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@he Reeord,

BN, AN ISLL, IN3Y,

VANCOUVER’S ISLAND AND Bl{l'l‘-.

ISH COLUMBIA,

—

Our readers will be aware, frem the bricf‘

notice of the praceclings of the Cominittee
of the steps whuch are bewg taken waeh the
view of obtamng a missionary or mmssion-
aries to proceed to British Columbia.  We
are not aware that any appointment has
been made, but those intrusted with the
charge of this matter will, no doubt, use all
diligence in Jooking ont for a suitatle agent
or agetns. Willithe view of luying belore
our readers rehiable informanion as to the
present aspect of the field at Vietona, the
capital of Vancouver’s Lsland, we give the
followwg eatract hom 2 letter addiessed by
the Rev. W. F. Clarke, now a misstonary
in that place, to the Editor of the Canadian
Independent .—

My Dear Brother,—You have already
beenappriced, dvubtless, of our safe arriva
a1 this place, on the Sih ultuno.  Whay
other particulars respecting our voyage and
the state of things here, may have been
forwarded to you, aud imparted o your
readers in the shape ol extracts from a let-
ter o my father, 1 know not; but _you wilil
please exercise treely the prerogative of an
editor, and reject any portion of thns com-
munization  whieh would only encumber
your too bmited columus with repetinons.

Of our voyagze, [ will only now say, that
it was unusuatly plessant, and thoushnot
without meonventences and annoyances,
was attended only by & moderate and goler-
able share of thesealis.  We arrived here
in goud health, but ot course somewhat fa-
tigued and ravel-wornn.

My fust teelings, 6n taking a survey of
the new hewnl of 1abour, were cousulerably
tinged wih disappointment and despond-
ency. Victoriais amuch smailer place
than I expected tofiad it The prunted cie-
cular of the Colonial Misswnary Society,
cnclozed to me in the letter of the Secretary,
which first drew my auention to British
Columba as a field of nussionary laboar,
contams amony viher statemonts tespectuny
Victorntz, the fullowing: ¢ By tne luest ac.
counts received, there were more than $000,
and probably, by this time there inuy be
16,000 Enghsh-speaking people.  Tuese,
and other statements, were vl course cotn-
piled from accouuts suppusedto be perfecty
reliable, but over estimue and exaggeration
have,  too many instances, guided incon-
siderate pens. At the wme of the mreatest
rush ot population here, there may have
been, of persons contemplating residence in
Victoria, aud persons trausientiy here on
their way to the upper connlry, six or seven
thousand people, but these under circam-
stances torbidding their being either regard-
ed or rcprcscutcfas the popuiation of the
place. At present, i the absence of any
actual census, the number of inhabitauts
is at from 1,500 103,000, I am inclined to

't Church.

1 men awd others, clann each  share of the

thak that mulway between these extremo
fizures is ot far from correct.  Most of the | tamed withoat ineurnng great expense, for
leading uationaities m the wotld bewg re- | reuts here are enormously lagh,  After dit-
presented in the population of Victona, it j1gent search and long o (uiry it was mani-
willat onee seem that at present only a pent-; fest that eithier Tmust relinguisl, for a tane,
up sphiere prese (s atself fur a Congrega-yall wea of preaching anywhere, or copy
tional Mission.  The Epsseepalians had |apostolie example, aitd hike Paul, preach in
a Mission here befere this was hnown as ajmy own lured house.  Accordingly, as the
gohl country.  Mostut the oflicials, and af best thang that could be done, a barn-like
lare proporionof the other Euglish mhat- [ upper oom was rentcd at twenty-five dol-
statits l==\l"rﬂ‘”)j altach themseives 1o that | far< & month, a sum, the accumulation of
body which isin England, the Estabushe 1| which, would soon reach adecent Budding
The Wesleyan Methudists, undery Fund, T addition ta this monthly reatal,
the etficient admustration of the Bev, Dr. it cost abvut o huandred acd Gty dullars in
Lvans have already xathered o respectable | seats, desh, Luaps, e, Mostot this latter
congremation. A nunb rof Presbytenans, | outlay, however, will be of permanent util-
envourazed by stutements that have reache:d |y, as the seats, desk, and kunps, are ino-
j them through the press and otuerwise, arej veable property, and will do for a fotare
ot the gqui vive ol expectaney i teier-| | ctate-room. Fo make this ¢ npper-room™
Lence to o minister of their order. [ 1old | tolerally comfortable for winter vccupancy,
them (Eeclesiastical and Missionary Record | will involve additional expense.  Aheady,
please copys) that they will not be disap- | however, the conmegation has begun to do
{poited, but may loog for a mumster by jomething tonwards elf-suppoit, in the way
jevery steamer, until he actusly makes hisjol a regular Sabbath collection for rental
appearance.  Roman Catholics, Enalish, [and other incdental eapenses.  This col-
Pinsh, German and French, Jews, China- | lection, for the three Sabbaths it has been
tahen upy has averaged ten dollars o Sab-
bath, an amount whick can hardly be ex-
pected to be regularly received, although
the seale of giving here, like the scale of
expenditure, islarge and hiberal. The dea~
cous of our Canad.an Churches, will smile
ineredulonsty to tie 10, that you never find
a capper in a collection here! In fact,
there is nio copper coin in cireulation.  No-
body thinks ot giving less than “a bit*? for
any asticle of merchiandize, or towards any
public collection. ¢ A bit*? is either a ten-
cent or york-shilling piece, as you or the
party dealing with you, may happen to have
cither the one or the other at hand,

