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CANADIAN MINING REVIEW,

that *land of the midnight sun” promulzated.
Many will remeber the long aud fierce debates,
both in the Senate and Congress, upon the
wisdom of paying to Rus-ia the sum of £7,200,-
000 for that north laud.  “The opponents of the
purchase charscterised the country as a ¢ useless
pile of mountaing and glaciers which possibly
might, at some fatare day, supply the United
States with ice quarries.” However, that far
secing statesman, Secretary Seward, secured for
Urde Sun that valuable tract of country,
which, from its position, ought to belong to the
Dominion of Canada, and by many - i
“ Sewand's folly.”  ‘There are living to-day some
of lis bruther legisltors who are ready to
acknowlalge that, at least, there was  wisdom
in his madnessk”  Tuke, for instance, into cou.
sideration the acquisition of the waluable
sealing grounds leased framn the Gov rnment by
the Alaska Commercial Company for 350,000
per annum,  sum sufficient to pay interest and
contribute towands the Government of the
territory.  Then again there is valuable mining
interests being deve'oped. At present one of
the langest and most complete quantz wills t« be
found on the continent is there in successful
operation—hnth mechwnieally and financially,
Aund it is gratifying to the ivhalitants of that
new country to be alle ta point to develop.
meuts which prove that there is xcype for many
more.

Althaugh many exploring jarties have, from
time to time, been fittel out aned sent by the
Unitel Statex Govermment, vet but little of
a valualle chamacter had leen collectest up to
the tinee that * the special ageat)” Ivan Petroff,

mzde hiz report in Auguct. 1882, That gentle- | merman

Arctic Tiade, and is visited by the Aliska Com-
wmercial Company’s steamers *wo or three times
during thie summer. At this peint the com-
pany’s river steamer londs cargo tor the interior,
taking on Loard, 40 axe men to cut fuel on the
trip up, whose mission it is, us soon as the
st amer touches the bank, to rush,axe in band,
to the neavest drift pile, so that the craft may
be detained as short a timeas possible.  Reach-
ing Fort Yukon, a distance of about 1,200
miles from Saint Michael, in 22 or 23 days,
aud Fort Relimcee, 400 wmiles further up the
stream, in 6 or 8 days were, miakes tle length
of the avcrage trip 30 days.  Notwithstanding
the number of hauds « mployed, and the length
of time occupied in delivering goods at Fort
Reliance, the treight mte chaiged is renmarkally
low, viz.: 339 per ton, so that Harper & Co.
are supplyiug provisions to the miners at Fort
Nelson at a very reasonable price.  There are
about 70 wintering at aud near that point at
present. Last fall flar was sold at 814 per
160 M, bucon at 30 ceuts pr Ih and other
stag ks tn proportion. By the aid of a small
steamer, which Harper & Ca. hought from
Schettlin Brix., who took it from San Fransico
to Yukoy for the purpose of using it in pros-
peating for gold, the owners are thus enallald to
distribute and furnish supplies o miners at
considemble distanox from their depot.

It is s=arecly craditable 10 our Feldersd and
Prvincial Governmenis to have to depend
upen the expionation pushed forwand Ly a
forcign power to oliain infonmation of one's
own country ; but so i3 i€ It wmay le asked
wlhat s tine cvnntry good fur if explored to-
aml x topezgmphical  description

man has given a daal of inf moztion in ngand’ pubiishel! Comniencing some six yearsago a

o Alaska and {is javjple

by the zreat Yaukon, it can Ine at once under-
stowl that e or two partirs can oo bt little
in a yearor sv in the way of giving the public
a corment tapezrapliaal description of that far
distant conntry. Sinee Petroifs timo Lieut,
Schwazka andd latterly Licut. Stonev bave dane
much, enuplsi with the expalitions under them,
to furnish Jdesirel tufonuation.  These trmavel
lexs andd explazis have sweeived foam private
ONTCrS,- ~gzentlemen. rextdent in the inteior of
the oountry for 2 number of years—umuch detail
of a valuable and practical nature

A frw tnvlers Iave extabilished & taading post
at the coufluence of e Stewari and Yukon
which they have namel Furt Nelan.  No
doulit the advent of quite a number of miners.
ard the amonnt of goli which thry were
oltaining from the lars on 1%+ Stewart River
*nduced the extablishment of this teding poat,
«hich is atwut 0 milx cast from the Alaska
boundary., I onler that thereader nay lctter
umnlerstand the relative penitions and distances
of points of impmrtance along the mighiy
drainage artery, flowing at lrast 1,000 miles in

