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strictly speaking, political, than of a financial kind. In
the tirst place, I echo what was stated in the speeh last
night of my honorable friend, the President of the Council
—that we cannot stand still; we cannot stave off some
great change : we cannot stand alone, province apart from
provinee, if we would; and that we are in a state of politi-
cal transition. All. even honorable gentlemen who are
opposed to this union, admit that we must do something,
and that that something must not be a mere temporary
espedient. We are compelled, by warning voices from
within and without, to make a change, and a great change.
We all, with one voice, who are unionists, declare our eon-
viction that we cannot go on as we have gone; but you,
who are all anti-unionists, say—* Oh ! that is beguing the
question; you have not yet proved that.” Well, Mr.
Speaker, what proofs do the gentlemen want? 1 presume
there are shree influences which determine any great change
in the course of any individual or state. First—his patron,
owner, employe=, protector, ally, or friend; or, in polities,
“ lmperial connection.” Secondly—his partner, comrade,
or fellow-laborer, or near neighbor. And, thirdly,—the
man himself, or the state it<elf. Now,in our case, all three
causes have concurred to warn and force us into a new
cours2 of conduct. What are these warnings? We have
had at least three. The first is from England, and is a
friendly warning. England warned us by several matters
of faet, according to her custom, rather than verbiage, that
the colonies had entered upon a new era of existence, 2 new
phase in their career. She has given this warning in
several different shapes—when she gave us “ Responsible
Government ”—when she adopted Free Trade—when she
repealed the Navigation laws—and when, three or four
yearsago, she commenced that series of official despatchesin
relation to militia and defence which has ever since poured
in on wus, in a steady stream, always bearing the same
solemn hurthen— Prepare! prepare! prepare!” These
wurnings gave us notice that the old order of things be-
tween the colonies and the Mother Country had ceased, and
that a new order must takeits place. (Hear, hear) About
four years ago, the first despatches began to be addressed
to this country, from the Colonial Office, upon the suhject.
From that day to this there has bren a steady stream of
despatches in this direction, either upon particalar or gene-
ral points connected with our defence; and I venture to
say, that if bound wup together, the despatches of the
lamented Duke of Neweastle alone would make a respeet-
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