The aforesand ¢ upper room,” is leased
for six months, with the privilege of contin-
uance for one year. Possibly, by the end
of the first term, but assuredly by the end
of the second, the friemds of this mission in
England and Canada, wili see to 1t that we
have a sanctuary of some sort. A word 1o

1 sanctuary of some sor v

the wise,” &e.” Our indefatigable Wesley~
an bre‘hren, have already erected a com-
modious parsonage, and the basement of
what will be, when completed, alarge and
handsome church. | am anviously listen-
ing for the welcome instruction, « Go thon
and do likewise.”

The facts stated in the above fetter,
while they should suggzest caution and pru-
dence to our Commitiee, ure of a nature to
encourage and urge us forward in the work
to which we have put our hands. We
know that there a number of Presbyterians
now looking to us for religious ordinances,
ard the knuwledge of this fuct should stim-
ulae our efforts, lest hope deferred should
mahe sick and desponding  the hearts of
our brethren on the shores of the Tavific,
It appears from Mr. Clarke’s letter that the
populaton of Victoria is notat present near-
Iy sonumerous as it was some lime ago
represented to be.  Itis possible that ex-
azzerated reports were given with reference
to Victoria and the colony generally.  But
i 1s platn to us, that svoner or Iater it mmust
be a place of great importance, communding
as it will dothe commerce of China, Japan,

had giatis, and no private one could he ob-

| population, leaving but @ small resudum
jaceesstble tous. It s further @ singular
and swiprising cucumstance, that [ have
not yet discovered in Victoria, a single
Enghish Coungregationzlist, though I have
searched thatplace alinost mivrgseopicaliy
for such a rara avis. 1 find three American
Congregationalists,—members of tie Rev
Mr. Lacey’s church of £an Franciseo, but
the vermanence of their stay hae, is nut
yet settled.

Notwithstauding these and other unfa-
tavourabje crrcumstances, 1 think my mis-
ston has commenced auspiciously, and |
feel more mchined to ¢ thank God aud take
courige,” than 1o sit down and despond.
It1s unpossible, as yet, 10 say what the
destiny of this young countiy wall be. Syme
predactats utter abandonment and ruin, but
for myself, 1 have confidence in its future,
and beheve that it will erow, though not
with the same rapidity, from obvious rea-
sons, as Cabforma and Australiz. 1 must
not, hewever, take up your space with a
dissertation on the countey  generally, but
contute myseif as closely as may be, to an
account of my mission.

1 have now preached in Victoria four
Sabbaths. My cougregatuaus have been ou
the whole good, numbering from forty to
one hundred and twenty persons. There
has been the vtnest order and decorum at
every service, tozether with deep atiention.
A Sabbatli-schiool was commenced on the
secom! Satbuath, amd in three weeks, has
grown from twelve 1o thirty-one scholars.
A prayer meeting has also Leen held three
tunes, with an  encuutaging, umu!;]l of
courses siall attendauce. 1 lave fund in
connection with the Sablath-school ani
prayer-meeting, the advantage there is in a
Mssionary having a Jarge famaly, and a
chreh 1 s house. [t gaves him o nucicus
ol anendants, recrwiters tui Saiiday -scholars,
the genn of a choir, for, of course, a mims-
ters chi dren always sing, besideall tle
moral effect of sympathy in a work for
whech atl have made sacrifices, and are
puitny forth (_:ﬂ_'o_rt. .

T'wo very serious impediments 10 progress
have presented themselves.  Tle first, the
difficully of procuriug a suitable roum for
preaching. No public building could be




