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so, it is that many men have sat under the souand of the gospel (as
they cail it) for forty years, that cannot expound one chapter iii
the wlîole New Testament. And yet these, samie Clîristians would
think it just to prosecute by civil law that teacher who .would k-cep
their sons four or five yeare at Bnglishi granmar or arithmetic, and
receive their money, and yet flot one of tbeir sons able to expouiid
one rule in syntax or arîthmietic. They pay the parson-they are of
maturer niinds than their childrcn, an d they have been longer uxýdcr
his tuition, aud yet they will excuse 'botlî the parson and t.linselves
for knowing just as littie, if not lcss, of tlic New Testaii'.nt, than
their striplings k-now of grammar or arithmetic.

C. Then you wilI reduce the Christian doctrine ',, a level -with
cemmon arithmetic, and you suppose that christianity eau be taught
just as easily as arithmetic.

E. You profess to be a Calvinist, if 1 mistake net; and do y ou
not suppose that a disciple is as capable of bcing taughit cbr-istianity
as arithmetic, provided. lie is " a subjeet of divine grace.." and you
know that othexwise lie would not bie a disciple on the Galv'mistic
bypothesis. But upon cither the Calvinistie or Arnîinian hypothesis,j
a disci ple of Chrirt can lie tauglit flie Christian religion in a proper

i course cf education as soon as hie can be taught any buman science.
dC6. And se you suppose there is nothing more grand, sublime,
ceep, or unsearchable in the Christian religion, than in a human

1science, sucli as aritbmetic ?
E . That dees not follow from my assertion. There arc maniyî

things incompreliensible and sublime in various sciences; but a per-
son is said to undcrstand and to lic able to tcaeh them, Who is not

iable to coinprehcend and explaîn evcry topie connectcd therewith.
Mauy persons oaa teacli arithaietie vcry wcll who do flot understand
one proposition of Euclid's ratios.

C. iBut it is only wheni thc Spi-it of God accompanies thc pr.end-
er's words that thc people learu; n nd that Spirit is -not. ut the cern-i

im and of thc preachers.
E. I know of no passage ia thc Ncw or Old Testament thîat sYs

that flhc Spirit cf God accompîanics any of our pre;ichcrs' words. Bce
sidcsI thc àisciples are the sons cf God, and have tlic Spirit of christ,
and arc therefore, every way qualified to lcarn, under a proper teacher,
according te your ownlbypetiiesis. But. sir, they can uîcver be taughit
the christian religion in the -way cf sc*rmlonizinýg. Public speeches
may be very useful on inany occasions; b ;t to teach a chuicli the i
doctrine cf Christ, and te cause tlicm te 'hnderstand tlic Ioly Scrîip. 1
turcs, aad te enjoy them. requires a course csscntially differe«nt froii
e ither hearing sermons or lcarning tlîe cater'hi*.bul.

C. 1 wisli te resunie sundry topies ia the cocce. G f our
interview, but will bave te postpone, it for flic present. Adieu.

D:3 One of the fathJers cf the church la Virginia preaclîed on a
certain occasion, a Sermon on Christian Experience. One cf his

j learers weatto him, and asked Juiin how long it teck him to compose
Ithat sermon. The preacher replied gravely, "1ABeOUT TWENTY YEARS."


