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but comes in frequently to spend the even-
ing, and ‘when the pitcher of cider is
brought from the cellar,” this boy would
often drink so much of it as to become
quite intoxicated. ‘It was reaily shock-
ing,’ to use her own words, *to see sucha
depraved appetite.’ o

© “¢Then why do yougiveittohim? I
asked. : o -

“ ¢ Why, we could not be soinhospitable
as to refuse him a little cider ! he  vould
be offended ; he is & nice boy otherwise,
and his parents ave among our best friends.’

“fAnd yot,” I.said, ‘youll set before
him that which is surely driving himn -to a
drunkard’s grave.’

“ ¢ How can you talk so ! it'sonly cider!’
was her reply. .

¢ Only cider! yet a truer name .was
never given it than ‘The devil's kindling-
wood,” as one of ourreformed inen calls it ;
and that you, Jason, should sell any onc
cider, even when it is sweet, grieves me
beyond expression.”

**Well, now, mother, there’s no use mak-
ing such a fuss about it ; if T hadn’t sold it
to him some one else would, so where's the
difference.” . .

 That's exactly what the saloon-keepers
say ; and you certainly donot uphold them
n selling liquor.” C

** By no means,” replied the deacon, de-
cidedly, ‘*But Ireckon there’s somne dif-
ference hetween sweet cider and.whiskey.”

“ A difference, yes, I grant it ; bubsweet
cider becomes sour, and then it is an alco-
holic drink, justas much asany liquor, and,
boys who hegin by drinking cider when it
is swect, soon. grow tolike it whenit ‘spar-
kles,” and then to like it whenitis old and

‘hard.” The more I sce the effects of cider
drinking the more strongly I am opposed
toit. I know it is a common drink among
farmers, but more than one farmer’s boy
has been ruined byit ; and how any father
can so blindly allow cider t be kept in his
cellar for his own and the neighbors’ boys
to drink is more than I can understand,”

“Well, now, John Powelson’s drank
cider ever since he was a boy, and ho’s
been a church member these twenty years.
It ain’t made him a drunkard, and it never
will,” ’ .

“No, Jason, Mr. Powelson is not a
drunkard ; but unless I am greatly mis-
taken his boys are nob likely ‘toi-escape so
ensily.” Tl

“If I'd known you was going to take it
so hard, I wouldn’t ’a promised le could
haveit. But I told him I'd bring it to-
morrow, and I suppose I'll have to now.”

The following day Deacon Jones loaded
the barrel of cider, which was already hiss-
ing and foaming, as if a band. of demons
were confined within, and were struggling
with might and main to grasp their victims
before time—into his waggon. Mounting
the seat, he rode away toward the village,
where he left the cider, and pocketing
the money, which someway did not seem
much of a satisfaction to him after all,
drove slowly homeward.

“Idon’t knowbut Mary’s right after all,”
he soliloquized as the horses jogged along,
taking their own gait over the dusty high-
way, where on either side strotched the
richly tinted woodland, or the now barren
meadows and pastures, with now and then
a herd of cows filing slowly homeward.

“If I'd fed them apples to the pigs,”
he continued, as he flecked the off horse
lightly with the whip, ‘‘mebbe I'd ’a got
just as much out of ’em ; they do say as
how apples is powerful good for pigs.”

But let us see what became of that barrel
of cider. It was proposed by onc of the
boys to add to it & half gallon of alcohol,
ashe had been told that would improve
the flavor, and add also to the *‘keeping”
quulitiesof the cider. This wasaccordingly
done, with the added result of making it
much more intoxicating. ’

The neighbor’s boy had to be carried
home on several occasions from the effects
of it, in such a condition as to surprise and
grieve his parents, who had been ignorant
of the fact that their only son had developed
an appetite which had been carefully
guarded against in their own home, on ac-
count of hereditary tendeuncies. Too late
the discovery was made-to save the boy!
The horeditary longing for drink, which
had lain dormant for years, had been
aroused,and like a lighted match to the fuse,
it increased with frightful rapidity. Tom
and Joe were often his companions at the

lsu’loon now ; the alcoholic fluid in their

father's cellar was becoming tame to their |

taste. : .

But now their father begins to demur.
What ! his boys in"a saloon! The com-
panions of tipplers and bar-room loafers !
In vain he protests, and their mother’s
tears are alike unavailing ; every evening
finds them at the saloon, where, with cards
and dice, drink and vile jest, the hours are
filled, .

At last one evening after several drinks
have been disposed of, a quarrel arose over
a game of cards, Words led to blows.
Enraged beyond control, Tom seized. .a
heavy bottle, and with strength born of
frenzy dealt his brother a crushing blow
upon the head. - Asthe blood trickled from
the wound and formed into a little pool
upon the floor where he lay, the door
opened and John Powelson entered as he
often had done lately to try to persuade
the boys to gé home.. _

The awe-stricken crowd parted to give
him admission. Horrified he gazes upon
his son. In another moment ho is kneel-
ing at his side with his head upon his arm.

