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Next to tiue Aihuambra, says Longfellow, H-eidelberg ciistie is
the inost imngnificent ruin of tie Middle Acres. Its older portions
date froni 1294, but it '%vas frequently enlarged, till it bec,.me of
vast extent and extraordinary nma.nificence. The deep, -%vide moat,
the miassy %v,-.lls and ivy-mantled towers-,a.t once a fortress and
la palace-have an air of sterm feudal granideur thiat I have scen
uowhiere else. After being the abode of kings ,.nd eleetors for
four hundred years, it wvas captured by the French, consu.nnd
by fire, blown up by powder, and Ieft the nmagnificent muin we,
now behold. Beneath a grrim porteullis, with its gatc draw'n ulp,
we enter the great court-yard (shown ini our initial cut), once
gay withi tilt and tourney, -with martial array or bridai tra,,,in.

TIIE GR~EAT TUS24.

Ail around are stately façades of various ages and of splendid
.z-rchitecture, adorned -%ith exquisite, arabesques, gar]ands of fruit
and flowrers, mouldings and Iluting and lace-w%,ork admirably
*carved in stone. In niches on the wall stand rowvs of knighits iii
armour, and on the front of the IRittersaal tie leroes of Jewishi
history and classic fable; but ail, alas!1 marrcd and disrnembert»d
bv the iron niace of war.

We are led through vaulted corridors; through roofless banquet
Jaswhere kings once feasted; th.rough a ruined cliapel and up)

stone winding-stairs to the bower-chambers of fair queens aumi
princesses-now open to the ow'ls and bats. In the grelat kitchen
is a huge fire-place, big enough to roast an ox, au evidence of the
royal hospitality of ancient days. The Gesprengte Th?iii', or
-shattered tower," wvas, as its name sigrnifiesý, blown up by the
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