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weakness of God is stronger than men. The churchos
grcatcst source of danger lias evcr been froin within.
The trutli of God, whoen prcserved and propagated in its
purity, fias flot only beeti able to bol! its ground, but has
ovcr-turned every opposing systemn.

This is ant agc in wvhich it is said that the old revercnco
lfor the fiuinisterial office lias passed away. This is, por-
hiaps to us, a benefit, and flot a misfortune. We wvotld
not minimize the importance of our office, but wve place
littie value on artificial respect paid to the office itself.
If we are flot able to abide the tests whicli arc applied to
other mon wve are unworthy of the office to which wve as-
pire. Tho tinte has flot yct corne when earncstncss
and faithfulnoss in any profession is undervatued,
and if ministers are flot characterizcd by these their official
dignity should flot and will flot proserve thcmn from menit-
cd contcmpt and rcprobation.

There is this cncouraging fact t' those who are study-
ing for the Çnristiaîi ministry, that iL is nover fuil or over-
crowdcd. It is flot so in the ocher professions. There
are lawvyers, it is said, who remain for long and weary
years bcfore they obtain their maiden brief, and there are
complaints that the médical professioni is overstocked
with candidates, but no one who lias a riglit conception
of the ministerial office wili say that there are too niany
te preach, the gospel of Christ. So long as sin remains
on carth, and hurnan hearts are oppressed wvitlî gult, se
long will the message of pardon and delivorance be wel-
comed and appreciatcd. And this is the wvork te which
we have been called. In this work there: can be no coin-
pétition, and ne rivalry on the part of those who engage
in it.

Those who enter upon tbis work rîghtiy, disclairn being
influenccd b>' more mercenary or selfish motives; if this
is realiy the case, we can afford te rejaice at the success of
another as much as we wvould at our own. Wu litve the
advantage in going forth to our work in knowing what
our instructions are. We have something definite to
tcacb. Our marching orders are, "lGo ye into ail the %vonld
and prcacli the gospel to ever>' creature.' T'le field is
the wvorid, and that field is ripe for the harvest. Never
has there been a tinie so full of hiope and encouragement
te the charch, as the present. Airnost every nation in the
'worid is open to the reception K< the gospel. And the
facilities for travelling have annihilatod distance, and
have breught the furthest corners of the earth %vitiîin
easy reach of civilization. We cannot compiain of flot
having work to do. The work is ready to our hands, and
demands that we engage in it with aIl our powers. Into
wvhatever sphere our lot ma>' ho cast, let us scck to fil it

%voit. Let us judge it

"Far better in its place tic lowliest bird,
Should sing anght to Hian the Iuwliest sang;

Than that a seraph strayed should takc the word
4ýnd aing his glory wrong."

Nono or us cau complain that we have heen spoiled b>'
luxury or woalth, and we li flot thus be unfltted b>' our
previeus training for any hardships we ma>' ho calcd
upon te endure in exorcise of our vocation.

To thc studentswhoremainwe bid you ourfonmal though
flot final farcwcii as a graduating class. In vicw
of the increasod privilegos you are about to enje>', and
the many good things in store for you in the cemiflg yoars,
we almost regret that wc are flot of'your number, and fcel
as if we had graduatcd ail too soon. But we must sub-
mit te the inevitabie. The happy associations which

we have formed togoether must ho broken through. No
relationship on oartiî is permanent, and friondship? itself is
fleting, but wo are confident that in future years man>'
plcasant memories wiii cluster around the days during
which wve mingicd together within t1v.- halls of out
Aima Mat2,r. It is oncouraging to those 'vho are
going forth froin tho institution to know that those wvho
romain are mon wvbo wili maintain if ,iot excel the reput-
tation which the coilege bas hitherto attained.

WVe will flot take it upen us to lecture yen as te hew
you should fil up the remaining partof yourcologe course.
Your own sense of responsibilit>', as weii as the high aims
you have set before you, wvilI lead you to make the best
of your opportunities duriing your period of study.

To our professors we bid a kind farewell. The rela-
tions whicli have existed botveen the professors and stu-
dents have been of the most agreeable kind. The>' have
over manifested in the progross of the students a watch-
fui and friendiy solicitude. The>' have borne with un-
wcaried patience our obtuseness of understanding, and
have adininistered instruction to us as we were able to
take it in. They have led us through the intricate mazes
of the iearning of past ages. anmd, ait the samne time, have
mnade us familiar %vith the iati;st phases of thouglit and
spéculation ; while ail their toaching bas aimod at throw-
ing Iight and meaning on the pages of the sacred Scrip-
turcs. Apart frein their official dutios the>' have exercised
ovor us a he-althfui and benteficial influence, and the stu-
dents have been led te look up to themn as modeis of learn-
ing and of personai wvorth.

And, now, feiiow graduates, we go forth upon the wonid
to our great life work. WVe know flot how it ma>' lare
with us in the battie of life ; but of this we ma>' bo con-
fident, that ne faithfui service wiii pass unnot:cid or unre-
quited. There are higber achievernents thati that of at-
taining mere materiai succcss. Lot us enjey the reward
of an approving conscience and the smiie and bénédictions
of the Master Hiniseif. With these let us rest content no
matter wvhat reception the worid ma>' give us.

And now we bid our Aima Mater a final farewelt, and
we pra>' that prosporit>' and peace ina>' attend ber future
histor>', ani that site ina> bc blessed and made a biessing
to the church and the wvorld.

The Principal thon prosented, diplomas te tho sevon
niembers of tho graduating class.

Rev. A. B. MLackay, of Crescont Street Church, (Lec-
turer in Rhetoric), deiivercd an impressivo addrcss te the
Graduating Glass lie spoke as follows:

GE'qTLEMIE,-YOU have finished a protracted course of
trainin-; you are about to set your hand te your life's
work. The occasion is a solcmn one, and weil deserves
sorte words ofc*xhortation.

To begin with, yeu do wcil te remember that, however
essential te your success in the ministry yeurpast training
wili prove, it dees net, of itself, constitute your titie te en-
gage iii this sacred work. Oumr PresÉyterian system,
wvhiie maintaining tcnaciousiy the importance of an edu-
catcd, utterl>' repudiates the idea of a Ilmari made " minis-
try. Front this peint in your carcer it puts you on proba-
tion, and cails upon you te inake fuit proof ef your minis-
try. WVith crédit, or cvcn with briiliancy, jeu may have
passod through your litcrar>' and thoological course, and
yet be ne truc minister of the gospel. That depcnds on

1


