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THE CATHOLIC.

hat of the multiplication of the loaves, of which the
very people whom hoe was addressing bad just been
witnesses.

Afler baving convinced them of all the claims
be had to their entire confidence, he procecds at
tast (o declare the object heis about, and expresses
o concisely in these words, I am the living bread
whichcame down from heaven, If any man eat
o1 this bread he shali live for ever:and the bread
‘lat  will give is my flesh, for the tife of the world.”
‘I'lic secret hitherlo concealed isnow divulged ; the
areat mystery is declared @ x has been heard : it
has been understond to signify a real presence ; but
will this real presonce be believed ? No: the Jews
instead of trusting to Jesus Christ as to the manaer
w which he would give them his flesh to cat, think
unly of that in which they eat common Hesh : they
moreover break out into murmers, look at one
another with marks of disapprobation and repug-
nance, and quickly exclaim: ¢ How can this
man give us his flesh to cat > "fhey had thercfore
«leatly understood him to speak of areal manduca-
tion.

Woe will proceed no farther for the present, I
have here two observationsto make to you. When
we propese to yourteachers and those of their com-
munion the august mystery of the Eucharist, do
they notimmediately beginto contest it? do they
not shew towards our belief signs of disapprobation,
contempt, and aversion? do they not Qdiscainfully
1eply tous in the manner of the Jews of this gospel;

- TIow can e give us hisflesh to eat?” In vain
Ao we endeavour to represent fo them that the bread
of (God is that which cometh down from heaven;
that ¢ this bread that he has given us is his flesh,
that flesh which he has given for the life of the
world: and that what God demands of us, isto be-
tieve in him whom he has sent;>? and thatnecording |
to the solemn declaration of our Saviour upon this'
<ame subject, ¢ ha who believes in him has cver-
iasting life.” In vain do we represent to them
again that how highorincomprehiensible soever this
real manducation may be, the promise has quite as
rertainly proceeded from the mouth of Jesus Christ,
aud thatif it isabove reason to conceive i, it cvi-
dently is against rcason to daubt of his word, where
we cannot doubt that h- has eiven it, and whea we
acknowlege hisdivinity. ‘L hey ceasenotreplying
10 us with the incredulons Jews; ¢ Yow can he
sive us his flesh o catl”

T.et us for 2 moment change the sceno of action,

Eucharistic bread is the symbol of his body, the
wine the symbol of bis blood: that both one and the
other are signs which Lis love has coudescended to
consecrato, and leave us after him, to console us
for his absence. In this way, or at least something
like it, would your missionary explain himsel( in
order to remove overy idesofa real manducation,
But does Jesus Clirist set himself in this manner
about removing the same iden, at which the Jews
showed themselves so shocked? What veply does
homake to the mad insult they offer him, by say
ing before his face; ¢ How can this man give us
his flesh to cat?” Lot us hear what he says in re-

ply.

“Amen, Amen, Isay unto you (an affirmation
which from  the mouth of the Man-God is equiva-
lent to an oath); except you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you shall not
havelife in you. He that cateth my flesh and
drivketh my blood, hath everlasting life: and
will raise him up in the last day, For my flesh
is meat ndeed and,yoy blood isdrink indeed: He
that cateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, a-
bidcth inme and I'in him, As the living Father
hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so also he
hath catethme, the same also shall live by me.
Tbisis the bread that came down from heasen.
He that eateth of this bread shalllive for ever.”
Arc you nctstruck with what you have just heard?
Is there any thing wanting  to these words to de-
termine their meaning? Confess thatthis lanauage
is very different from that which we have heard
frcm the mouth of your missionary. Jesus Christ,
far from removing the idea of a real mandueation
conurms it anew in the mind of the Jews, shocked
as they bad already beenat it: far from softening
down the sense ke had already given 10 his first
words,, ke confirms it by an oath,and continues to
present jtperpetually in stiil more energetic terms:
far from saying, like your teacher, 1hay his flesh is
but figurative meat, his blood an ideal drink, he af*
firms that his flesh is meat indeed, hisblood drink.
indeed. In the discourse of the missionary, we
hear of nothing, but of figure, of symbol, of spirit-
ual manducation, of 2 memorial and of absence: in
[that of Jesus Christ thereis nothing of all this, not
a word of symbolical or figurative language: in it
every thing expresses, every thing confirms the re-
ality of hisflesh and meat, & his blood as drink, the
reality of the manducation: every thing deciares &

