Astronomical Notes.

Longman’s Coloaial Library. The
author is a writer of established repu-
tation, and knows the rules of her
craft, as may be seen in this interest-
ing and well-balanced story.

Dawn, by Rider Hajgard, is another
of the issues of Longman’s Colonial
Library. Iti1s a very long and com-
plicated story, and has an awful dog
called Snarleyow as one of its .charac-
ters. Indeed, the trials of the hercine
and her beauty are quite on a par, and
they both extend through many excit-
ing pages.
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The August Lippincot? contains as
its complete story * The Last Rebel,”
by Joseph A. Altsheler. This is an
mterestmg tale of the Civil War.,, The
verse is well up to the average, and a
quatrain by Helen Gray Cone, en-
titled * Desire of Fame,” is specially
good. The new status of our neigh-
bors is indicated in an article by Fred.
Perry Powers, * The United States as
a Colonial Power ” ; this article should
be read and appreciated by every
patriotic American who sees Lippincol?,
it is so full of sound common sense
and statesmanshlp. P

ASTRONOMICAL NOTES

which we all have admired during

the mid-summer days, reaches her
greatest elongation €ast of the sun on
September 22nd, at a distance of forty-
six degrees. When we remember that
the sun is then in the vernal equinoc-
tial point we see that Venus, so far to
the east, must bein far south declina-
tion and does not remain long above
the horizon after sunset. ‘Whén the
elongation occurs in thespring months'|
the planet isa beautiful object, highin]
the heavens for nearly four hotrs after
sunset. In the telescope, Venus is.
half-moon shape, and not yet at her
brightest. Dark tifits on the disc have
been observed, but the genuineness of
the many- surface' fiarkings; dragn d
“the how qe!nbrated Lowe}l obsErvats
is Hot yet estabhshbd s
* Jupiter 1§ almest gone ints the sun's
rays;° Tt will be impossible to seethe;
satellites after the micdle of the month,
mml “November, when the planet.
ccmes“’round on the other §ide of the
sun 85, moining star. Saturn may be.
still ﬁirly well observed dunng Sep-.
tember’, though it is also nearing the
suhiEnd setting e‘aﬁy_,m the eveznng.
1t Has, béeda smagnill wb;e

VENUS, the brilliant evéning star,

atory, |

the telescope during the summer, the
plane of the ripg being at the maxi-
mum angle to our line of sight, ané
tizerefore broadly opened out.

In view of the rapidly accumulating
mass of literature treating of the planet
Mars, it is not too early to begin ob-
servation:in. September. . He rises he-.
fore midnight towards the end of Sep-
tember, and if we sit up late enough
to sée the stars of Gemini we have the
little red disc_of Mars among them.
The opposition of Mars occurs early
next year, and, although it will not be
a2 fayorable -one on account of the
SCOpES, . with _their hlng magm(ymg
power. and great light .grasp, will prob:
ably add something.more to the.stock

umng thxs ‘ever interesting ob)ect
i from the abservatory.of Lussinpics
colo, in Istria, Prof. Herr- Breoner, &
renowned observer. gives. a 1arge.num~
bér.of drawings and a map of “the
whole surface. The-.remarkable. f&—
tures, calleg cana!s, are all showmm
‘his. drawmgs, and slsothe dark.patehes,
like peses, at .the. junctiop-ofutwo- or
.more of the sivaight dinesy sz o

i Tothe mazhezmtgeal astrqnomer_the _

kno Tedge. .-The latest pubhcatxon :




