
468 -Pine Grosiieak and Bohemian Chiatterer.

in addition to the nomenclature above given, the bird is said
to be named by the Italians in some, localities Blecco-Frisone, in
othcrs, Galletto del Bosco; and by the bird-catchers of Bologna,
Uccello (ici Mondo Novo ; by the Gerînans, Zinzerelle, \Vipstertz,
Sehencee-Vogel and Schienc-Lesclike, and by those in the neigh-
boui'bood of Nü.rnberg, Beemcerlee and Bleemle ; by the Swedes,
Sî(len-Swantz ; and by flic Bohemians, BrkIoslawv.

'Jhat the I3ohemiian Chatterer was known to the ancients there
can bc little doubt ; but a great deal of obscurity prevails as to
the mnies by which it wvas distingruishied. Some have takzen it to
be the Incendliaria Avis of Pliny (book x. c. 13), the inauspiclous
bird, on account of whiose appearancý Rome more than once un-
derw'ent lustration, but more especially i the consulsliip of L.
Cassius and C. Marius, -%vleni the apparition of a great owv (Bubo)
wPs a(Ided to the horrors of the year. Others have supposed
that it wvas the bird of the -Iercynian foi-est (book x. c. 47), wvhose
featiiers siione ln the ight likze fire. Aidrovandus, wlîo collected
the opinions on duis point, bias takzen sonme pains to show thiat it
could be neither the one nor the otiier. The wvortIîy Italian grave-
ly assures lus readers that its featiiers do not shine in the nigYlît

for lie says lie kept one alive for tlîree inontlis, and observed it
at ail lîours ("quiâvis noctis hiorS. contenilatus siinu.")

It is by no mneans improbable tlîat tlîis bird wvas the guaplialos
of Aristotie (1llist. Aîim.,' book ix. c. 10).

Tuhe geogr apliioni range of the Bohiemian Chiatterer is extensive,
compreliending a greait portion of the aretic world. It appears
genierally iu flocks, and a fâtality %vis at one time believed to ac-
company their mnoveunents. Thus Aidrovandus observes that
large flights of thein appeared lu Februiary, 15.30, wheil Chiarles V.
ivas crowned. at Bologtna; and aýgain ln 1551, -%vhen they spread.

through tie duchies of Modena, Piacenza, and otiier Italian dis-

tricts, carefully avoiding that of Ferrara, wvhich wvas afterwards
convulsed by an earthiquake. In 1552, according to Gesner, thiey

visited the baîîks of the Rhine, near Mentz, in suclh myriads that

they darkened the air. In 1571 troops of thecin were seen flying
about the north of Italy, in the month of Decemiber, whien tie

Ferrarese eartlîquakze, according to Aldrovandus, tookc place, and
thec rivers overflowed their banks.

Necker, la lus Memoir on the Birds of Geneva, observes tfiat
from the beginning of this century only two considerable flights

have been observed ln that canton, one ln January, 1807, and the

other ln 1814, wvhen they were very numerous, and having spent


