
THE CANADA FARMER.

The Culture of the Amaryllis.
M. Vâ\ ]fl 1-1r, the n% elIl.kuu,n nî culmi eator of 4u1bi,

in lhis recent catalogue. gi ets tle foillun susg p.rtictu-
lars of iis method ouf treating lithe .\naryl.,

The bulbs pass the winter on the sibelf of al t..m-
prrate greveniouse la the pots un %% hi. h ht y liai e
grown, and turing this receixe nîo natbr. AL tle
beginning of spring, say in our Canadiau clmate
nbout the first of March, they are repotted! in fresh
carth, composel only of decayeti leaf-miold. mixed
with a little sand. The old soi is entirely renoved.
so that hie tuibs a. , quite naked. In doing this a
piece of ro.1 is usedl, by the aid cf owhivi tho carth
adhering te 'he roots is cleared nway willhout injuur-
ing them. Ail rotten or broken roota are carefully
picked off, and the finger is passed unider flie base of
the bulb to clcar away anydeal parus hanging there,
the uld loose skins being aise carefully removed.
Thuis resdct the fbulbs are repotted.

In repotting, tle botteno of the pot shoiuilid be fur-
e nsheid with broken piecce or puotherds, ni the top

of tle buulb being hueld with one hand, he routs hang-
ing down into the pot, the earth slould be droppe<l
in gently round it un il ail the roots are buried. The
bulb is only te be buiried up te the neck, and the
carh ahboutld be only moderately beapedti up. After
a few days the pots are placed in the proper temper-
ature, e tfftr moderato or bot, accordiug to the linie
wlicn il is ti'sireii huaI the planta abouit flairer, huit
no water at ail la given them until they start, anti
even then very little shotild be given at tirt. When
the plant us growing with fuît vigour. then the water-
ings must bc abundant.

After floiering, the planta with their poIs Aioutld
bl plunged, in the fuill sun, in garden soil or in ould
tan. cnntinuing the waterings se long as the vegeta
tion is vigorous. but afterwaris discontinuing theimi
altogethuer, and allowing the planta only suichi mois-
lire as faIts front the sky. T ho pets are, to ho me-
mnvt-d front the position as sean ts the ahome.upere
groiws ennt. and they are ther. t be placed witliout
receiving a drop of water, on saine etevated shelfof
the greenhouse, isere the leaves will wither ant the
bulls again become dried]. In this vay the plants
arc brnught into that state of rerose which is alto
gelber indispensable il il is desirei that the flowers
.Iouotld create astonishment in the following seasons.

The Culture of the Perpetual Carnation,
TuE Perpetual Carnation, on account of its . igour,

accommodates itself to all soUs, but it prefers open
manured ground, through which water will pass
readily. The soit sbould be rather freely manuired
and the manure dug in deeply. The surface of the
ground shouild be occasionally broken up with a hoe.
especially afler ruuch rain, in order to break tle
crust, which bardens unier the action of the in
They require water but seldom, but il shouli be git en
plentifuilly. In order te obtain strung plants, cut-
tings should be put in at the end of Aprîl or tle
beginning of 'ay ; they will then yield a very fine
show.

Te preserve the plants for several years and to
keep them dwarf, it is ncessary tu shorten eaci
flower stalk, after the bloom is over. to some tiwo or
three inches above its base. In this way thlere will
be obtained every year a great quanti'y if floweri.
To enjoy the flowers in xinter thée plant shu"uiiil be
put in a temperate green-house. giving ticm air as
freely as possible. They ought ta go into the- buîiî'
only when in flowrer or bud, because tit buds restrain
the ascending gromwth of the stalks If thiey ar" put
inta tho hnuQ before the flower stalks are proviIlei
with huils the sî.ksq will liiengthou nu, anI i th il*
sprfng yiell only so-ne misshapen tliwers. ln tlhe
ironth of October the pSnts shouiîilu )i re-pottedi wvilh
fresh carth. fn pots of fite or six inehes diauneter
They afterwards require %hading for eiglit or ten
dJaya, and shouldi bu removt i to the iuse onfly when
they become liable te suffer injuury froms frnst Thîne.
plants wlicli do net prodr ce flower buds mnay li'
wintered in a pit. ich cli van bu' covermd with a frani
and mats during intense colt'. but it is n issarv un
avoid to muchi moisture. T toy xxill surviu'e- ini he
open groutnd, if it be well dra ned. lt i this case i
fa prudent to cover thein with qtraw. in ter lo shll
ter then from the sun. whiel, i so fatal t) plantq
when they have been frosted.-.ardener's Chronicle.

