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Sc1ent1fxc Temperance Teachum

lng “

(By Mrs Howaad Ingham Secretary Non-

) Pa.rtx an ‘W, C. T. U, Cleveland, Ohlo)
LESSON" XXXVII —-THE PLEDGE

1 What have you learned abou.t alcohol §

tobaceo and opium? - .
. That they are all poisons, and always: poi-

‘ sonous, and that the only safe way is to let

them entirely alome. .
2."What would be a good thing to’ do in
regard-to these things?

_them.

3. What do you-call such a promis e" :

We call it the tolal abstinence pledge.

4, Why should we sign such a pledge?

-For our own sake, forr others’ sake, and for
the Lord Jesus’ sake

-5. Why for our own sike?

Because total abstinénce is right, and be—
cause the pledge makes us stronger to ‘ab-
sbaln

6. Why for others’ sake?

" Because our example may help some oné
else to total abstinence, and it is alw ays our
duty to help others to do right. -

7. Why for Jezus’ suke?

‘Because he has bidden . us. keep o:ur»elves
pure and to help others. v

8. What does the bible says a‘ gut heepinf’
ourselves pure?

“That the bLody is God's temple and he
who deﬁles. this temple, God will destroy. - .

"9, What aid . J esus  say about helpmg
others? ~

‘Inasmuch as ye ‘have done it to the Ieast
of these my DLrethren; ye have. done it un'to
me.

C10. Whaxt <ha11 we. pledge ourselves not to
use"

. Rirst, a.nythmg tha.t contains a.lcchol

11, 'Does that meéan beer and cider? ;.

i Yea. . Both;; -of./them, and wine; conta.m
alcohol ‘and canuot safely be used.:

‘12, What else shall we not use?

'l‘oba.cco, which is a most ﬁlthy and injuri-
‘ous thing.

13, What other evil habit are boys and
girls tempted to form?

The habit of profane or indecent langua,ge

or indecent acts.

14. What dces God say- about profanity?.

‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God. in .vain, for the.Lord will not hold
him guiltléss that takeéth his name in vain)

16, What does Jesus say: ‘about being pure?

‘Blessed are-the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.’

16. What does this mean?

It means that we must not say a ba.d
woréi think a bad thought, or do an 1mpme
dee
~17. How can we, avoid-doing these thmgs"

By keeping our thoughts full of what is
sweet and clean. Weeds and flowers can
never grow in the same place at the same
time.

18. What ig the iriple pledge?

A promise not to use alcohol, tobacco nor v

nrofa.ne or bad words or deeds.

Hints to Teachers.

This lesson should be taught very careful-
ly, impressing the solemn importance of the
pledge. Try to present as stroungly as pos-
sible to'al abstinence as God’s plan and every
child’s  duty.
brief, earnest prayer, “which {he .children

should repeat, sentence by senteace, after:

their teacher, the pledge may be taken. It
should be recozmized.as a solemn promise
given to God himself. Bach ¢hild should
have his pledge-card always to carry in his
pocket; but the names and addresses of all
should be carefully taken in a special book,

- ready for reference at all times, that the-

children may be visited and guarded in all

" leve, for Christ's sake.

The Lion’é Déﬂ.
(Blizabetlr P. Allan,)

‘Ma, whos that 31tt1n~ in ‘he fence cor-

er?
The blacksmith’e wife ﬁnished plnning the

THE

A ously.

-To sign a promise. thit we will not use'

you can .iry,

And at the close, after a.

1\4

hemvy .sheet on the clotheslme a.nd then
pushed back her bomnnet. -

‘That man yonder"’ she nodded contemp«tu-
“What is, the matter
child, that you don’t know old Sam Deunby?

™ He's dead drunk, that's' what he is; that’s’
what he generally is,’ pom' wreteh, ‘1 do p1ty

him, for a fact.”

‘Why, ‘Ma.?: “He don’t hiave to drink 1t’
his ownfault;’ said the blacksmith’s da.ugh-
ter, Silyy; she was helping her mother to
ha.ng out the Monday’'s wash. i .

Mrs.. Forbes shook her head.

