
Iiducatwv as a Unir'.rsity Study.

what I know of the present state of
edicational science, and from what
physicians have told me of the prescent
state of mediral science, I am con-
u incel that therc is a larger body of
valid scientifir truth witl the rcach
of the tracher than within the reach
of the physician. That is, if tcacherq
wouild lc;rn and use the principles
within thcir rearh, therc would he
les empiricism in teaching than in
miiedi(imc. I think there cannot he a
doubt that thc fundamental principIcs
of psychology are as well scttled a% the
fundamcntal principlcs of medicine.

The strangest feature in the case,
however, is still to be noted: Although
certain laws of mental lifc have been
known since the days of Plato, and
although surceeding centuries have
confirmed them and added to their
number, it is only now that even a
bcginning has been made in the de-
luctive application of these laws to

mental training. In our profession
this is the great need of the hour ; and
the place of ail others, and even the
only place, where this work can he
systemartically prosecuted, is the uni-
versity chair of education. This it
scems to me, should bc its character-
istic function.

6. With my present opportunities,
I have often asked myself which
would be the greater privilege, to
address my instruction to professional
teachers, cr to the general student.
When I reflect on the direct purpose
of ny chair, I conclude that the pro-
fessional teacher should be the elect
object of my efforts; but when I re-
tlect on the following words of Her-
bert Spencer, I am in grave doubt.
" No rational plea," says Mr. Spencer,
" can be put forward for leaving the
art of education out of our curriculum.
Whether as bearing upon the happi-
ness of parents themselves, or w.ether
as affecting the characters and lives of
their children and remote descend-

nts, we must admit that a knowledge

of the right methods of juvenile cul-
turc, plviral, intcllectual and moral.
is a knowledge second to nonc ;n
importance. This topic should oc-
cupy the highest and last place in the
course of instruction passed through
by each man ard woman. . . .

The subtert whw involvs ail 'Ih/wr
sublrrts, and therr,$orr the subjrt in

wvhirh the rutinof r.-rry onr shiuld-
culminatr, i thr ' Theiri and Praci(cr
of Eduration.'

'his cxtract furnishtes the occasion
for a large amount of .erious thinking;
and though there may be hesitations
between the two classes of auditors
we might prefer to address, one thing
is beyond dispute : Fducation, as a
branch of general university study, is
of at leait ca-ordinate importance
with conic sections, sanscrit, geology,
and many others that might bc men-
tioned. If we were to rank subjects
on the basis of their direct bearing
on the individual interests of men
and women in general, there can
scarcely be a doubt that education
would fall but a little helow the head
of the list. The university recogni-
tion has long been given, and is gen-
erally given, to subjects of far les
relative importance, is a phenomenon
in scholastic history. The exception
is the saore singular, from thie circum-
stance that this subject is the basis of
one of the most widely prmctised arts;
and even still trere singular, from the
circumstance that the great body of
professional teachers have been indif-
ferent to the university study of a sub-
ject in which they may reasonably be
supposed to feel a deep and peculiar
interest. From the standpoint of the
general public, this phenomenon ad-
mits of an easy explanation; as people
in general have so little positive
knowledge on the subject of educa-
tion, they conclude that a professor
of education would bc without sub-
stantial functions, without, in fact,
anything to profess.
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