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M~'ien Jesus took up the cali of the Baptist, niany rallied round
hini, Nvith the expectation thiat lie was the one mvho should
take a prominient p)art at least iii rcstoring litcrally the kinig-

(loin to -Israel.
Jesus' i(lea of the killgiOn, liowe'ver. m.-as radically differeiît.

H-e (lid niot seek an outivard, temporal, and national, b)ut -anl in-

war(l, spiritulal and uniiversal kingdoin. Not onI1' so, but this

-would seemi to hiave been Iiis i(lca fromn the vers' begiiiiiiflg oi

his niiniistry, and hie w~as lovai to-it to the end. There is nio suiffi-

cient evideiîce for the vicw'that Jesus startcd out as a social en-

thusiast, bent, on realizingr the national hiope, and thiat oiily whien

lie sawv the uttcr futility of sticl an amni lic b1egaîi to present
bis kingdoni as spiritual and inward. The evidence is ail
the othier wvay. Thcere rna l>e a developilient inIibis tcaching
on the Kiingdoiii of God, but thiere, is 1no evidence of anyv radli-

cal change of view~ regarding its nature. Froin the bcginniiig

o! bis public life to the end, thiere is no inConsistency. At
the vcry outsct of hiis carcer, lie rejccted the teniptation to

seek a kingdoni *of thiis 'vorldl (4)j. One of biis earliest and
best authenticated saving; is thiat ini wvicli, aftcr liaving de-
fended bis disciples against t'le charge of negflecting to fast on

the grouind thiat the bridcgroomi was still withi thcmi, lie said,
w'ithi evident reference to biis cari"v dcath, .. nt the lavs %vil'.

corne wvlien thec bridegrooni shall be taken a\vay froni theni,
and tlien shahl they fast ini that day '> (5). EarlY ini bis hife
that is to, say, lie foresaw bis death,' xvhichi niust prove fatal to
bis realization of the currenti, national expectations.

Ris first disciples evidently expected at the ontset thiat Jesus
wouhd speedily restorc the kingdoni -to Israch. It wvas wvith
wonderful patience thiat lie songlit to 'milancipate thi froi

their narrowv nationalîsin and to lift tiieni into ]lis conception
of a nniversal and spiritual Kingdoni. 1-e tohd thieni tliat the

Kingdonî o! God wvas at'liand (6)-that it lîad already cone-
tlîat it ivas ini thxeir very xîiidst (7). lie gave theni parable alter

(4). 'MatIthew 4:- S- 10-
(5). 'Mark 2 : IS-2o.

(6). 'Mark, i : 15.
(7). Liikc 17: 2Cf.


