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by the disposal of the remaindor, as the lenso of the furm ex-
pires in 1890, Theso sheop are brad dircetly from descend-
ants of Mr. Jonss Wobb's aclebrated flnck, at the dispersion
of which, in 1872 (%) the high average of $68 & houd was
attained. 1 know Jonas Webb and his sons and had mapy
dealings with thom, and os I saw a strango story in one of
the U, 8. agricultural papors about the origin of the Babra-
ham Southdowns, I may as well lay baro $he roal fuots of the
case.

Mr. Jonas Webb was, come fifty years ago, game-keopor to
Mr. Adaro of Babraham, Cawbridgeshire, s wealthy land-
owner. His master, having bought somo Southdown owes
and a ram of Mr. Jobhn Ellmav, of Glynde, Sussex, the first
improver of the breed, sent Mr, Webb, s a thoroughly caro-
ful, trustworthy map, to bring them to Babraham. The
sheep arrived safely, wore neat enough, but small; the two-
yearold wethers, is those days only weighing about 16 lbs
the quarter, Mr. Webb, on his return, remarked upon this
dimioutive size to the Squirs, and said, ¢ if you will let me
the Lodge-gate farm at a fair rent, I will start a small flook,
and see if good foeding of the lamb and dam will not inercase
the weight of theso sheop. No sooner said that dono, Mr.
Woebb entered on the farm—120 acres I think—; returned
to Sussex; bought more ewes and rams of Ellman ; formed
his own ideas on selection; and succcoded so well that be
added farm to farm-—some rented others purchased—until,
before he died he was farmiog nearly 2,000 acres of land.
His flock, and the herd of shorthorns, sold after his death for
upwards of 130,000,

‘T'he increase of size in these shoep was the point aimed at,
and successfully aimed at, as many of tho 22 months old
wethesss I bave scen at thé Smithfield Clab.show must
have weighed 30 ibs. a quarter, The neoks too, whioh wore
originally meagre, became strong withous cosrseness, but his
greal pride was in the rotandity of the * legs of mutton”; to
which I well remember his calling my attention at the Gloy-
woter thow of the R, A, Society.

My own fecling has always been that, at some or other,
there was a slight taste of Cotswold bloed introdnced into tho
flck , but the family have always strenuounsly deniod this,
and assert that the increase of size is solely owing to the ewe-
tegs having been well fed during the first winter, whereas the
Sussex men send their young ewes out to keep on the lands of
the Wold, where they are and always have bean, balf starved.
Aoy how, they were splendid sheep, and laid the foundation
of the improved flocks all over the South of Kngland. From
wem descended the prize-winuers of the Rigdens, the Gor-
voges, the Doke of Richmond, Lord Walsingham, and
the Drineo of Wales ; and I heartily hope that some patriotio
Canadian may unport a scleotion from Mr, Henry Webb's
fluck to improve the breed of his own conntry; for it is high
uwe, if we want to do anything worth spoakiog of with our
wutton, that tho long-wools stould die the death.

Eps. Country GENTLENAN—Your able aad interesting
English correspondent, Mr, Bowick, says: The well
keown Mr, Jonas Webb's flock of Babraham was the lineal
atd direct descendant of the flook of Mr. Johs Ellman,
“hLo was the father of the breed in its leading Sussox branch.”
I visited Mr, Webb twico in the summer of 1841, and staid
there about two days each time looking over the flock very
carcfully, 85 I purchased a ram snd several cwes. Our mi-
awter, at the BEoglish court, Mr. Stevenson was with me,
alw purchssing several head to stook bis farm in Virginia
and that of Bishop Mcade. Br. Webb in talkinz to me aboat
his shecp was rather chary of inforniation as to their breeding,
but from the littlo ho said on the subject, I inferred that he
chose sheep for the improvement of his flosk wherever he

oould find them among tho Downs of a supdrior
that ho inhorited at least a part of tho originals fram his
father. He did not speak of Mr. Ellmav's, but judgiog from
the appearance of the two stocks, I d\d not think thore was
much, if any, of the Rliman blood mingled with that of the
Webb, Tho sheop I saw of the former were nst so largo, I
thought, goncrally by ono.fifth, or peghaps mors, as tha lat
ter, and they woro finor and more dolieato in thelr points and
of a somowhat difforont style. I ahould like to know from
Mr. Bowiok whothor I am correot in my recollectiops. Ho
oun casily ascertain this from Mr, Henry Webb. and ic will
bo interesting information to furnish the Counray GenrLE-
MAN. A. B. Avtex, (1)

t‘uality, dand

Cost of roots.— Mr. I'rank Smith, o rogular corregpondont
of the English Agcicultural Guzette, tnd o largs acoupier of
lang‘ puts tko cost of oultivation of an aome of roots as
810.00 :

Onc ploughingnuoouo 900 eseseseeqgptopgee 81025
Carting 16 loads dung and spreading.., 2.50

Ploughing in dung. .....cccceenene crevesee 1,25
Rolling...... rueerastnserissnsnsarrees ann e 020
J01 311317 ST I ;)
Harrowing, rolling, hocing...orereseseees 4,00

810,45

This is, of course, the uctual cost to the farmer, Tho va.
rious estimatos of tho cost of farm.operations aro very far
apart. Mpr. Tuok, Mensrs, Dawea' foroman, puts the prios of
aman and two horses at 84,00 a day! I incline towagds s
dollar and a quarter; in the country parts, whore wagoes are
low, it would not cost the farmer more,

Weiaht of hay.—Hay ig a newly made stack, in England,
weighs ubout b lbs. or so per oubio fot ; after heating and
scttling, about 8 lbe.. and somebimes, in the London distriot,
where the best hay is madg, olover-bay will weigh as much as
9 ibs. per cubio foot. Will any reader be good encugh to
cut out 4 cubio foot of hay from u mow in his barn, carcfully,
and let me kaow how much it weighs ?

Cow-grass.—* A constant reader” wants to know *‘all
about” this valuable clower. It is said to have originated
from aoross between Trifolium msdium and T. pratense,
tho former of which is a percnpial &nt, common in English
pastures, With a glaucous leaf and of a crecping habit ; not
good stuff by avy means, The T. pratense, is the common
red clover. The real cow-grass, T, prafense percnne, is very
like the common red-clovor, exocpt that the flower ifsup-
ported upon a stalk, instead of resting direotly upon a pair of
 leaves. I do not sec why it should be called a grass, as it
is n clover, I regidt to say that the cow-grass and rye-gises,
just sown here, will be mown next sammer : they should be
pasturcd, to give thom a fair chance,

Phosphates in England.~Tho following is a liat of the
quantities of phosphates produced in and imported inte En-
gland yearly :

. Tons,
Phosphate — Oarolina rock, apatite, &o.
impormd- N A YRR I Y A PR Y AT PR YR Ry P LY L] 270,000
Coprolites—home-production .......eeserss 26,000
Bones, bonc-ash, &0..vcerevvirrrverssrresaress 53,000
. Bone (home-produoction)..cccesssesseresrsrss 60,0600

———————

400,000

(1) See.ante,
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