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HIS LAMML.

HY Word is a lainp unito uiy feet."1
4'A ragged errand boy -,vas

t carefully printing this Bible
text, with chalk, on1 a gate.

Su interested wvas be wvitbi bis
wvurk that lie did not notice a kind-
lookiing old gentleman who, alter
wvalking slowvly past twice, retturu-
ed and stood beside bii.

"M-y," said the boy, repeating
the letters aloud, as lie fornied thein wvith care.
"F-double e-t, feet."e
'-Well due, nîy boy, well doue PI saîd the o]d

gentleman. IlWliere did you. lie.r that?"
" At the Mission Sunday-sehool, sir," replied

the boy, bialf-frightened, thinkinig that the old
gentleman wvas gain- to deliver hini up to the
police for writing on thie gate,

LiDon't ru away ; l'I fot; going to hurt yen.
Wbat is your tiameI

"Su you learned that text at the Suunday-school.
Do you know what it ineans?"'

i(o sir,"2 said Nieholas.
"Wbat is a lanip?"I
"A lamp ? why a lamp ! a thing that gives

light !"
"dAnd wvbat is tbewordthiat the text speaks of?"
"The Bible, sir."
"That's righit. Nowv, how can the Bible be a

latnp and give ligbt?"
ciI dou't knowv, 'less you set it afire,"y said

Nicholas."l
'IThere is a botter way than that, my lad.

Suppose you were going down some lonely lane
onua dark night with aa unligbted lauteru in your
band andl a box of muatches lu your pueket, what
would you do0P"

"Why, light the lantern, sir," replied Niobo..
las, evidently surprised tbat anyone should ask
sncb a foolish question.

« 'And what would you lighit it for?"
"To show nme the road, sir."
"Vcry wvell. Nowv, suppose you wvere walking

behiud mie saine day, and sawv tue drop a shilling,
wvbat would you do?"e

"Pick it up andgive it to yen again, sir."
"Weuotldu7t you %vaut to keep it for yourself ?"

Nioholas hesitated ; but bie saw a sasile ou the
old gentlemuan's face, and wvith au answering oe
on bis own, lie eaid, Il should want to sir, but 1
shiouldu't do lt'

\Vhy not?"l
Because it would lie stealing."e

"Iow do yen klnow? ?"
di It would bie takiug what wasu't niy own, and

tbe Bible says wve are not to steal."1
"Ah !'I said the old gentleman, ''so it is the

Bible that inakes you. honest, is it ?"
'Yes, sir."
"And if you biad not heard of the Bible you

would steal, 1 suppose ?"
"Lots of the boys (Io,"1 said Nicholas, îan*gin

.bis hend.bg
"iAnd tbe Bible shows you the riglit aud safe

path, the path of bonesty?"
''Like the lanip !"' said Nicholas, seeing uow

wbat all these questions uieaut. "lIs that wbiat
the text uteans ?"

IlYes; there is always liglit lu the Biblo to
show us wbere to go. Now, iîy boy, do yon think
it -worth wvhile to take this good old lanili and let
it light you righit tbrough lite V"

IYes, sir."
"iDo you thiuk you will be saler with it?"
etYes, sir."

"Because if l'in liouestlI shan't stand nu chance
of goîug to prison."I

"And wvbat else?"
Nicholas tbought for a few muinutes. "If I

mind the Bible I shaîl go tu Heaven,"l be said at
1 as9t.

" Yes, that's the best reason for takiug the
lamp. It will ligbt you riglit intoHReaven. Good..
bye, my lad. llere's a shilling for you, and inid
you don't keep the Bible ligbt covered up by flot
reading it."1

dgYes, sir," said Niobiolas, grasping the shilling,
and touclîing bis ragged cap; "dl'Il mind." -The
Beautiful Tree of Life.

Boys kccp) ever in i mmd tie day that is fast ap-
proachitîg wlicn wc "'ho are boys shail bo mou.
Alway,' look at things froin the staudpoint of ton
or twventy years bietce. NKow thore a isno trait
more ossential to a mian's success in lifo than the
simple une of 8tick.-to-it-ivcness ; aud unless we
learn in youtb te persoeore, iu things9 little or
great, we shmah bhave a serions tiiue in manhood in
m.titearningthe strong habit of vacillation.
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