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l‘.s. W ord of God ought to be listened’ lo, appears
siom the sublime and emphatic manuer inwhichthe
Jphet Isaiag, commands all nature to hearken
wialt he1s going to announce it. Jflear, O ye
tseens, says he, and give ear, O earth; for the
ford has spoken. And indeed all nature, and
even the inanimale creation hears and obeys the
word of God,

He cemmands the sun, and lo ! he walketh forth
# < all liis brightness ; and taketh his appointed jour-
ngs from cast to west. At night he bids the moon
L:ad on the starry host « fheaven; and instantly their
s.umerous squadrons are ranged an bright array.
onc of them are mussing.  ISach one knows his
glace. He calls them by their names, and they
answer him, lo, here weare,  flehas set bounds lo
*he ocean, and has made for il bars and doors.—
ife hassaid to it, thus fur shalt thow come, and
shalt gn no further ; and here shalt thou break
fhy swelhng waves, Job xxxviiie 10. At bis
v 2od the Spirit of the storm is roused.

Lizhtming it darects its fhght, and proclaims sieud
hig dread commission in thunder along the sky.—
Agair be speaks, and already it has fled. It has
setarued to the place from which it came.
8~asons at his call are ready in thew turns. The
earth at his command renews her cloathng, and
Yecks berself out in her gayestattire.  She unlocks
all ker stores, displays her rich harvests, and pours
furth her various herbs, fruits and flowers.

And shall all nature hear and obey the word of|
God, though not for her own sake, but for the sake
af raan, to whom God has made her subservient;
and yet man remain deafto his voice and disobe-
dient to his commands ¢ Man, whom God would
ant compel to obey him as a slave, but ratherasa
~iild ehould n futher from molrves of choice and
affection ! Shalf man, whom God has so much
fonoured and Toved above all the other creatures,
tre the only one who refuses all duc respectend de-
terence (o his sacred word, though addressed to
hup merely with a viess to secure his bappiness for
time and elernity.

ON THE LOYE OF GRATITUDE WIIICH WE OWE ‘

TO GOD
Thou shalt {ove the Lord with all thy heart, and soul and
qund (s 13 Uit greafest and the first commandment
Matth xxii 87.
Tiure 18 something in our very mature, which
myds us to love what i3 amiable, to admire what
19 Peaytiful, and to csteern and appreciate whatever
is perfect and valuable. We naturelly feel our
fearts glow with gratitude towards an earthly be-
acfactor. The sweetemotions of fove and fender-
uess {owards bim are stirred within us : and we are
acver easy, nor can we rest satisfied, till we have
made sorae suitable acknowledgerry. t for all bis
favours.
Now Reason and Religion teach us that there
is nothing so amiable and beautiful, nothing so per-
foctand cstimable ag God. He isbeauty itself—

; Whitherso-1i It ean proceed only from our want of reflection.—
ver he directs, thither on the red wings of the!

The "

existence. Ileis our grentest, and, properly speak-
received all that we have, and all that we are.—
How comecit then that, only when there is question

Reason and Religion, aud struggle, I may say, so
cbstinately agairst the very impulse of our naiare,
as not to love above all things that which is mast
lovely ! Not to desire most ardentty that which is
most beautiful and desirable !  And not to prize
above all things that which in itself is most perfect
and estimable ! The commandment of toving God
above all things might sevm unneccessary ; and one
woulld imagine it impossible for a rational creature
such as man, a being created merely to love, not to
{burn with seraphic ardour, notte be 21l on fire with
divine love, did not experience fatally convince us
of the contrary, Whence all this coldness, and in-
difference for him, who ought to bo the supreme
(object cfour love, admiration, desirc and esteem 2

We seldom or nevercast a thought on the sovereign
excellence of God ; or on the wonders of his gooil-
ness and merely towards us. Our minds are always
so crowded with the ideas of the vain and transitory
enjoyments of this life, as not to afford room for
ssuch pious and salutary considerations., Thus do
[we contract a habit of dissipation aud thoughtless-
ness. We lose all relish for what is spiritual ; and,

like the brutes, we seek only those pleasures that
(affect the senses. S¥ith desolalion is the whole
earth laid desolate, says the prophet, because there is
10 one who thinketh in his heart. Jerem xii.

