NEW SPELING

respectivly. Some years ago ther was a
comunication from Prof. A. M. Bellin T'ke
Journal of Orthoepy and Orthografy (Rin-
gos, N. J ., 20 pages 8vo monthly, $1ay’r)
explaining their constituent elements.
He faild to convince its editer. In the
same jurnal for October three contribut-
ers (Mott, Collins, Lyon) hav »ll asumed
that ch and j ar elements. Readers
stil in the dark but open to conviction
may ponder this with prospect of light:—

In cash, cel, insert t between = and [,
and we hav cetl, cutch, and nothing els.
So, inserting t after the vowel changes
dish to diteh, lash to latch, mash to match,
etc. Again, omit ure from pleasure, leav-
ing plej; insert d after e, giving pledy,
pledge; got, too, by inserting J after pled.
That j is compounded of d and ] is tacitly
admited by two prevalent spelings of one
name: Rogers, Rodgers; as that ch is com-
pound by Acheson, Atcheson. Try saying
chop without tuching the tung-tip to the
gums and shop is said. So, c¢hén becomes
shin; choose or chews, shoes; cheap, sheep.
The illiterat who misspels (?) pigeon with
d, or much with t, is led right foneticaly
by his ear.

Tho ch and jar dubl in orthoepy, we
believ that in orthografy it is beter to
treat them as we do.

%™ Readers who wish fuler explana-
tion of our notation and principls or plat-
form wil find it on the red cover,one only
of which is sent with evry paket maild.
The Platform is yet imperfect. The part
now sent has resulted from much cores-
pondence, cogitation, sugestion. Read-
ers who hav their “thinking cap” on ar
invited to contribute or sugest other wel-
considerd “planks” to be aded later.

AT Work.—Mr A.J. Pierce rites from

rrand Forks, Dakota:—

“On the 28th the State Teachers' Asociation is
to meet here. As uzual, ther is nothing on the
program about the crying need of the tinmie—
beter speling. I take it on myself to do misionary
work, and want to deluge them with the sensibl
idea. Can yu help me with latest mater? What
angers me is indifrence of leading educaters in

conventions, sumer scools, etc. I mean to shake
‘e up.”

We hav sent a suficient suply of Tk
Herawp for distribution. It is a leaflet
for that purpos, and is about as much as
an average intcligence wil take as a dose.
Being a serial, it is always f{resh. More
workers and subscribers ar needed.

SIGNS OF Procres.—-A new edition of
the Manual of Phonograry (by Benn Pit-
man and J. B. Howard, Cincinnati, Ohio,
200 12mo pages, cloth, $1, 335th thou-
sand) has a number of amended spelings,
as practise (noun and verb). Truly i

“The Manual is clean and neat. It teaches,
not filology, nor yet foneties, but fonografy, short-
hand, pure and simpl, On the left-hand page is
clear statement. on the right-hand page isapt
ilustration; both ar at once under the eye, and
comparison is easy; the mind grasps the hole
doctrin at a singl view. Concisenes and com-
prehensivnes carac erize the style.”

All this we endors, and ad that the Manual
is a lucid exponent. We endors, too, its
own statement, §37, that

“The practis of noting the deliberat uterance
of a word, as distinet from its uzual [or slurd
coloquial] sound, wil tend to giv acuracy and
finish to the student's own pronunciation.”

NEWSPAPER ProxuxciatioN.—Recent-
ly a swindler named Macdonald came to
Ottawa from Washington, as he aserted.
e so’t facsimiles of signaturvs for fraud-
ulent purposes. The Toronto Globe of 14th
January containd this:—

“Finaly, Mr Ogilvie fixt a severe gaze on Mac-
donald and askt him about Alaska and the Yu-
kon, where Macdonald said he had been for six
years. Macdonald pronounced Indian names of
rivers and places so that Mr O. considerd he had
obtaind his intormation from newspapers, and

pronounced them as wud any ordinary news-
paper reader.”

This exposed him. It also exposes the
retchednes of newspaper pronunciation.
It emfasizes and ilustrates what we hav
contended fur long: a simpl notation for
orthoepy, such as cud be printed by any
printer, shud be authorized by educaters
to be taut and uzed in scools.  This wud
then be a perennial spring corecting this
retched mal-pronunciation.

CORESPONDENCE.
ALFABBTIC NOTES — LINDSLEY.

Sm: [ havalways asociatell e in err, e in
earn, 1 in »p. That was our Yankee pro-
nunciation. It may be rong to others.

Is it worth while to distinzuish iu in
purity and il in few? Ot we not rather
to seck simplicity for popular use? Leav
to elocutionists the ataching of litl frils.

KK is wel establisht and invariabl, For
its uzual sound, it seems beter than ¢. C
is so variabl.

Ther shud be two leters to represent
spoken and whisperd th in this, thin, as
much as in bp, gk, dt, etc., which pairs [
take to be not separat sounds but varia-
tions of the same, difering only with force
of uterance. H is merely forcibl expul-
sion of breth requiring no movement of
vocal organs; hence, not a consonant, but
more like a vowel—a mute vowel, if ther
be such.

Of cours, I wud like to hav separat let-
ers for sh in shall, s in viséon, ng in siuy,
so as to make a complete alfabet, if new
leters ar to be bro’t in; also, such arange-
ment of leters as wud aly in mind and
bring out fonetic relationship, such as byp,
ek, dt, vf, (3, zs, ete. The presut arange-