atud supposc that one of your missionaties, explain-
ing to infidels this poirit of christian doctrine, should
produce, wilhout intending it, the idea of a real
manducation in tbeiminds of his audience, and that
they, being shocked at.the.proposition cried out:
** What is it you mean’to say? or how. shall your
God beable to give us his flesh .to eall’> Whal
would your missioner reply? Should he not say
¢nt they had mistaken the meaning of his words:
that lfe neverintended to proposeto them the be-
iref of 2 real manducation: that the flesh of Jesus
Christis not true, but figurative meat: that his blood
'« ot real but ideal drink; that they bave only to
eat dis flesh, and drink bis blood by faith; that the

supposes his presence in the sacrament, He there
communicates himself to him who eats it,as common
meat is communicated to him who takes it and de-
riveslife fromit:  he that cateth me, abidethin me &
Iin him.” And again, he that shall eat him
shill Liveiby him, as he lives by his Father:
therefore he shalllive by him in'reality, and in sub-
stance, ashe lives by bis Father, In fine, the
truths of the man{dcation is compared {o that of the

mission he has received, and what is there more
real and better attested than his heavenly missions?
Thus youfiad on the part of Jesus Christ, his pre-
sence, commnunion, and intimacy, by the fact ofhis
body, and blood being r~ly given as meat and

ducation, the certain pledge of life, of resurrection
and salvation; and all these prodigics atlested by the
reiterated affirmativnsand even by the oath of
the Sonof God. What more do you wantto
determine with certainty the meaning he attached
10 bis words? What is wanting in them to con-
vince you and force your belief?  After having
cxposed, repeated, and confirmed so many times
the sense of his real presence, shall not Jesus Christ
succeed at last in persuading you tobelicve it ; and
will you always say with these blind and obstinate
Jews: *“ How can (his man give us bis flesh to
cat?

To be continued.
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THE CATHOLIC RITESAND CEREMONIES EX-
PLAINED.

CONFIRMATION,

Ofthis Sacrament a Bishop, is the only ordinary
Minister ; whose Consecration imparts {o him the
plenitude of the priestheod ; that is, all the pastoral
powers given by Jesus Christ to his Apostles ; with-
outany other reserve than that necessary for the
gooed Goverament of the Church ; that of local, ot
respectively subordinate jurisdiction.

We seo in the Acts of the Apostles, how though
Philip bad converted and paptized the Samaritans,
it was deemed hecessary to send Peter and John
from Jerusalem to confirm them.—~Ncw when ‘the
Apostles, who were in Jerusalem, had heard thot
Samaria had received the word of God ; they sent
untothem Pcter and John : who, when they werr
comeprayed for them, that they might receive the
Illy Ghost ; for he was not yet come upon eny
of them, but they were only baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus, (that is in the Savious’s Baptism,)
Tihen they laid their hands upon them, and they
received the Floly Ghost Acts. B. 14. §c.

Prayer then or the invocation of the Holy Ghost,
‘aud the layirg onof hands by the Bishop, onthose
to be confirmed, are the ceremonics mentioned in
this toxt to havo been used by the Apostles in the
administration of this Sacrament : and these are the
ceremonies still observed in administering it by the
Bishops in the Catholic Church.—The laying on of
bands, denotes that the Individuals ta be confiemed
are specially chosenand accepted by Almighty God
to bo sanclificd, and fortified by his Divine Spirit ;
whom the Saviour promised tosend from bis Holy
Heaven, to comfort and confirm them, and guide
theminto all truth, to the end of the world,

The Bishop then, vested in bispontiEcalsto show
that heacts inthe chargcter of Christ’s apostolic
minister ; after washing his hands, thereby indica-
ting bow pure these bands.oughtto be, which are
consecrnied, and destined to copsacrate whafever
or whomsaever they touc h or bless : turss round
towards tho'sc, whom he is going o confirm,.and
who are kneeling before him, and begins his invoca-
tion of thé Holy Ghost in these words, _

“May the Holy Ghost come upon you. And
thelvirtue of the most high,guard you from all sins.

drink; on the part of man, the reality of the man-
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~—ang, Amen,’~—