¢ Go for a doctor, some one, quick !” he
commands, and two men dart out of the
room to do hisbidding. O Joe! my boy!
my boy! to see you come to this!” he
wails. :

Thoe dying boy'seyes unclose, ‘‘Father,”
he murmurs faintly ; “‘cider did ib; that
was the starling point ; if it hadn’t been
for that, I wouldn’t be here now.”

¢ Tom didn’t mean to do it,” he added,
after a moment, as the now thoroughly-
sobered brother, realizing what- he had
done, threw himself upon the floor by the
side of Joe and wept aloud. ‘It wasn’t
him ; it was the diink did it. . Tell mother
I » - Fis words came more faintly, the
heart fluttered feebly, and— he was gone.

One son’s life put outin shame and; dark-
ness, and twenty years in the penitentiary
for the other is theresult of cider-drinking
in John Powelson's family, while the
neighbor's son, a victim to his ill-advised
so-called hospitality, after breaking ‘the
hearts of his parents, eventually filled n
drunkard’s grave.

And shall any call it harmless, even
though ’tis *‘ only cider” ?

““Behold how grent a matter a little fire
kindleth.”—Union Signal. N
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MOTHERS, LEND A HAND AT THE
 SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON."

BY PATSEY PRESTON.

In the corner near me in Sunday-school
is n most fascinating class of keenly inter-
ested little people. The other day I asked
their teacher how she managed to so en-
tirely absorb them. ¢0,” she said, I
think the reason -they like the lesspn is
that each one knows something abont it
beforehand, the Golden Text, if nob more.

That too is the reason that they come solg

regularly, because after the trouble with
the learning they are not easily influenced
to stay at home. Before the mothers
joined in’ this scheme the children often
did not know what I was talking about.
Now they listen for that place to come
which they do know about, so that they
may have a chance to ‘talkk some too.
While waiting they tale in a great deal
that otherwise would have been lost.”

If mothers would only insist that their

“children should learn their Sunday-school

lessons ! The every day lessons cowme five
dnys in the week, and every care is taken
that they are prepared ; but the one day
Sunday lessons are usually, neglected.
What must the children infer from this ?
Could an Apostle Paul entertain and in-
struct a goodly number of children in onc
of our International lessons, in the half
hour generally allotted, when the interven-
ing history, and the story, and the moral,
and the entertainment, must all be taught
in those thirty minutes ?. If hard for him,
I wonder what is the success of some of
our teachers! And yet the mothers com-
plain that Mary and Bobby are unwilling
to go to Sunday-school ; it must, of couse,
be the fault of the teaching. Probably we
grown people have all had the experience
of going to a lecturo which lay over un-
familiar ground, and known how difficult
it was to fix our thoughts upon it, -Just

this, plus wiggling neighbors‘and otherdi- |.

versions, is the case with ‘the childven,

Can wo blame them for voting it -stupid?-

In day-school poor recitations and. bad
behavior -are punished, but in Sunday-

school the poor teacher has no- wenpon of
authority or defence, o

1 sooften think of a little girl whom I
encountered on a Saturday’s morning visit,

'She was, with furrowed brow and intent

look, poringoverabook, I kiew the child
well and expresed my wonder that she was
not enjoying her sunny holiday.” ¢ Oh, I
must learn my Sunday lesson, or mamma
will make me weara calico dress tochurch,
because she says that she does not like to
see little girls dressed up and knowing no
lesson.” My friend was right.
saw that her mother thought the lesson of
more worth than the finery. I wish that
there were more like her, And if after-
ward there could be a chat over the day’s
lesson with them, it would be such a good
way to keep, the facts in . mind. - They
would like to do that ; wenone of us object
to ventilating our ideas when we have any,
and are patiently listened to,—Presbyterian
Observer, -
THE GRADED SYSTEM.

We hear much talk in some quarters
about the graded system in Sabbath-school
instruction. An enthusiast- upon the
subject makes the following suggestions as
to plan and working :—** Take for example
a school of two hundred and fifty strong.
A main room, a pastor’s room and an in-
fant room. Divide, by the carpenter, the
main room into four separate rooms. You
will see.that now we have six diffcrent
apartments. Now we are ready to or-
ganize :—Go | primary (infant) depart-
ment, secondary department, intermediate
department, junior department, senior de-
partment and old folks department—six in
all. Give two teachers to each depart-
ment—two and two. The pastor and an
elder for the old folks department. The
pastor ought neverallow himself to become
superintendent of the school. Heis pastor
of it as well as pastor of the congregation be-
cause the school is one part of his congre-
gation. A scction for each room, one gene-
ral section, an actual superintendent super-
intending the whole school. A superin-
tendent oughtnot to teach. He has no
time.”’—Presbyterian Observer,

.SCHOLAR’S NOTES,
(From TWestmninster Question Book:.)
LESSON VIL—TEBRUARY 15, 1801, -

ELIJAH TAKEN TO HEAVEN.
II Xings 2:1-11. -
COMMIT TO MEMORY Vs, 9-11,
GOLDEN TEXT.

