
How Io Promno/e Sbiritital Life.'7

Christ in our own hearts, lut us as rniniistcrs and people resolve to take Miin
as our exainple iii ail things, and spiritual life will flouirishi first iii oui' own
souls, and thenl by our influence in the souls of others.

Jesus said, "'Afy kingdoiib is not of this ivorldl; " it is to be fearedve some-
Vîmes forget this, and herein lies Mite secret of init thiat wc ilow deplore. Wie
ývork liard, w"e are iinost active, vie set goiing ail kinids of religious rnaciniery,
and yet liov few conparatively are te resuits. WTe figlit the Lord's batties;
are not te wveapons of our wvarfare somnetirnes carnai? We speak miany w'orcis;
do vie always set fortit the Word of Life? WVe endeavor to set on fire nicen's
hiearts; do vie noV sornetirnes forget to scckz the fire "roin off the altar, w'itlîout
wlhich vie had better be dunb? Clîrist's servants iust be spiritual> atid tliey
mnust use spiritual mecans, or thiere cannot lie spiritual resuits. Our Lord
called His peop)le " The sait of the eartli," " Tfli ]it of te world, <A city
set upon a lîill." If the sait lose its savour, it is good for nothing; if the
niîsts and fogs of earti obscure the city, its beanty and glory cannot be seen.
The Cliurcli lias been cornpared to the mnoott receivincg lier liit fromi the sunl,
aiîd reflecting thiat liglit for the grood of men; but if the eartlî corne bctwceii,
wiere is the lighît? Th)ere can be but littie liope for the Cliurci and ve
dare itot looic for an inecase of spiritual lifu, unitil our people-lintil vie ail-
sc our higli calliuig of God, and aire led to slîale ourselves frorn the dust of
earth, and live as the children of God, as the brethiren of Christ, as the temples
of the iIoly Gliost. I dwell on this because it cannot be denied thatt the
world lîolds us, alas!1 too fast, and iii sonte quarters wve sec its spirit prevail-
ing terribIy in our rnidst.

13 Viiere flot reasoni Vo fear tlîat rnany of our people are far too like the
world ? And, alas! is it iiot truc that wve, as iinisters and deacons, somietiies
forget Our hîoly calling, and, instead of coixending Christ anid 1-is religion Vo
mnen in. our lives, too often, by our lighît conversation aiîd viorldly bearing,
hinder, ratiier titan aid, the spirituial life iii othiers. If thiese thîings are so, can
we wonider if spiritual life in ont cliurchies does noV flourisli?

But iii our inq3îiry, ie dIo vieil Vo direct our attention to ont public ser-
vices, and vie ask, Are tiîey ali vie could wvishi? Is it not truc thiat iii thei
vie sec too littie life and powier? lowv seldoîn is there z. varîn, liearty kzey-
note struck at the commnencemnent, arid sustained Vo the close of ont servic ~;
and then 1îow fevi of our people (are really prepare.l for te blessing wvhic1i
oughylt Vo be soughlt and found iii God's liouse? ihey often corne \veary, and,
alas! hiov many corne laVe; iii rany cases the service is hiaîf over before they
settie downi to enjoy it. If vie could gyet our people to be iii their places ab
least five minutes before the service comnices, Vo viait prayerfuily for the
blessingy they seek, whuat powver would be realized!

We viant iii ot public services more lioly fire, inore eamnestness on the
part of minister anîd people; vie need more Divine uiction; Nve îîeed Vo realize
more that vie corne Vo worshiip God, thiat vie cone to feci thie piesence of
Christ, Vo seek te Spirit's aid, rathier titan Vo sec and( bc seen, or to hear and
criticise the sermon; anîd until our people do tiîis, I do noV expect Vo see a
large inerease of spiritual life.

We cannot over-estirnate the importance of our pyc-cigand yet
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