Letus then at present call back our wandering
! thoughts for a moment, and fix them upon God.—
{ Let us take aview, if not of hisinfinite perfections,
'his intrinsic and essential excellence, for in the con-
I sideration of such, the imagination is apt to lose it-
self ; at least of the stupendous efféctt of his mercy
and predilection for us. These, indeed, are more
Ithe immediate object of our investigation, as they
!come within the sphere of the senses ; and on this
]account require not such an effort of thc mind, as
‘the sublime and abstract contemplation of the Deity.

The effects of God’s mercy and predilection
for us arc conspicuous in those gifts of Naturs and
of Grace, whichhe has so liberally bestowed upon
us. By the gifts of mnature I understand the good
things which God has annesed to our being : which
are derived to us from our natnre ; and which
therefore are common to all. By the gifls of grace
1 mean those special favours, whether corporal or
spiritual, to which our nature does not necessarily
entitle us ; but which, over and above the gifts of|
nature, God has been pleased to confer on man-
kind ot large, or on c-rtain individuals of the hu-
man race, whom he has singled out to be the spe-
cial objects of his merey and love. The gifts of|
nature tend chiefly to render happy, or supportable
your condition in this worll. Those of grace are
generolly granted in order to cnable us te bétter
our condition in the hfe to come. Now, if under

He is the sum of all perfeclion. fn him ail thatis

dovely endvaluable is centered ; and from himally;
thal we love aud admire in the creatures derives its ;'

\both tliese heads we consider attentively the wen-
| edrous effects of God’s mercy and predilection for

of loving God, we act so contrary to the dictates of

ing, our only Benefactor , since from humn we havo|)

istir up in our hearts that love of gratitude whuck
we owe by so mapy titles 1o this our best of’ bene-
factors 3 and to induce us 1o love above all hases
that God, who has loved us with such an it
love.

To begin then by the gifts of nature, of thes
the first is the creation of man.  God has raised
him wp out of nutliuy, where e tay wfimtely be-
neath the mcanest creatwre existing 3 and has
given i o dignufied being, and assymed him an
eminent vank among his creatures, 1o winch he had
not the least right or clum.  He has made him o
his own image and  bkeness, and has constituted
him the Lord and Sovercign aof this lower yorld.
He Las given him a coul capable of reflecting anud
reasoning, of investigatmg and discovering the
truth.  He lhas created this  sout immorta!
and has designed her to be for cver happy
in the enjoyment of himsclf hereafler. Ho has
united this excellent creature the soul to a body the
most comely and majestic of all others, And
while the other animals grovel in the dust; while
bemakes them stoop towards their mother carth.
which supplics themn with alt that can make them
happy ; he has placed man in acommanding posture,
and has given him to stand ercct ; to look abread
upon the wonders of the creation, and conteraplate
the stupendousframe of this universe : to raise his
eyes from off this earth, where he is to reside but
fora time ; and to carry his views towards his ce-
lestial country, where he shall live and reign for
ever happy with his God in the company of the
Angels. The Royal Prophet reflecting on all that
God had doae for man, exclaimsin extasy ofad-
miration . FPAat is man, O Lord, that thou arl
mindful of him? or the son of man, that {hou
shouldst vegard him? Thou hast made him liltle
less than the angels : thou hast crawned him wlh
glory and honour ; and thou hast placed him over all.
the works of thy hands. Thou hust ploced alb
things under his fect ; the sheep, the oxen, the
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, the fishes
the sea, that wander through the paths of the deep,—
O Lord, our Lord, hvwizonderful 1s thy name over
all the earth,. Psalm vii.

Wherever we turn our eyes, we discover the
effects of God’s singular predilection to man. He.
haos not only furnished him in his present imperfect.
state of existence with his absolute necessaries ;
but he has also created numberless objects, caleu-
lated merely for his delight and amusement, Whay
agrecable sensations do we not feel at the sight ot
that amazing variety of trees and herbs, frun.
and flowers, so pleasing to the sight and
taste and smell, which his hand has seattered so
profusely over all the surface of the carth! What
a beautiful scene has he not laid out before us of
fields and meadovw-s, hills and valleys, takes, nivers.
fountains and purling strcams!  The fire se1ves to
enlighten, 10 warm us and to prepare our food.
The earth, vir, and water, are all equally subser

vient to us, and abound with numberless hiving

creatures,” made for our use and entertainment :

'm we shall have motives more than sufficient to

fand thus al! noture ministers to man.
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