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A-r the recent Engiish Church Congress heid at N )rich, the Canon of Min arigel who i

chester atbirmed that the inicrease of scientific knowiedge has depris ýd Parts J the rMs or

the cariier books of the Bible of the historicai value that was generally atîributud He proct

go thern hy our forefathers. l'ise siory of the creation in (;encsis, and the storiý nient, such

of the Flood and of the 'lower of Babel are, he said, incredible in their presuri the st,)ppink

form, 'his affirmation is characterized hy Prof. Goidwin Smnith, in the l)ectiiîlvr suit and sia

Northi A ethîricaf Revicu', as "a hoid and honorabile attemipt ta cast a milisiýnc actuai occur

off the neck of Christianity." i'rofessor Smith says that a seil which ha, long " Such ex

hung before the eyes of free inquiry is removedi hy the (anotîs renonciaions aixasiflatman

He then gives bis own experience as a student at college. recaiiing. amiong othr liipih's mnass
isons, comm,

things that then awoke hi% reas(in, the "desiierate shifts" to whis h a certain had a depior

lecturer ssas driven in his efforts ta reconcile the facts of bis science with ile wliih rails

Mosêic cosmiogossi In this connection he says : Froin the conce2ptions (if murderous p.

science, geîîcentrtcisni, derived froua the Mosaic cosmogony, ina>' hase liera The~ dark s

hanished, but oiver those of theoiogy its cloud stili heavily bangs. l'li corise o fessorý

crated imipression has survivedi the distinct lielief, and fasth shirnks froiis the' Puro fer

îbeologîî ai resolution whic h the abandonnment of the impîressionî ssauk in% .iCIi< iy f a

lie adds ; 
-lite lessi

-rhe history of every nation begins wîîh myîh. A primevai trîbe kee1îs ro !hu, a usurp

record, and a nation in its maturity bas no more re(oliectiîîii <of wbat haliliurd toiO Israe, and

in ils înfancy <han a man of what happened ta hiiii his ciadir. t is roedl le uHe <h

to say that the first book of I.isy is a tissue of Fable, thougb tise Ronmans wer M thId hi

great keepers of records and matter of fart as a people. \Vbcn the ige rithecidnc

reflection arrives and the nation hegins to, speculate on its origin, it gives <sellf iisk ets t o hej

mythicai founder, a 'Iheseus, a Romulus, or an Abrahamn, and ascribe, <o hia \iaziah, King

its ancestral institutions or customs. In bis history aiso are found the icys t,, umiter, for In,

immemoriai namtes and the origîn of mysterious or venerated abjects.I i, a Or huîchery

rule of criticismi <bat we cati fot hy any criticai aiembic extract material, for a~ solemil as.

history out af fable. If the detaîls of a story are fahuiou,, so is thewoe ec te,<
the details of Ahraham's story the appearance of the l)ei<y <o him, sa strangc1ls ti<îng that

c haitaal <bat
anthropomorpbic, the miraculous hirtb of bis son wben his wife was ninety yer n te <bon
nid, his adventures witb Sarah in Egypt and afterward in (;erar, arrested lii the sn

angei, witb the episode of Lot, the dcstruction of te Cities of the P'lain, aid ihr ksîîressing ai

tnirning of I ot's wifle into a pîliar of sat-are piainly unhîstorîcal, the whole rd ,ther chîali
story muist be relegated ta the domain of tribal fancy. WVe cannot mri a rai

persnag outof nrelitis o li a pacefor lm n urecodedtim But he is gpersnag ou of nrelites o fi a lac forhin inunreordd tmeah With bide
Irofessor Smith asserts that the texture of the bistory (if the other 1iatriareli quratits ta hi.

is the saine as <hat of the hîstory of Ahraham, and sa) s :ratait of bis

"ýThey art mythicai founders of a race, a character whieh cxtendS t <ci uma liulygamy <2

and Esau. In fart, the chapters reiating ta <hem are full of what, in an ordira, deeîîîed b>'
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