‘It was his fault once, of oourse but he's
in the lion’s den, an’ now he can’t git outen

" it himself, no more. nor-Daniel could. .
. ‘God “sent his avgel, and shut the Iioms’ :

mouths,” suggested Silvy. -
. ‘Po’ Sam ain’t-seen no angel though he

- sees t'other sort—devils {g what Sa.m sees;

when he has ’lirim tremens.’

‘Maybe God means. people to heIp Sam,
seein’ there ain’t no a.ngels round suggest-
cd Silvy, again. .

‘Much good a.nybody can do Sa.m, sald the
blacksmith’s wife; ‘there ain’t .nothin’ left
to_tek hold of.’ : ’

‘Did ‘you ever try, mother? .

‘Here!" Ketch hold and move this here
basket, eried ~Mrs, Forbes, sharply,
don’t jaw me so much. - I never could work
and jabber same time.

Silvy obcyed, and the work went on qu1et-
ly, except for the flap, flap of the damp
clcthes in the breeze. But when the basket
was empty the girl leaned her Lare elhows
on the fence, and locked a.t the man lying
in {Ho grassy corner:

He was dirty- and ragged and unkempt,
but her mother was mistaken—he-was not
drunk, and Silvy was star.,lf-d at hearing her-
self spoken to by Rim:

“You are the gal tha,t sxnga in the choh at

the Methodist church, ain’t you?

" ‘Yes,’ said Silvy, ‘Do ycu go to church?

‘Sometimes I slips in to hear the singin’,
said the man; ‘I uged to be a good hand at’
& tune m}sclf Theré’s one you smgs as

“allus-makes-a baby of me.’

-And in a quavering, but not untuneful
voxce, Sam hega.n to smg

“The TLord's our- Rock in him w6 hlde
A shelter in l:he time 013 sLo1m :

"~ eThats "bout all T know. of the Wouls, he‘

) sa.id "cept the choruu

‘Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land,
A weary land, a weary land;

Oh, Jesus ‘is a Rock in o weary land;
A shelter in the time of storm.” -

“Wait a minute, said Silvy, with a flush
on her face, ‘T'll get my gospel hymns and
sing you the rest.”

But it was not for her hymn-bock alono

that she sped bagk into the little cottage. .

Her father had come in from the forge, and
she stood ploa.ding with him and her mo-

. ther for some plan which had suddenly form-

ed in her young heart.
‘What’s the use of our singing “Throw
out.the life-line,” if we never do it, father?

she exclaimed; the tear-drops rumning over,

while. she . loukerl into his face appealingly.
“That's -true, sald Forbes. ‘Well, gitl,
but- it looks like a wrist like
yourn couldn’t hold any life-line, after you'd
throwed it.’
Silvy was already, back at-the fe'm.e She

sang one afier another of those précious

hymns, standing - there under the old wal-
nut tree, at the end of the village street. It
was the far end, and thers were few passers-
by, but if there had been many, Silvy would
not have noticed them; her wHule heart was
centred in this new venture.

‘Mr. Denby,’ she said, after she ha.d shut
the “book, ‘father says you are .to come

around-to our house to-night, z_md sing some -

with us, to my melodeon.’

Sam Denby burst. into tears, Perhaps
they were maudlin, but they were signs of
shame, and, howaver weak, of repenience,
He would not promise, though the = girl
coaxed him; but.when the evening. shades
fell, and.the glow was dying out of the forge,
they saw him hanging round in sight of the
cottage, and the blacksmith went. out and
brought him in- to the neat sitting-room,
whore Silvy’s little melodeon stood. .

The ‘life-line’ had been thrown out, but,
alas, the hands" of the poor. dru.nka.rd had
lost -their grip. . His desire to Dbe decent
miglit be strong, hut that terrible thirst was
stronger still. His fear of the consequen-
ces.might torture him, but that was nothing
to the torture of the drink-devil within him

with . you, -

‘and -

.t0 come to the Savioul

: knew it
' No ‘earthly’ help, TDut, genftle ha.nds were
drawmg, drawing, dra.wmg ‘him:

had -for- a life-time of sin. been turnifiz his

/back. TFor i is one ‘of the blessed character- . .
" .isties of Christian endeavor that it multi-.
-plies itself like leaven,

If you.make one’

-Thera was. no earthly help for Sa.m, and hs A

within .. " o
_reach of ‘that divine help, upon which he

R

effort to save the perizhing, unless you throw -

away that one effort you will make another, . ..
It is eontagxous.:i -

and another and another,
too, when you begin really to save a-lost
soul, in God’s earnest, you do not wait, like
the  woman ‘in the parable, to call in your

neighbors to rejoice with you over its re- =

‘covery; oh, no; you call them in to belp
you-in the seareh.