* And Enoch walked with God and he wasnot
for God took him."—Gen, 5:21,
IIOME READINGS, -
2 Kings 2:1-11.—Elijah Taken to Heaven.
T. Gen, 5:21-21; IIcb, 11:1.6.~Enoch Taken to
Heaven, . .
7. Matt. 17 : 1-0.—Elijah on the Mount.
. Acts1:112,—Tho Ascending Lord.
I". 2Thess. 1:1-12.—The Sccond Coming.
3, 1Thess. 4:13-18.—~Mecetingthe Lord in the Air,
. Tit. 2:1-15.—Looking for that blessed Hope.
LESSON PLAN, )
I. The Last Walk, vs. 14, " .
II. "The Last Miraclo. vs. 5-8.
III. The Last Request, vs. 9-11,

TIME.~B.C. 896-8%0. The exact dato is uncertain.

Pr.aces.—Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, the Jordan,
on the eastern shore of which Xlijah was trans-

lated.
OPENING WORDS,

Two years after the murder of Naboth Ahab
was slain at Ramoth-Gilead, in battle with'the
Syrians, His son Ahaziah succeeded him, To
him Elijah wagsent with a warning of death be-
cause of his idol-worship, and called down fire
from heaven upon thesoldicrs sent to arrest him,
2 Kings 1:3-37. Only onc other act of Elijah of a
nublic character is recorded—viz,, the sending of
o message in writinﬁ‘ to Jchoram, king of Judah.
2 Chron, 2:12, Of the close of hig ministry we
have a record in this lesson,

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON.

V. 1. Gilgal—Six miles north of Bethel, the
location of one of thoschools of the prophets,
V. 2, Twill not leave thee-—-no dread of the final
parting could deter Elisha from sceing the last
nonments and hearing the last words of the pro-

liot. - Bethel—twelve miles north of Jerugalem,

. 3. Sons of the proph.cts—foung men in the
schools of the.prophels, V. 4. Jericho—twenty
miles north-east from Jerusalem, and twelve
miles from Bethel, 'V, 8, Ifismantle—the badge
of his prophetic office, FVere divided—compare
Bx, 14:21; Job 3:13. V. 9. 4 double portion—
‘ Lot flrst-born son’s double portion (sce Deut,
21:17) of thy ?rophct‘ic epirit descend upon me.”
V.- 10, 4 hard thing—iho granting of thisrequest
was not in Blijah’s gift, and he knew not yet if
God meant to bestow it. Jfthou sce me—if he

L was able to rotain to tho end the same devoted

persoverance and to keep hiseye sob and stead-
fast on the departing prophet, the gift would be

his, V. 11, Chariot of firc—one of tho multituac
tI))f (gsodl'g )mvisiblo nost, (Sec 2 Ilings 6:17;
s, 63317,

QUESTIONS,

. INTRODUCTORY.—What was the subject of the
Inst lesson ? - Why was Naboth unwilling to sell
hiz vinoyard to Ahab? By what wicked plot did
Ahab get possession of it 2: What judgment did

Thischild |

Elijuh denounce against Ahab? Titloof this,lcs-

son ¥ .Golden Toxt? Lesson Plan? Time? Placo?
Memory versesf - . . . R

X. THE LAST WALK. vs, 1-4.—How did the Lord
purpose: to'take Flijah to.hewven? Who wont:
with him from Gilgai? Whabrequest did Elijah
make ? - What was Elisha’s reply?. Where did
thoy go? What did the sons of the prophets say.
toElisha? -What was hisanswer? Whither did.-
Elijah say, the Lord had sent him? What did
Elisha again say? [ -

I{, THE LasT MIRACLE. vs. 5-8—What took
place at Jericho? Where did Elijah go from
Jaoricho? 'What did some of the sons of the pro-
glmés dg? What miracle did Elijah perform-at

grdan ’ .. ’

III. TAE LAST REQUEST. v8. 8-11.—What did
E](limh.any to Elishaafter crossing Jordan? What
did-Elisha ask? On what condition did Elijah
say his request should bo granted? "What took
place as they went on and tallked 2 What be-
came of Elijah? .

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED ¢

1. That it is the Lord who takes our friends
from us,

2, That God confors signal honor on signal Sor-+

vices. : : S
3. That spiritunl gifts are more to be desired
than anything clse, -
4. That dying Christians are taken into heaven:

_to bo forever with the Lord.

