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1 Wish I was Aa Christian,

No. 9.

3

BY REV. DR. HUMPHREY,

This wish has been expressed a thou-
sand times, and with the greatest ap-

parent sincerity, by persons living with-
out Gog in the world.

awakening,

Sometimes it
fails from the lips of those who have no
present concern about salvation, but
oftener from the lips of persons under

spiritual enjoyments.  You see no feim
or comeliness in the Savior, why you
should desire him ; but the language of
your curnal heait is, “depart from me,
I desire aut the knowledge of thy
ways,”  liow then can you say, [
wish I was a Christian?  What is
such a wish good fur?

But perhaps you are ot as stupid as
you unce was. Perliaps you ure under

real concern for your soul. Perhaps
“ Do you think you are a Christian 7 the Spirit of God is now stiiving with
“Iam sorry to say that I do not; but,you, and you think that if you sincerely
I wishI was; I want to be, and Ijwished for anything in the world, it is
know 1 must be,orI cannot be saved.”” that you were a Chiristian.  Well then,
Well, dear reader, if you wish to he, {if you are sincere, why do you aot give
what hinders? The Saviour invitesand ; vour heart to Gud at once? Then you
stands with open arms ready to receive {would be a Christian—*an heir of
you; ¢ the Spirit and the Bride say !God and a jvint heir with Christ, to an
come, and partake of the waters oflife‘eternal inheritance.”’
freely.” An illustration or two, I hope, will
How can you say, that you wish you |eonvince you, how the matter stands
was a Christian?  What are you du- |with you. flere is a pvor man, who
ing, what means are you using, what sags he wishes he was rich, and the
sleps are you taking to become one?,way is cleatly puinted out to him, step
What a wish is that, which prompts.ky step, huw he may acquire an inde-
not to striving ¢ to enter in at the strait | pendest fortune.  lustead of g rding up
gate 7 You deceive yourself. You|his loins to the work, after a few faint
wish, no doubt, to be saved, when you endeavors lie says, it can never be, and
give the subject a moment’s thought; sn he sits down and :skes it out in
but you do not wish to be 2 Christiun. | wishing e was rich. Or he takes
That is, you have no wish or desire for jsome of the steps prescribed, and ex-

.




