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I lLE SO inany are
2 ~coinnicnting ul)of

ý1the q uestion of edu-
cation and ire clani-
oring for an imi
proved systein inour

- sclîools and colleges
and such conflicting opinions are expressed
on this su bject, %VOuld it not be wvell tu
giVe soine ('onsideration to the inanners
and the modes of instruction whicli wcýre

flvogue in (irecian universities ? For,though th,.2y had none of those inventions
Such as electricity and stea nl %hich ougi,,ht
to J)rove of inestimable aid to modern
Society, yet hîstory clearly deiionstratLs
tnat the gener il public of Greece ivas far
hbetter educated than the comm w)f people
uf the present day. The manner in which
the Grecian youth was educated ought
also to be more interesting because of the
irÛ)ud position which Greece held among
ancient nations in everything that was
noble ; aIl species of literary composition
were there brnught to a wonderful degree
Pf perfection ; there, eloquence received
Its flrst stimulus fromi Pisistratus and in
1)-inosthenles reached a height equalled
neither before for since. That architecture,
now so înuch admired for its simplicity
and beaUty,originatecl in the Grecian mind;
the other arts also were nîîrsed and cul-
tivated by the Greeks,' and, encour.iged hy
a favorable fim of governiment, made
r'aPid strides týiIsuiddenly brought to a stand-
sti'i by the hand of aforeign tyrant.

In Athens especially did the question ofeducation early excite interest and receive
a liberal portion ot attentiDn, but it was
flot until after the clas ic peritîd that
higher education received any considera-
tiOn fromi the Greeks. In Sparta the
LYCurgan constitution had for some timie
W'atched over educatinnal interests and the
1ýPartans faiied to gain that pre-emninence
n earning for which the Athenians

became renowned. TEhe character of the
SPartan,s as well as the constitution l)y
Whlich they were governed, was less suit-

ed to the obtaining of scholastic distinction.
The Athenians were a peopile of higli
intelligence and of keener perception and
conse(luently received an education with
greater facility. Lycurguq, in his consti-
tut mon, considered education as an inferior
attainmient and aimed only at the physical
developmlent of the Spartans, designing
thercby to prep ire theni primarily for war.
Thîb hie subordiitated cerything to that
objeet and gave but litle attention to
mental developmrent. Much ml-ore favor-
able also was the den-ocrmtic government
of Athens than the aristocracy of Sparta;
for where an aris!ocacy reigns freedomi is
checked and with it progress in any of the
arts.

It is to the Saphists that Athens owes
the origin of her higher institutions oflearn-
i ngand thouv2h the more noted philosophers
such as Socrates and Plato made them the
object of their severcst invectives, it does
it follow that on ihat accDunt they should

be entirely condemlned. Many of them,
ainong whnm %vere Gorpias and Hippias,
wvere îlen of great ability and held in high
public esteoim. 'Fhomgh they falstely pro-
tessed to teachi in a short timie everything
that was necessary, and, contrary to the
custom of the imie, received money from
th-ir students, their efforts %vere not void
.of good results. They travelled fromn city
to cil>' accom panying their instructions
w'ith public display3, and it is noteworthy
that miany of the leading politicians of
(ireece, at that time, were men who had
forinerly attended their schools. Lt cannot
be denied, however, that the Sophists
allowed their desire for riches and public
esteem to influence their actions so much
that in somne ways they proved an evil.
Upon oratory, for instance, by striving to
invent means whereby they could support
either side of a question, they had a most
degenerating effect.

'lo assist those of the pour wvho were
desirous of obtaining an 'dîication, rich
students often gave their masteis large
sumIIs of money. 'This naturally induced


