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Eveey pereon who belierea that * the seriptures are given by inspiration,”
and who Anaca that @ they are profitable for dactrine, for reproof. for core
rection, and insteuction v righteousness,” will deplore the treatment with
which they meet in almost all our common schools,  They are almoc, i
not altogether excluded, heing tegarded by nat a few, amonzst hath
teachers aml trastres, as an unsuitable volume to be put into the bands of
the young.  ‘These feehnge atise fiom ignosance, prejudice, and a marlsd
feat of proselytism; as if Whe teacher, with the scripturen of temb in his
land, was 1lie agent of the evil one, ecat to sap the fonndatians of mo-
rafity, and eadanger the happiness of the childeen.  And thete are come
sectasians that are ta be found in almost cvery denamination of the ex-
teral visible church of Cherst, who scems to think (if we are to judge o
their thourhts from their conduet), that the teuths of the Bible cannot be
taught withaut including sectarinnism.—hence they fear the methodism,
the presbyterianiem, or episcopalianion of their children : and on such
flinsy pf'uexls the scriptures ate cxcluded the common school. It comes
then to I».n important queation, what is to be douc in order to counter-
act such A atate of feeling, and bring the scriptutes to bear on the minds
of the rising genetaton?  We have reason 1o bless God that there are
tnany means within the reach of all the lovers of the Bible, by which s
traths may e brought to bear upon the youth of this Jand, and through
them a hetter state of fecling respecting the Bible engendered in the come
manity at lacge,  The ageats whose aid is execatially requisite in thie
otk of love are, all parents who love the truth, and who desize the eals
vation of their chitdren ; all b clders, and ministers of churel
who pray and Inbour for the ndvancement of the kingdom of Christ,
The spheres of operation are the family, the Sabbath school, and the
Bible class. These are closely connected, and the labours in the ene pre-
pare for, and facilitate the duties of the other;—and they are fields n
which there are epace and work for alf who with to be workers together
with God in the clevation and salvation of the young. Each of these
deserve, and may obtain attention ; but ¢ the Bible in the family * may
rerve ad introductery to the othera,

Is there, then, a christan parent who doulte or disregards the solemn
obligations which rest on lum, and all, to read and study the senptores?
Has not Ged conmmanded vt to seaech the seriptures?  Are they not * the
only rule to direct us how we may glorify and cnjoy him1"  Are they
not the means of salva.ion1 Do they not contain God's method of sal-
vation? Do they not tell us “ how the guilty are pardoned—how the
unholy are made pure 1™ and how the weak are fitted for every duty and
difficulty in life, They should, therefore, be the subject of our daily
study,” But rather than speak of the duty of reading the seriptures, we
will attend to the time and the manner In which they hould be read.

When should the Scriptures be read ?

L. In eveey well-ordered Christian family, they will be read at Jeast
every morning and ercning.  Surcly the family are then assembled to
worship God, for they must have experienced, that It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the Lord, and sing praises unto thy name, O Most High
“Fo shew forth thy foving kudness 1 the morning and thy faithfulness
every night.” These are centamly very suuable scasons for such a ser.
vice, The mind ond body refreshed and invigorated by tleep, enjoy, in
the mornang, after the quict repose of the past night, a calm <tare of feel-
ing, which is congenmal to our God and Father, and 1o the pernsal of his
holy ward  Then the soul is in a proper state to be impressed with truth,
and the Holy Spsit who tahes of the things that are Chris's, and shews
them to his people, will honour with his presence guch an asrembly, and
bless his awn ordmances for the comfort and edification of his peaple.—
And what a preparative is such an exercise, to enter, with secunty, and
ume hope of success, the toils and trials of our worldly ealling s sruly

and ¢ y are certainly needed by the young,

ho are liable to some of the many snares and temptatons, pecuhiar to
their years  But i theic minds are daily brought under the nflurace of
seripture precept and example, they will gradually be strengthened and
prepared to resist the temptations of the world and eaizn.  Again, at
x16nt, when the family are about to tetire to rest, the scriptures should
be read. There i3 no weatal opiate so soothing to the sovl, weancd with
the duties or trials of life, as the precious trurhs of the word of God At
these stated periods thus should be the exercise. 1 there were but one
hour each day devoted to such an exescise, what improvement might we
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not espect in the umml :m«l rcl-gno\m (omluwn of the ntm'_.f generation,—
Isit too much to say, that they wonld be characterired by knowledge,
faith, aml purity 1 —principles at too great a discount among their fathers
~=at pregent,