- For a few times Sam” Denby came to the - }
blacksmith’s cottage and Jjoined in the hymn-

singing. He was pleased enough, poor fel-
low, fﬁo‘ find ‘himself in decent company, to be
called ‘Mr. Denby,” and hé loved music wxl,h
all the soul whiskey had left him.

But in a short while he was lying in the
gutter,-all the mores beastly drunk, perhaps,
because of his short abstinence. :

“Well, our little village maiden learned
then, sheddmg bitter tears over the lesson

page, that it 'was no child’s pla; ‘throw -
" out’'the life-line.' o ore

But it only cast her more
upon the great Helper, whom, per haps, she

had’ fancied she could do without, in her:
The little bed-room aLove the

first success.
kitchen became a place where she wrestled,

like Jacob of old, in secret prayer; and when .

she went to the Leemo meetings, it was with
one entrea.ty' ‘Pla) for Sam; oh, pray for
Sam.’

And now the poor drunkard began to be
girdled about by praying nexghbors
faith was not larger than a grain of mustard
see; they were more surprised to sce Sam
sober than- to see him drunk; but since they
had promised Silvy to pray . for him, they no
longer. passed him by like a c'lst-o‘t
was sober, they. encouraged him; if he was
drunk, they looked after him; .other plices

‘besides. the. blacksmith’s offered- themselves
. to him for-an evening resort, and everyhody,

with ‘one accord, urged him to come 10O
church. .

der—hea.rted mothers, .
And one night,” when God’s . Spmt was
present in great power; moving sinful hearts

form presented itself for the prayers of God’s
people, and a great wave of emotion swept.
over the congregation—it was Sam Denby,
the drunkard!

Their -

If he

. When he did-come, they gave him
a hea.rty welcome, from the dapper young

- usher to the old preacher; the very children
‘put; their wee-fingers in-his, ttmg:ht by. ten-t

a Lent and feeble .

‘Lord, thou hast p»nommed that those who ™~

come to thee shall in nowise be cast oub,
Fulfil that promise, Lord, to this poor sin-
ner! Thou hast promised that  they. who
look to thee for strength shall iread upon
the lion and the adder; that the young lion
and the dragon they should trample under
foot. Lord, make thy word good to this
man, whose temptations are fierce like the
lion and poisonous like the adder. Heavenly
Iather, didst thou not send thy angel to
shut' the mouths of the lions which reared
against thy servant Damiel ? Oh, God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, défend this
brother of ours from evils worse than wild
Deasts,’

So the old preacher poured out his heart
to God, with his hand on the bowed head of
‘the poor. drunkard; and the people wept
aloud. But the little maid in the choir did
not weep; she was standing on a mount of

visicn;  her face heamed with triumph, and.

over and over she whispered to her tather:
‘God_has sent his angel Lo shut the lions’
mouths.’

Was it strange if ‘thé blacksmith should

faney that God’s angel must look like his
daughter Silvy. ‘Temperance Advocate.’

Prof. Hein, of Zurich, Switzerland, writes .

with reference to the Swiss archery compe-

titions as follows: — The Swiss have bean-

distinguished in archery for centuries. I
bad occazion, a short time ago, to speak

with one of these far-famed huntsmen, This -

clever marksman assures me that ali who at-
tain skill in shooling are strictly tempera.te
imen or abstainers. Iven temperaté men
have to become abstainers for.about a wesk
before entering into a schutzenfest (compe-
tition)., - The Dest marksmen not only ab-

stain from alcohol, but live exclusively om '

milk, Dbubter, cheese, and egegs. They must
also 2o to bed betimes at night, and many of
{hem do not smoke tobacco.

Heavy smokers -
are never first-class marksmen. ‘ -



