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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

kBY THE RE V. E. BARRASS, D.D.

Londoni ias the. place at which
the Quadrennial of Canadian Metli-
odism assembled in September, and
wvas in session from the 6th to the
24th inclusive. This ecclesiastical,
assembly neyer roet so far westward
before. Never 'was a body of meni
more hospitablj- entertained, and we
believe tb-ý. îmany will deelare that;
no better General Conference has
been held in the Dominion.

kn 1823, t.he now sainted Rev.
Robert Corson, a famous pioneer
Methodist minister, ivas sent to the
-region of which, London fornxs an
important part. It was then largely
a wilderness. Mr. Corson's first
-circuit has been divided again and
again, so that now io embraces
several circuits and even districts.

London is one of the centres
which may be regarded as a MNeth-
*odist object-lesson. kn 1883, when
the various branches of the Meth-
odtist family united, five of them
were represented in London, and
oniy a few of them were self-sus-
taining ; now they are all one body,
having nearly a dozen churches,
thrce thousand members, fine thou-
.sand attending public worship, and
*church property valuea soniewhere
-about $180ofoO.

Tite Abse7lt.

During the past year, Drs. Staf-
ford, Pirritte and Douglas, and IRevs.
J. Gray and W. fi. Laird, have
finished their course;, butif wereview
the whole decade, we are reminded
that of the five honoured brethren
-who, have filled the office of General
7Superintendent, only one remains in
the Church militant, our present
beloved incumbent, Rev. A. Carman,
D.D. Long may lie be spared tu us.

0f the 198 ministers and ]ayman
wiho attended the first General Con-
ference in 187'4. Fifty-three are
known to be dead: 112 ministers
have died duriug the quadrcnnium.
0f those who attended the said
Conference we only find the namnes

of twenty-eight in the list of the
delegates of the present, assembly,
while more than thirty ok those iii
attendance were neyer so honoured
before.

Tite .Fratentat Detegates.

1ev. H. J. Pope, ex-President of
the English Wesleyan Conference,
conveyed the greetings of thie parent
body and of the Irish Conference to
their brethren in Canada.. He dis-
charged bis duties in a highly
creditable manner, both in the pulpit
on Sabbath and. in Conference. le
attonded the Conference sessions
every day for a weel<, and again and
agaln he expressed his admiration
for the debating power of the
Conference. Two debates which
he heard, the Itinera'ncy, and
the Epworth Leagxe Movement, hie
pronounced to, be aniong the best
he had ever heard. M:r. Pope
endeared hîmself to Canadian Meth-
odists, for as repreientative to Can-
ada hie spent nearly ail bis time in
our territory, and the only regret he
felt was, that he couli not extend a
visit to the M1aritime Provinces.

The Methodist Episcopal Church
honoured Canada by sending their
greetings to us through a native
Canadian, though he is now a resi-
dent in the United States. 11ev.
James H. Potts, D.D., received a
royal welcome. fie was born not
far from Londou, and was bora
agamn at Simcoe under the ministry
of the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, D.D.,
a member of thîs General Confer-
ence. The sermons of Dr. Potts and
'his fraternal adaress were of an ex-
ceeding high order, and were such
as wiil not soon be forgotten. Dr.
Potts is perfectly deaf, and yet hie
always looks cheerful and happy.

The Methodist Episcopal Churcli,
South, sent the Rev. E. E. Hoss,
D. D., as their fraternal. messenger;-
and the Board of Bishops may rest
assured, that though they had pre-
vicusly honoured Canada by sending


