless te say,
this miethiot is iiot suited to quick
expocnire woi'. andi will cail for a plate a
trxjie slower, perliaps, thaii the one voit
are iu the habit of uLsiug. But a slow
plate is uo disativautage. The thieker
enulsion with whiclh it is coateti %vil
allow of your securng more hiaîf-tone
andi gradation thani a thiinner andi faster
one would permnit. Sinall obstructions,
such aý a tree, ou tixe sky luxie, xvii not
inite-fere wvit]x thxis inethoti of exposure,
but wliere thiere aire iliountains, or a
forest iu front of the lens, the sciemne
wvill bave to be abanidoniet or tixe mxiddle
of tixe plate xvili be i11iderexpoý;ed.

In clouti photography, before one eveni
cousiders; whietlier or ixo, ant ortiocliro-
iiatie plate is a necessity, inus-t conte the
ýiestio1u of hialation aiid its cure. Thiis
is true whiether oiily clouds alone are
being- pliotographiet or both clotis andi
lautiscape oiu one plate, thouigh with the
latter it is miore apparent. Suppose, as
aiu exaniple, voit take a pliotograpli of a
suniset w-lUi a building iu the foregrouti


