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his mother-in-law, who seoms to be tho ruling spirit in
the home. Bo we tackled her. 8he was very obstinate
at first, pretended she had no faith whatover in God,
and said sho wanted the leaves there. She is a woman
who has been taught a long time, but whose proud spirit
knows not what it is to surrender to or obey the Divine
love. We atayed there a long time, talking, pleading,
arguing. At laat, after s long struggle, she gave in, only
on condition that 1 would pray for her welfare and the
safuty of her housshold. After doing eo, and being
joined therein by the woman from the other house,
thosp leaves also came off. At one more house the
emblems of heathenism were taken away. They were
never put on again. Cholera did not attack this village,
and has left the field. ‘

One morning 1 vigited a villge when they were
celébrating a feast to Goutanamma. After spandiug the
morning there, I was just about to leave, when I heard,
some ono say they were going to escort Gontanamma out
of the village that day, and I stopped and asked,
‘‘Where is she now?” They took me to the housa
where she was, and showed me the pyramid of wood
about two feet high, daubed with saffron and red
powder, aud ornamented with flowers. This was Goutan-
amma. I looked at her well, then turned away, and was
going when a woman said, ‘‘Are you guing to leave
without a present to the goddess 1" 1 asked what she
wanted. They sald a few coppers would do. 1 said I
did not know what she could do with a few coppers. I
preferred to use them myself to buy candies or nuts to
give to the ohildren, who would eat them with spprecia-
tion, and remember me for it. I asked them it the
goddeas had enough sense for that, and whon they agreed
that she had not, that led to a good talk on the subject.
Tho end of this goddess if tragic in the extreme. At the
end of the feast, they all, with great shouting, carry her
out to some waste place, and leave her there to the
meorey of the elements! Truly the imaginings of the
heathen are vain. The ceremonies and performandes of
these feasta always scem like the verieat child's play to
us, and our hearts are filled with a great wonder that
man, Gud's nobleat crestion, can have fallen to such
depths s to worship the {railest, most grotesquo works
of his own hands, the most unworthy imaginings of his
enslaved, darkened miud. When we read them what
the Bibla says about idols and idol-worship, they agroee
that it is all vanity and even a dishonour to the true
God, but the old bonds and customs are too much for
them. Tbank God for those who are coming out of this
bondage every year into the liberty of the Gospel !

We are enjoying beautiful, cool, bright days now—
cruel, alas, in their beauty, for there has been no rain
and agsin the grim shadow of famine is resting over this
stricken land.

Our district, being well irrigated, is not -

in great distreas, exoept that prices are going up beyond
the reach of the poor people, who find it hard enough v
keep soul and body together in the best of times
Famine, plague ; either one or both all the time, uni
worse than either, more fatal and harder to oure ia the
sin whioh is killing India, slowly but surely. ** Whatso
ever shou doeat—do quickly.”

Rarse 8. McLavus,

otk at thome.

BUREAU OF LITERATURE.

For Crrcres.—The Exchange Drawer. Some valuable
papers in at present, and seut free to any saddress
“ Giving ” (& complete programme for s meeting:
“ Qur Telugu Work " (sufficient, for a meeting). * Tim
pauy.” The Women of India. Reasons Why We Bhould
make the Circle Intereating. Village Work in India. A
Glimpse of Mission Work in Africa. Christ’s Dominion
Woman's Work in Missions. The Hermansburg Mis
sion. Ohina und her Mission Fields. How to Interes'
our Women. Christian Aotivity. Our Bocieties. Why
wo Work. Now ready. Bketoh of our Foreign Missi:
Bociety. 3 cts. each—24 ata. a doz.

MisstoN Banps.—A Ohinese Exercise and Motion
Soug, 100. The Little Light Bearer's Gresting—du
logue sad warch for littls ones, 20. Stories— Rolf «
Errsnds, 3c.  Milly’s Holy Grail, 20. Oarrying the lov.
of Jesus, 20. Who will opan the door for Tingte, 2c.

Addreas all orders to Mrs. C. W. Kiag, 318 Carl &
Kingston. Make P. O. orders payable to Lottio 8. Kiny
Stamps always received, lo. preferred.

NEWS FROM CIRCLES.

Tatpor 8t., Loxpox.—In response to printed invi
tions, sbout 3560 members and friends of the Chur :
assembled in the Bunday 8chool Hall to participate
and enjoy the programme in connection with the ann.s
Thank-offering service of the Women's Mission Circli-
Mrs. Bentley, President of our F. M. Cirole, occupin:
the chair, and after the opening exercises and extondiu:
to those present s warm welcome on behalf of the s
oles, introduced a bright and instructive programme
musie, etc., also a Stirring address by our Pastor. !u
Bowerby. Mrs. Dr. Ovens, Buperinteadent of :hr
Mission Band, spoke very happily in the interest of 1t
little folk, and during her address, presented, on behay
of Master Frank Wilson, one of the boys, a laiv
membership certificate of the Foreign Mission Sociy
to his mother, Mrs. Robt. G. Wilson. The offern