2. The Sabbath, except so much as is to be taken up in the pblic
exercize of God's worship, 1 the Sabbath Schaol and Bible Claes, or in
wotks of uccessity and mercy, should be devoted to the reading and
atudy of the Scriptures. On this day the Christian patent should use
all s nfluence in the family, that the Word of God may have frec
comse and he glosified. The Sabbath has been set apart by God for
the glorioue purpose of holding converse with him, and this we cannot
do af we are ignomnt of hie perfections and character ; and we hecome
properly acquamted wuth these, only when we know the teuth,  How
pleacant and profitable must be the time spent on the Sabbath motning
wn Seripture reading, as well as in meditation and prayer 7 The family
all acscmbiled, cachan Ins place, and with the word of God in his hand,
cheesfulness, meckness and homlity, le in every face. They raise
their hearts, ns well a9 their voices, in singing scme of the sweet songs
of Zton ; this sheds a holy peace through their souls, prepaces the heare
for the reception of the truth read, and for the profitable heanng_of the
wuth preached.  The Sabbath thus wgmnml cmled, will be experienced
by alf who cngraze in these services, to be both pleasant and profitable~—
Toly of the Lotd and honourable. But

1. How are the Scriptures to be read ? and by whom 1

We answer the last question first, and say they should be read by
every member of the famtly who can read—by parents, children, and aleo
by all domeatics~every one chonld have o Dible; the word of God is
now cheaper than tmany an unnecesaary luxury, and every luxury should
be sacrificed rather than permit any member of the family to be without
the Seriptures—=and cach one should reail in his or hee turn.  There are
gamilies in'which the worehip of God 18 statedly observed —where the fa-
ther, as head of the family, conducts the whole of the services, with the
cxception ofbeing joined in the song of praise 10 God. Itis very de-
sirable to think that the worship of Gad is cven thus observed. But
surely it would be better, if every member of the family would take
some part in the sanctifying and ennohling service. The parents should
alwags take the lead, and by their exanple, eadeavour to fnepice all their
household with a regard for the Scrijitures, and = strong desize 10 be
canformed to the image of the Son of God.
Again, the stated chapter or pomun shonld be carefully read. All the

ines, precepts, or les, which it con.
amg, should be carefully observed, and pownted out by the father, who
i3 presumed to be the person most capable of downg 80 3 this should be
done as briefly, and as impressively as possible. The truth thus read,
may be expected 1o be followed by the blessing of God. Or, another
mode imght be followed with cqual advantage, viz. after the portion of
Senptare is read, the person who presules nught examine the several
members of the family on the truths which it contains, and thus their at-
tention would be secured and their minds bencfitted by the exercise,~—
‘There are many helps, by the aid of which those who have not been
accustomed to examine others on the Scriptures, mught be enabled to
perform this part of the service, with case and propriety, and with ad-
vantage to others,

But the truth, besides being thus earefully read, should be read with
Juitl and lore.  All ys statements should be believed, as the truth most
sure. Its warnings are for us, so also are its promises, doctrines and
cxample, and if these are made the subjects of mediiation, self-examina-
tion and prayer, the truths of the Scriptutes may be expected to dwell in
us in all wisdom, and will serve asasa bght to our fect and a lamp to
our path. b.
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After composing a sermon, Dr. Dad-lnd«c frequcnlly cinbodied the
leading ideas in a hymn  In many instances, the sermon has been lost,
while the hymn remains—a noble monument of the exalted devotion
manfested by its author, The sub d bymn embod:es the of
a sermon now fost, on 1 Peter ii. 7.

Jesus, I loye thy charming name,
*Tis muvsic to my ear,
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