4. That a life of trouble may have & glorious
h_ereu.ftcr.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

1. ' What places did Elijah and Elisha visit to-
gether? Ans, Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho, .

2., What parting request did Elisha make of
Elijah? Ans, Ipray thee,let a double portion of
thy spirit rest upon me, .

3. What was Llijnh'sansgsver? Ans, If thousce
me taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee.

4. How were they separated? Ans. A chariot
and horses of fire parted then, and Elijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven. .

LESSON VIII-FEBRUARY 22, 1501,
ELITAH'S SUCCESSOR.—2 Kings 2: 12.22,
COMMIT TO MEMORY Vs, 12-14,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ 'Not by might, nor by power, hul by my Spirit.
saith the Lord of hosts.,"—Zcch, 4 :6,

HOME READINGS.
M. 2Xings2:12-22,—Elijah’s Successor,
T, Zech, 4:1-14,—*By My Spirit.”
W. Acts 2:1-21,—The Spirit on the Apostles,
Th. 1 Cor. 12:1-13,—The Gifls of the Spirit.
¥, 1 John 2:20-20,—The Unction of the Spirit.
S. Rom. 8: 1.11.—Tho Spirit is Life,
8. Gal, 5:16-26,—Walk in tho Spirit,
LESSON PLAN.,
J. The Mantle of Ilijah, vs, 12-14,"
IX. The Spirit of Elijah, vs. 15-18,
I1I, The Power of Elijah. vs. 19-22,
TIME—B.C, 896-890, The exactdatois uncertain,
PrLaAcES,—Jordan, Jericho,

OPENING WORDS,

The Lord had chosen Elisha to be the successor
of Blijuh, and by divine command he had been
anointed to that oflice, 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21,
From that time he had been Eljjah's constant
companion until his master had been taken from
him, . By the miracles of this lesson Elisha was

“| aceredited before the prophets and the people as
" | the divinely-appointed successor of Elﬁgh. P

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON.

" V. 12, Blisha saw—and was thus assured that
his request (vs. 9, 10) was granted. My father—
these words express what Elijah was for Elisha.
The chariot of Isracl—what Elijah was for the
whole nation., V. 13. Z'sok up the mantle—the
same that Blijah had cast upon him as a symboli-
cal call to the prophet’s oflico (1 Kings 1916, 19),
and which he now leaves to him asa sign that
his prayoer is fulfilled and thathe must undertake
the leadership of the prophets.. V. 14, They
parted—a proof that he inherited his master’s
power, V, 15, Cameio mect him—as now their
spiritual father and leader, V., 19, Naught—
harmful. V. 2L Cust the salt —a symbolical act,
in which salt is not the henling agent, but &n em-
blem of the divine agency by which the spring
was made pure,

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—W hat was the subject of the
Iast lesson? How was Elijah taken from the
carth? Title of thislesson?.- Golden Text? Les-
son Plan? Time? Place? Memory verses?

I THE MANTLE OF Ernirarm. vs. 12-14.—What
did Elisha sce? Of what was this a token to
Hlisha § v, 10. What did Elisha say? Where
did he go? What did he take with him? What
miracle did he perform?

ILI Tup SeiriT OF ELITATL vs, 15-18,—~What
did the sons of the prophets say? How -did his
possing over the Jordan prove this? What
reverence did they show him? Why did they
thushonor him?_What did the sons of the pro-
phets roxt)]o_so to Ehlsl?mh \Vlinb rc:isi:gntgid they
give for this scarch? Xow long ey con-
tinue it ? With what rosull:2 & )

JII. Tug POWER oF ELITATL ¥s, 2,19-2—-What
did the men of Jericho say to Elishn? Why did
they say this? What did he tell them to bring
him? What did hcdot Why did he cast_salt
into the fountnin? What was the result] Who
healed tho walers? Of what was this miracle a

proof?
V"HAT HAVE I LEARNED ?

1, That God's servants are tho true strength
and defence of nations, . :
2. That God prepares his chosen servants for
tl’sm'rr?v%rﬁ' h i dst
. Thatihcone whopraysfor grace and strength
todothe Lord’swork willnot find his prayer wf:in.
4, That our hearts, like the waters of Joricho,
need to bo purified. ; '

QUESTIONS FOR REVIE\V.
_1 Who saw the translation of Elijah. Ans,

Elisha, N

2. What did Elisha cry out as hosaw it? Ans.
My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and
the horsemen thereof !

3. What miracle did Elisha perform at Jordan ?
Ans, Ho smote_the waters-of Jordan with the
mantle of Elijah, and they were parted,

4, What did tho sons of the prophets sny when
they saw him? Ans. The spirit of Elijah doth
rest on Elisha, - Rl

5. Whatisccond miracle was wrought by Elisha?
Ans, Theimpure water of Jericho was healed,
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