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THE SABI3ATH.

IIE Sabbatlî ws miade for iniaii It is the day of rest, wih a
ofteni beenl caIied Il the best of ail thc sevcni." lIt is Ia mlerciftil
arrangaemlent of Jehiovah, thiat oîîe-seveutit piortion or oui tiînie is

C to be spent iii rest. How sooni would the strougest ikCoîUie weakz,
*.if thiere were no i'est days, so tlîat exhauiistedl natuire could r-eu-

perate ! No inatter wliat ma.,y be the kiud of labor a mian miay
follu'v, lie înlust hîave sufficienit tie to î'est, or luis encIeries w~il1 sooli be wornl
out. Facts could be giveii froîîî a varicty of sources to prove the trutu of tlis
stateienit.

Thie performnance of Christian dutty always brings its owni reward, and the
negleet inivariably secures the penalty. This mnay îiot ini evcry instanceL
apparenit to, the castial observer, but if. is as certaini as eflèect follows cause.
To keep hioly the S,,bbathi is a divine connmaud. (Se Geii. ii. 1-3.) Meii %v'ho
violate this comimand vifl be su-re to suifer. I)r. Tahunage says, " Th e fact is,
Sabbathi-niade ropes %vill break, aud Sabbathi-iiiide shoaes wI cak, aud Sab-
bathi-made coats wvi1l rip, and Sabbatli-made iiiuskets will miss fire, and Sabbatlî
occupations wvill be bla-sted."

As wvitlî inidividuals, .so with nat.ions. Those niationts wlîiclî reverenice the
Sabbathi most, wvil1, otler things beeîî e4ual, enjoy the îîiost prosperity; w'hlereaq
tiiose wlîich nieglect~ and violate Sabbath laws, wvi1l soonier or later colite to
rin: even IL partial acqyaintance witlî the lîistory of niationis wvi1l corroborite
this statemient.

The age iii wvhichi we live is reinarkable for its testiing character. Every-
thiiiig and every institutioni is inow passinig throughi the crucible, hience we find
thiat the Sabbaihi law is beingý tested in ant almio.,t enldless variety of ways, and
by reason of the contentions that are IIOW going on, we fear thiat mnany retain
loose ideas respectiug the sancetity of the hioly day. Busiiness is puirsued su
earnestly, and the coitipetition iii ail braîîclies is su keen, thiat the Sabhathi is
often enceroaclied upoii to ineet the dleînaîds of trade anti commiierce. The
iiuimber of mnen eniployed on our rai1lvays and canais, eveîi in Caniada, is
truly frighitful; wvhile the pieu offered is, that sucli arranigemnents are
ubsoluteiy necessary.

Thiere is danger to be apprehiended by our Country lest, while railways
are becomingy more extenisive every year, thiere wvi11 be an inicreasig amnounit
of Subbathi desecration, as the nuînber of emiployes wvill necessarily ilu-
crease, and large dividends vil be considered imore necessary thant the
observance of the Sabbathi lawv. There is one forin of Sabbath desecration to
wvhich wve would especially cali the attenition of the readers of Il Eariiest
Chiristianlity"-Sabbatkb Visiting. City iniister.3 are ofteni paid to observe
eiipty pews at the Sabbali nmorning service, because the occupants are ronie
into the country to spenld the day. Miniisters in the country are aiso often
pained by soine of tlîeir people assigiiiig as a reasoni for thieir nonl-attcndaîîce
ut Çh1urch-a friend or friends caine froun bbce City, ýand we could not leave them.
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