'Zute rtacr and *3rzigtt.

The Cause of Inforior Stock,
Somt: farmiers sell or sialigliter their best stock of

mares, ciwes, or cows, and thus cut offall hope of any
improvement at one blow. Pnis a herifer show a
liepnîition to fatten easily' Shp is encouraged to
feed until fat, and is then sold and eaten, while ber
fellows, vhto belong ta the saime breed witli Plia-
raoh's lean kine, arc kelpt for milk or rearing calves,
twecause they arc net and cannet be niade fat for the
butcher. lias a fairmer a sow-pig which .becomes fat
upon the feed on wlich ic rest of his pigs are starv-
ing? lie givet her over te the butcher's knife and
prpagne, from "land shads '.and .rn cslis.

lias hie a fine, round, bright-eyed ewe? lie will
be fat about the time bis half filled pork barrels are
empty and ghe- is stripped cf her lair skin and fair
proportions suimply because abe is worth tle trouble
of killing ; and thus iany of umîr farmers perpetuinte
au breed of animais that are a lisgrace te the country.
They seem unensy while they possess an animal that
will ,Iraw the attention of their neighbours or the
butchers, and woe be to it if it put on a better ap-
pearance than its fellows, for from that tinie its doom
la sealed.

To a improve breed of animais, it la by not) neans
necessary to incur a great expense in bringing ani-
mals from a distance. If a fariner will mournt his
horse and ride across the country soine fine day, and
view the stock of bis neighbours, he will soon per-
cé ive that tliere are abundant means of bettering bis
circumstancs by a cross or excliange, at a sliglt
cost, and h by this plan of improving bis judgment
by comparison, and ioarding up experience for a
future day that will bc of more valie *o him than the
expense of many such excursions ; and improvement
once begun and persisted in for a short tine, will
produce such a correspnnding improvement in thel
mind and circumstanres of the farmer as will insure
its continuation. and richly reward ail his labour and
outlay.

Many of our farmerq destroy the lpe of improving
their stock by a systcen of false economy ln the selec-
tion of the males from which they brieedi their stock,
many do not keep à male from whichî to breed their
borses or horned stock, nor is it necessary as one will
dlo for a neighbourhool; but this one aoulti be the
iest; ant in order te keep a gooi one, a good price

must and should be charged] for bis services. -Am.
Stock Journal.

Raising the Caf
A 11i'T TO CRisTY OLD FAnMInS.

" h.T shep a beauity, father? Only sec what a
handsome little head she's got, and how fat she i4. I
dout believe there a another caif in tun n that cn
beat ber."

" That's just what I think, Nathan." replied the
farner, without raising lhis eyes fromî lis axe-grind-
ing She'll do te kill by Saturday. Juel Smifth
wants part of lier. We might as weli sell the whole.
for the head and plm. be as mucl nas ive sihaIl
want this hot weatler.'

" Don"t bave lier killed, father. Why can't we
raise a calfas wcll as other people? Ford said wlien
bhe was get'ing the lhay yesterlay that it nas ashame
ti have ail of old BJriidle'8 cah. es killed, for she was
file best breed of coin a - iyweliere about. lun knouv
what a pailful of milk she gave ail last sumnnier, and
that youî got thie premiltum on lier butter."

Wiell, I know aIl that, boy, but shte would coAt
r'nr tihan a luindrel dollars btfure she nutaîld bring
a cent If anyboiy is fool enoughu to raise then,
whuen they an buy thein ai rendy for mnilk at $20 to
$30, let theni îl it. I'i tue ould for such calcu-
lations."

l'erhaps it la so, but I can't bear Io have her
killed. If you will let her live I vill take ail ti
enre of ber, and raise a bed of carrais for her to cat
next winter. Why, she slian't trouble yot any."

" Your notlier ivants the nilk riglt away. to make
ail the butter she can this nonth, and if we keep lao
caif she musat have Il tvo or three veeks longer.
Tien, % hbat will you do with her this suîmmert"

l Oh, let lier go ln the pasture ivlth the cows. She
can oit a little clover now ; I fed lier with some yes.-
terday. Ford saisi she woild cnt nlnost anythiig ln
a littfe wliile."

