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izdece children to forsake sin and to seek af-
whatiness. (0.} The offender was discovered.
Tesibe of Judah, the division of the Zarhi-
&5 and the family of Zabdi were successive-
frtsken by lot 5 and we ean imagine how
fihan's heart died within him as the finger
(God thus pointed nearer and nearer to
meelf’: and how great would be his remorse
ben at lengeth he stood reveated as the cul-
fyw, betore the thousands of lsiacl. How
mble i< the thought that a day will cer-
iy come when the sins and  follies which
ehow earctully conceal, will, unless they
e repented of and pardoned, be proclaimed
wre an ascembled universe.
adiv. The Conf It was late, in-
-ed, but tull, free, and without any attempt
restennation.  Joshua's address to Achan
; wo important thoughts. Ie calls
y son” showing that whileas a judge
sh, he stull pitied the criminal,
felt for himy as a father, thereby setting a
&4 example to all who are called on to ad-
ct justice.  In calling ou him to give
o tiod, be also points out to lum that
tewstng his sin before the people he
o Gud's omniscience in revealing,
lus justice in punishing his sin; and from
clearn that the humble confession of
ny is highly pleasing to God as well as
sary to our spiritual welfare.  Achan
bes the art*cles which he nad stolen—a
onish warment—or, as Josephus writes,
sal carment woven entirely ot gold--such
as princes wore, and perhaps belong-
the King of Jericho, Two hundred
fsin weight of silver would be about
Blotaur currency,  The words '* I saw,”
weted,” ** 1 took,” point out the rise,
s, and consummation, not only of
but of all ¢ins and should warn usto
very thonght ot forbidden plensure.
e prayer of the Psalmist: ** Turn
s trom beholding vanity.”
The punishanent.  Achan and all his
werestoned to death and afterwards
ath all their possessions.  The crime
mous, it was brought home to the
ot only Wy his confession, but by
waery of ¢ articles in bis tent, and
aterrib  punishment—especially as
.ateach the Isvaclites, just
g their great work of conguest, a
Uamgheit obedience.  As children
.24, 16) were not to be punished
ienees of their parents, we must be
SLachan's family were implicated in
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SECOND SABBATIIL

vi~Elal and Gerizim. Joshua 8:
Golden Text, Deut.30: 19. Read
2, 30; and Leut. 27: 2—26.

had now crossed Jordan and had
ho and Ai. The land was now
m. The {wo cities just mentioned
it fruits of the  conquest : the full
¥auld assuredly e gathered in.
;nd must how remember the injunc-
loses twice #ven, must go to Ebal
im, and must 3n one of the grandest-
s, ifnet the grandest cver per-

formed, declare their hearty assent to the
truth that God’s blessing might be expected
ou a people’s obedience, but Lis curse upon
their disobedience. In this solemn feteral
transaction, too, they must renew their cove-
nant engagements, be encouraged to go for-
ward to conquest, and be reminded by what
tenure they hold the jand,

It was fitting that in the very outset this
solemn tyansaction should take place. Some
think that the scene was not so far from
Jordan as the localities now known us
Ebal and Gerizim, alleging in support of
this view that it would be dangerous
fur the people to go so far at once into the in-
terior orthe country. 7To this view it may
be replied, 1. Uniform tradition: is in favor
of the present Ebal and Gerizim; 2. God
could easily put the fear of the Israciites upon
the inhabitants of the land; 3. Ebal and
Getfizim were in the very heart of the coun-
try, and they wight be regarded as represent-
ing the whole country ; 4. This was hallowed
ground. It was the first sput where Abraham
vested, and where he erected an altar, (Gen.
12:6,7. Sce also in connection with Jacob's
history, Gen 33: 19.)

Matthew Ienrsy remarks that the reason
why the altar was crected on Lbal, the
mount on which the curse was put, Deut. 113
26, was to signify ** that there, where by the
law we had reasca to expect a curse, by
Christ’s sacrifice of himself for us, we have
peace with Ged; e has redeemed us from
curse of the law, by being made a curse for
us. The curses pronounced on EFbal would
immediately have been execunted, had not
atonement been made by sacrifice.”

The law, probably only the ten command-
as being the sum of the whele, was written
upon plastered stones. This inscription, with
the altar of vough stones on which the saeri-
fice had been offered, was lef on Mt. Ebal

In the valley between the mountains the
Levites stood with the ark of the covenant,
while six of the tribes stood on Ebal and six
on Gerizim. The tribes on Ebal responded
with simultaneous “ Amens’” to the curses,
while those on Gerizim answered to the bless~
ings.

Nablus, the ancient Shechem lies between
Ebal and Gerizim. ‘The valley has beensup-
pused to be too broad for the purpose stated in
this passage, but a gentleman long resident
in the neigh»orhood hias asserted that & voice
can be heard without difliculty across the
valley separating the two points in question.
Gerizim is said o be 2600 feet high, and
Ebal about 2300.

DOCTRINES.

1. Nations shonld remember that right-
cousness will exalt but sin will destroy. Read
history for illustrations.

2. God is good in so faitfully and solemnly
setting before all who have the Bible, the
blessing aund the curse.

3. Let us choose the Dlessing. And for
this purpose may we first come to Christ for
pardon, and then trust in God for Chaist's
eake to keep us from falling.



