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Ocr. 1,

o 'J.‘Tu;ault;r:of tie Amaryllis,

M. Vas Hat ek, the well-known culus ator of bulbs,
in his recent catalogue, gives the following particu-
lars of his method of treating the Amaryine

The buibs pass the winter on the «helf of a tem-
prrate greenhouse in the potsin whih they have
grown, and during thig receive no water, At the
beginning of spring, say in our Canadian chmate
about the first of March, they are repotted in fresh
carth, composed only of decayed leaf-mold. mixed
with a little sanid.  The old soil is entirely removed,
£0 that the tulbs a, > quite naked. In doing thisa
picce of ro.lis used, by the aid of which the carth
adhering to the roots is cleared away without injur-
ing them.  All rotten or broken roots are carefully
picked off, and the finger is passed nnder the hase of
the bulb to clear away anydead paris hanging there,
the old loose skins being also carefully removed.
Thus dressed the bulbs are repotted.

In repotting, the bottom of the pot should be fur-
nished with broken picces or potsherds, and the top
of the bulb being held with one hand, the roots hang-
ing down into the pot, the ecarth ghould be dropped
in gently round it un il all the roots are buried. The
bulb is only to be buried up to the nceck, and the
carih should be only moderately keaped up.  After
a few days the pots are placed in the proper temper-

ature, either moderate or hot, according to the time
when it i3 desired that the plants should flower, but
no water atall is given them until they start, and
even then very little should be given at tit.  When
the plant 18 growing with full vigour, then the water-
ings must be abundant.

After flowering, the plants with their pots should
be plunged, in the full sun, in garden soil or in vld
tan. continuing the waterings so long as the vegeta
tion is vigorous, but afterwards discontinuing them
altogether, and allowing the plants only such mois-
ture as falls from the sky. The pots are to be re-
moved from the position assoon as the atmosphere
gerows conl. and they are then to be placed without
receiving a drop of water, on some elevated shelf of
the greenhouse, where the leaves will wither and the
bulbs again become dried. In this way the plants
are brought into that state of repose which is alto
gether indispensable if it is desired that the flowers
eould create astonishment in the following scason.

The Gulture—of the i’erpetual Carnation.

Tue Perpetual Carnation, on account of its vigour,
accommodates itself to all soils, but it prefers open
manured ground, through which water will pass
readily. The soil should be rather freely manured
and the manure dug in deeply. The surface of the
ground should be occasionally broken up with a hoe,
especially afler much rain, in order to break the
crust, which hardens under the action of the sun
They require water but seldom, but it should be given
plentifully. In order to obtain strung plaunts, cut-
tings should be put in at the end of Aprnl or the
beginning of May; they will then yield a very fine
show.

To preserve the planis for several years and to
keep them dwarf, it i3 necessary to shorten cich
flower stalk, after the bloom i3 over, to some two or
three inches above its base. In this way there will
be obtained every year a great quantity of flowers.
To enjoy the flowers in winter the plants should be
put in a temperate green-house, giving them air as
treely as possible. They ought to go inte the hanse
only when in flower or bud. beeause the buds restrain
the ascending growth of the stalks  If they are put
into the hanan hefore the flower stalks are provided
with buds the swclks will lengthen out, and in the
spring yield only seme misshapen flowers. In the
wonth of October the plants should he re-patted with
fresh carth, in pots of five or six inches diameter
They afterwards require shading for eight or ten
days, and should be removad to the honge anly when
they become liable to suffer injury from frost ~ Thace
plants which do not prodice flower huds may he
wintered in a pit, which can be covered with s frame
and mats during intense col’, but it is necsssary 1o
avoid too much mmsture. T ey will survive in the
open ground, if it be well dra ned. hut in this case it
is prudent to cover them with straw. in order ta shel
ter them from the sun, whick ix go fatal to plants
when they have becn frosted.~-Gardener’s Chronicle.

The Cause of Inferior Stock,

Sox: farmers sell or slaughter their best stock of
mares, ewes, or cows, and thus cut off all hope of any
improvement at onc blow. Does a heifer show a
disposition to fatten easily® She is encouraged to
feed until fat, and is then sold and eaten, while her
fellows, who belong to the same breed with Pha-
raoh’s lean kine, are kept for milk or rearing calves,
hecause they are not and cannot be made fat for the
butcher. Has a farmer a sow-pig which becomes fat
upon the feed on which the rest of his pigs are starv-
ing? e gives her over to the butcher's knife and
propagates from “land shads ° and curn cribs,

Has he a fine, round, bright-cyed ewe? she will
be fat about the time his half filled pork barrels are
empty and <he i3 stripped of her fair skin and fair
proportions simply because she is worth the trouble
of killing ; and thus many of vur farmers perpetuate
a breed of animals that are a disgrace to the country.
They seem uneasy while they possess an animal that
will draw the attenticn of their neighbours or the
butchers, und woe be to it if’ it put on a better ap-
pearance than its fellows, for from that time its doom
is sealed.

To a improve breed of animals, it is by no means
necessary to incur a great expease in bringing ani-
mals from a distance. If a farmer will mount lis
horse and ride across the country some fine day, and
view the stock of his neighbours, he will soon per-
ceive that there are abundant means of bettering his
circumstauces by a cross or exchange, at a slight
cost. and he by this plan of improving his judgment
by comparison, and hoarding up experience for a
futnre day that will be of more value to him than the
expense of many such excursions ; and improvement
once begun and persisted in for a short time, will
produce such a corresponding improvement in the
mind and circumstances of the farmer as will insare
its continuation. and richly reward all his lubour and
outlay.

Many of our farmers destroy the hope of improving
their stock by a system of falge ecanoty in the sclec-
tion of the males from which they breed their stock ,
many do not keep 2 male from which to breed their
horses or horned stock, nor is it necessary as one will
do for a neighbourhood ; but this one should be the
hest: and in order to keep » gnod one, a good price
must and should be charged for bis services. —.im.
Stock Journal.

Raising the Calfi

A HINT TO URUSTY OLD FARNERS.

“Is\'t she a beauty, father? Only see what a
handsome little head she's got, and how fat she i4. 1
don’t believe there s another calf in town that can
beat her.”

* That’s just what I think, Nathan,” replied the
farmer, without raising his eyes from bis axe-grind-
ing  +She’ll do to kill by Saturday. Joel Smith
wants part of her. We might as well sell the whole,
fur the head and plucic will be as much as we shall
want this hot weather.™

" Don’t bave her killed, father. Why can't we
raise a calf agwell as other people?  Ford said when
he was getting the hay yesterday that it was a shame
to have all of old Brindle's calves hilled, for she was
the best breed of cows snywhere about. Yo know
what a pailful of milk she gave all last smnmer, and
that you got the premium on her butter.”

#Well, I know all that, boy, but she would cost
reore than a hundred dollars b fure she would bring
a cent I anybody is fuol encvugh to raise them
when they ean buy them all ready for milk at $20 to
$30, let them do it. I'm tvo old for such calcu-

lations.”

* Perhaps it is =0, but I can’t bear to have her
killed. T{ you will let her live I will take all the
care of her, and raise a bed of carrots for her to eat
next winter,  Why, she shan't tronble you any.”

* Your mother wants the milk right away, to make
all the butter she can this month, and if we keep $a0
calf she must have it two or three weeks longer.
Then, what will you do with her this summer?”

*Oh, 1ot her go in the pasture with the cows. She
can e a little clover now § I fed her with some yes-
tevday.  Ford said ghe would eat almost anything in
a little while.”

“ It would make pretty work {o have her run with
Yer mother; ahe'd take all her mitk cach day.”

Here Nathan was at a loss for another Plcn, when
he happened to think of the little orchard, and pro-
posed to put hier in there. But his father told him
she would eat the sour apples that fell off and spoil
her teeth,  He thonght Le could put Bossy in her pen
at night, and get wp early enough in the wmorning ta
pick up the apples. Several other oljections were
iaised and met with the same boy-earncstness, when
his futher told him to go to his work and he would
sce about it. This “sgee about it gave the boy
some cncouragement. He thoughtit wounld bea good
lan to get his mother on his side. When he went
nto the house e found her 8o busy in soap-making
that all he conld get from her was, * Just as your
father thinks best about it ; I shall want the rennet,
for 1 am going to make cheese in dog-days. The
butter isn’t worth much that's mado then.” Here
was <omething new for Nathan, who did not know
what rennet was for, or where it came from. When his
mother told him it was the calf’s stomach, he thought
it would be an easy matter to get one of some of the
neighbours who never made cheese. A few morn-
ings after this conversation, farmer Gaincs asked his
wife what she thought of letting Nathan raise the
calf. ler reply was, * You know best about it,
futher. I should like to have the boy gratified, if it
don’t make you too much trouble.” What an excel-
lent lesson this reply was to all dictatorial, unthink-
ing wives, whose opinion must rale, or there will be
4 drizzle or storm within and without.

Natban heard and said nothing about Bossy for a
week, expecting every day that she would have her
throat cut, loving her all the more with the fear of
losing ber  In the meantime the farmer had been re-
solving the subject in his mind,and came to the con-
clugion that if keeping the calf would make an early
1iser of his hoy it would be worth while to try it, for
the suminer at least, when he thought he wonld get
enough of taking care of her, and he glad to have her
sold in the fall to the drovers. No farmer could
have been more pleased with a present of the best
Devon or Ayrshire cow, or seen from her a better
prospeet of wealth, than did Nathan Gaines when his
tather told hin he might keep the calf, if he wouid
take good care of her, and raise all the roots she
wanted for next winter Al this he prumised to do,
and anything clge that was desired. Never had he
80 high an opinion of his father before. This unexpect-
¢d favour made obedience a very easy matter. Every
morning Nuthan was up bright and early to take
care of his*ealf and look afier his carrot bed, su as to
be ready for any other work. Bossy soon hecame so
much of a pet with the fumily that she never went
hungry. Even the farmer, who feared 8o much the
cost of raising her, sceiaed to enjoy giving her an
extra bite as he went to feed his horses, and often
Nathan found bits of bread and other morsels from
the table, which she liked very much, When autumn
came the calf had done so well there was na danger
of her being sold.  Every one who saw her said she
was the largest and best one of the season. Farmur
Gaines thought his hoy had done enough more work
to pay for all she ate, and if it took a ton of hay to
keep her through the winter, he bad no idea of hav-
ing ber sold. Nathan's interest in the calf never
flagged, neither did he allow lier to be any trouble to
his tather. We will pass over three years of her life,
when we find young Brindle giving 43 much milk as
her mother, and will soon take her place inthe barn,
for old Brindle's cow-life i almost over, and will in
a year or two be consigned to the beef-barrel.

Farmer Gaines has never regretted that the calf’s
life was spared, for he has a botter cow than he
could find elsewlere, and by gratifying Nathan in
this act the bhoy had formed habits of carcfulness. and
industry whieh will be worth a fortune to him.
Farmera Ince nothing by giving their boys a reasona-
ble indulgence, even if the cost is not a{ways repaid
in dollars and cents. —Olio Fuarmer.

To Ciee Harvess GALLS.~—A Rural New Yorker
correspondent writes :—Take dry white lead, have it
fine, put a hittle in a paper in your pocket, and when
you stop your team, or several times daring the day,

ul.l:xnli(tlu of it on the galled places. This will soon
cal.