"I wiould make pretty work to havc ler run with
4ier iiollier; sliel lake ail lier milk cach day."

Ilere Nathan was at a loss for another rlea, when
lie happened to think of tle little orchard, and pro-
posed to put lier in there. But bis father told hit
she would ont tlie saur apples liat fell off andit spoil
lier teelli. lie tiionght lhecould put llossyin lier pen
at niglt, ant get up early enouîgh in the mnorning to
pick up tle apiples. Several other objections werc
uxiul ant met with the sanie boy-earnestness, when
lis falher told him to go to lis work and lie wouîld
sec about il. This Isec about it" gave the boy
soitie encouîragement. Ife thouîglhtiti would be a gool
plan to gel his mother on lis aide. Whe.i lie ivent
into the houise lhe foni lier so busy in sonp.making
that ail he enutil get from her was, " Just as your
father thinks best about it ; I shall want the rennet,
for I am going lo iake cheese mii log.days. The
butter ian t worth iuîch thats made then.*' liere
was eometliing new for Nathan, who did not know
what rennet waq for, or where it came from. When bis
mother told him It was the caf's stomach, he thought
It would, bc an easy matter te get one of some of the
neigbbours îvbo nover Pindel chmee. A fow nîorn-
langa aler i s conversation, fariner Gaines askel bis
wife what she thouîght of letting Nathan raise the
calf. lier reply was, " Yo know best about il,
father. I shotuld like te have the boy gratified, If it
don't make you teo much trouble." What an excel-
lent lesson this reply was te aIl dictatorial, unthink-
ing wives. whose opinion muet nul", or there will be
a drizzle or storm within and without.

Nathan heard and said nothing about Blossy for a
week, expecting every day that ahe -would have ber
thtroat eut, loving ber ail the more with the fear of
loqi!g ber In the meantimo the fariner had been re-
solving lie subject in bis mind, and cane te the con-
clusion that if keeping the calf would nalce an early
îser of lis boy It woulid bc worth wbile te try it, for
tle suimmer at least, when he thought ho would get
enough of taking care of ber, and be glad te have ber
sold ia the fali to the drovers. No fariner could
have been moire pleasei vith a present of the best
Devon or Ayrshire cow, or seen fron ber a botter
prospect of wealth, than did Nathan Gaines when his
tatlier tolid hiunî lie might keep flhe calf, if he wouid
take gnod rare of lier, and raise ail the ruots she
wvanteil for ne-t n inter .111 this le pronised to do,
and anything else that was desired. Never hat he
so higli an opinion of his fauther before. This unexpect-
9.d faveur made obedience a very easy matter. Every
tuorning Nathan was up briglit and early to take
care of iis•alf and look after his carrut bedu, su as te
be ready for any other work. Bossy soon became so
lnuch of a pet with the fatmily that shte never went
htingry. Eten the fariner, who feared se mutch the
cost of raising ber, se:aed te enjoy giving ber an
xtra bite as lie went to feed bis horses, and often

Nathan fournd bits of bread and other morsels from
the table, whiich se liked very much. When autumn
came the caf had donc se well tiere was no danger
of ber being sold. Every one who saw ber said she
was the largest and best one of the scason. Far.er
Gaines thought bis boy hadl done enough more work
te pay for aIl abe ate, and if it took a ton of bay te
keep lier through the winter, he bad no idea of bav-
ing ber soId. Nathan's interest in the calf never
flagged. neither didi lie allow lier to bc any trouble to
his father. We vill pass over thrce years of ber life,
wlhen ire fini! yoing Jrindle giving as much milk as
hier mother. ani vill soon tak lier place in the barn,
for nId Brindile's cow-life is almost over, and will in
a year or two be consigned te the beef-barrel.

Farmor Gaineq lias never regretted that the calf's
lifte was sparel, for lie lias a botter cow than be
could finid elsewl ore, and by gratifying Nathan in
this act the boy hait formed habits of carefutlness.and
inuliistry wbiel will be worth a fortune te him.
lrarimtrq inqe înothing by giving their boys a reasona-
bIle indulgence, even if the cost is not always repaid
in dollars and cents. -Ohio Firmer.

To Ct as I.ins:ss G.tu.s.-A Rural New Yorker
correspondent writes:-Take dry vhite tend, bave it
file, put a httle in a paper in your pocket. and when
you stop your teain. or several times during the day,
puta little of it on ilie galled places. This will soon
Real.",
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