But wlen we lakc!small strein of zold hunters floxed into the
into considernting the extent of country dmined

north.west partion of the Yukon country, and
cre1y summer sinoe miners kave visited it in
sarch of the precions wctel with muae or less
seevess Darinig the ealy part of last spring
amd summer over 200 miners parchaced supplies
in Maska aud went by way of Chilkout to
different strvamswhere golld had been discovere:d,
Lt prinaally te the Stewart River shens the
Lest pay had levn found,  For a portien of last
saminer Harper & Co.’s steasner, Voo Lackest,
was usol in mising water tor a mining claim
situatel un this stream, snd alihough tailings
were being worked a thinl time, by the aid of
sluices wver §20 yur day to the kand for all
cmplovel was the ranlt up to the end of the
scawn.  Others were miniaz on tae Salmon
below lake Lelarge, waile it is reportod that
on the Lenis River there were but few flanks
dmawn in that camp during last  season.
Seme 0 men twk up  winter quarters
at Fart Nelson andd Stewart River, expecting to
take out g+l in the fall and culy spring. The
wiiter was informod by several gentlemen who
Lad examinel a vory large tar of alwut four
miles in length, some 30 fert deep and of con-

Beitish Temitory, thence 2,609 niilex through ! iderable width, that it prospectol thronghont

Alaska, wilth in places of 20 miles, emlwou.
churing by a number of mouths into Norton
Sound, a jart of Rehring Sex.  As few fants
reganling its mightincx ey Le mentivned.
It las lcen stated, and it may appear increditile
0 those who have been tanght to Uelieve that
the Misawippd is the father of waters, to be
told Ut the Yukon River discharges cvery
honr one-thitd more water than sulls by New
Osleans during the same time.  Strange as it
WAY AP{OAT PEA-EOIRT Verarls cannet et nearer
the mouth of the river than some 50 miles, on
scconnt of the imwenme quantities of silt
catried down hy the freshetx.  The port of St
Miclacl, situated some GO miles nosth from the
xiver, is the depot for the Yukon River and

the whele gravel from 1 10 5 cents to the pan.
This lar is on the main Yukon lwlow the
mouth of Stewart River, tut the dificulty of
waeking is the lack of water. That necessary
azrat can be obtainel some 25 miles distant at
a large ouilay, Bt as wood is plentifal it might
e lexx expensive (o cmploy steam power to
vaise the nquired water. At any iate it is
agreed that theee is a big thing in the larif
water wzsonly browght upon it.  Itis smid that
there are many other tmrs that [wo well,
and that at no distant date will Le worked pro-
fitably. It is b-licved that inside of the next
two years over 1,000 wen will be mining and
doing well cn White River. A great mining
fature is predicted for this great unknown land.

WM. HAMILTON MERRITT, F.6.S.

Associate Royal School of Mines, &c.,
Mining Engincer and Metallurgist,
Will report on Mines and Mineral Propertics..
ADBRESS

15 Toroxto St., TORONTO, ONT.

FOR SALE
Valuable Phosphate Property.

South halves of Lots No. 22 and 3, in:
the Sth Range, in the Township of Port-
land West.  Partly developed.

Apply to this office, or
P. LARMONTH,
46 Sparks Street, Ottawa.

VALUABLE

Farm Lands for Sale

IN MANITOBA.
2568 Acres of Splendid Prairic Farm Landk, Class 1.

The Manitolaand Northwestern Kailway runsthroagh
thedistrict in which these Jands are situated.

2]

Secticn 3 13 23 610 Acres.
Pe 13 14 23 G0 e
@« 17 14 23 GI0 ¢
“ 10 3 3 73 [+

Title direct frrmm the Crown. Well acttled districts
surronnd these lands and gool roads te them,
Termsof jaymnent reawnalie.
APPLY THIS OFFICE.

'McINTYRE, LEWIS & CODE,
Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries Public.

Cesevyenang of P'raperties cnd Noneral Kights.

QFFICES : - UNION CHAMIERS, OTTAWA.
LWweasmz Laradon Memng, Raen Ov3ie.)
Aurs. B M dsTeen Taavems Lawmse W, J. Cons

WOLFF & COTTON,
Provincial Land Surveyors,
ONTARIO AND QUEREC.
orren =32 Eucix Srerey, Orraws.,
{Opgweite Ruseell Howeel)

J. OBALSKTI,
MINING ENGINEER,
Wil camine aml sejeut oa mines amd sake amlysis
Ofice 63 St. Gabriel Street, Montreal.
CONSUS TATION FREE!

FOR SALTE
ANa. 1

PROSPECTING
With wew Steel Bodler amd onmplete ontfit.

A o
"' ROBERT GEE,

279 Sr. Janrs Srrxrr, MoxTRERAL.

PHOSPHATE PROPERTY
1 the Towwhip of Fortland West

FOR SALE.

Tats 25,28, 27 and 29 in the 3nd Tange.  Seme exeele
-ﬁ:‘“ have beem wncovered om:




